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N° 23.  Friday, March 17.

Ouid eft [apientia ? [emper idem wvelle atque idem molle. Senec,

F we may believe the obfervation which is made of us by foreigners,
there is no nation in Ewrope fo much given to change as the Eng/i/b.

There are fome who afcribe this to the ficklenefs of our climate;

and others to the freedom of our government. From one or both of

thefe caufes their writers derive that variety of humours which appears
among the people in general, and that inconfiftency of charaéter which
is to be found in almoft every particular perfon. But as a man fhould
always be upon his guard againit the vices to which he is moft expofed,
fo we fhould take a more than ordinary care not to lie at the mercy of
the weather in our moral conduét, nor to make a capricious ufe of that
liberty which we enjoy by the happinefs of our civil conftitution.

This inftability of temper ought in a particular manner to be checked,.
when it thews itfelf in political affairs, and difpofes men to wander from
one {cheme of government to. another : fince fuch a ficklenefs of beha-
viour in publick meafures, cannot but be attended with very fatal effecls
to our country.

In the firft place ; it hinders any great undertaking, which requires
length of time for its accomplifhment, from being brought to its due
perfeGtion. There is not any inftance in hiftory which better confirms
this obfervation, than that which is ftill frefh in every one’s memory.
We engaged in the late war with a defign to reduce an exorbitant growth
of power in the moft dangerous enemy to Great-Britain. We gained a
long and wonderful feries of vi@ories, and had fcarce any thing left to
do, but to reap the fruits of them: when on a fudden our patience failed
us ; we grew tired of our undertaking ; and received terms from thofe,
who were upon the point of giving us whatever we could have demand-
ed of them.

This mutability of mind in the Englifb, makes the ancient friends of

our nation very backward to engage with usin fuch alliances as are ne-
ceflary
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ceffary for our mutual defence and fecurity. It is a common notion a-
mong foreigners, that the Englifb are good confederates in an enterprize
which may be difpatched within a thort compafs of time ; but that the
are not to be depended upon in a work which cannot be finithed with.
out .conftancy and perfeverance. Our late meafures have fo blemifhed
-@ur national credit in this particular, that thofe Potentates who are enter-
ed into treaties with his prefent Mzj.fty, have been folely encouraged to
it by their confidence in his perfonal firmnefs and integrity.

I need not, after this, fuggeft to my Reader the ignominy and reproach
that falls upon a nation, which diftinguithes it felf among its neighbours
by fuch a wavering and unfettled conduét.

"T'his our inconfiftency in the purfuit of fchemes which have been tho-
‘roughly digefted, has as bad an influence on our domeftick as on our fo-
reign affairs.  We are told, that the famous Prince of Conde ufed to ask
the Zngli/b Ambaflador, upon the arrival of a mail, #ho was Secretary
of State in England by that Poft ? as a piece of raillery upon the fickle-
nefs of our politicks. But what has rendered this 2 misfortune to our
country, is, that publick Minifters have no fooner made themfelves ma-
flers of their bufinefs, than they have been difmifled from their employ-
ments; and cthat this difgrace has befallen very many of them, not becaufe
they have deferved it, but becaufe the people love to fee new faces in
high pofts of honour.

It is a double misfortune to a nation, which is thus given to change,
when they have a Soveraign at the head of them, that is prone to fall
in with all the turns and veerings of the people. Saliuff, the graveft of
all the Roman hiftorians, who had formed his notions of regal authority
from the manner in which he faw it exerted among the barbarous nations,
makes the following remark : Plerumgue Regie voluntates, uti vebe
mentes, fic mobiles, fzpe ipfe [ibi advorfe. The Wills of Kingsy as they
are generally vebement, are likewif? very jfickle, and at different times
-oppefire to themfelves, Were there any colour for this general obferya~
tion, how much does it redound to the honour of fuch Princes who are
exceptions toit!

The natural confequence of an unfteady government, is the perpetuats
ing of ftrife and faltion among a divided people. Whereas a King who
perfifts in thofe fchemes which he has laid, and has no other view in them
but the good of his fubjeéts, extinguifhes all hopes of advancement in
thofe who would grow great by an oppofition to his meafures, and infen-
Hibly unites the ‘contending parties in their common intereft.

Queen
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Queen Elizabeth, who makes the greateft figure among our Engli/b
Soveraigns, was moft eminently remarkable for that {teadinefs and unifor-
mity which ran through all her aétions, during that long and glorious
reign. She kept up to her chofen motto in every part of her life ; and
never loft fight of thofe great ends, which fhe pr opoied to Lerfelf on her
acceflion to the throne, the happinefs of her people, and the firengthen-
ing of the Protefant intereft. She often interpofed her Royal authority
to break the cabals which were forming againft her firft Minifters, who-
grew old and died in thofe ftations which they filled with fo great abili-
ties. By this means fhe baffled the many attempts of her foreign and:
domeftick enemies, and entirely broke the whole force and {pirit of that
party among her fubjects, which was popifhly affe¢ted, and which was
not a little formidable in the beginning of her reign.

The frequent changes and alterations in publick proceedings, the mul-
tiplicity -of {chemes introduced one upon .another, with the variety of
fhort-lived favourites, that prevailed in their feveral turns under the go-
vernment of ‘her fucceflors, have by degrees broken us into thofe unhap-
py diftin&ions and parties, which have given fo much uneafine{s to our
Kings, and fo often endangered the fafety of their people.

I queftion not but every impartial Reader hath been before-hand with-
me, in confidering, on this occafion, the happinefs.of our counrry under
the government of his prefent Majefty ; who is fo defervedly famous for
an inflexible adherence to thofe counfels which have a vifible tendency to
the, publick good, and to thofe perfons who heartily concur with him in
promoting thefe his generous defigns.

A Prince of this charaéter will be dreaded by his enemies, .and ferved
with courage and zeal by his friends ; and will either inftruct us by his
example, to fix the unfteadinefs of our politicks, or by his conduct, hin-
der it from doing us any prejudice.

Upon the whole; as there isno temper of mind more un'mnl}r in a pri-
vate perfon, nor more pernicious to the publick in a member of a com-
munity, than that changeablenefs with which we are too juftly branded
by-all our neighbours; it is to be hoped that the {found part of the nation
will give no farther occafion for this reproach, but continue {teady to
that- happy eftablifhment which has now taken place among us. And as
obftinacy in prejudices which are detrimental to our country, ought not
'to-be. miftaken for that virtuous refolution and firmnefs of mind which is
neceflary to our, prefervation, it is to be wifhed that the enemies to our
conftitution would fo far indulge themfelves in this national humonr, as

to
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to come into one change more, by falling in with that plan of govern-
ment which at prefent they think fit to oppofe. At lealt we may expe&t
they will be {fo wife as to thew a legal obedience to the beft of Kings, who
profefs the duty of Paflive-obedience to the worit.

N° 26.  Minday, March 9.

Bella vir: pacemque gerant, quess bella gevenda. Virg.

HEN the Athenians had long contended againft the power of

Philip, he demanded of them to give up their orators, as well

knowing their oppofition would be foon at an end if it were not
irritated from time to time by thefe tongue-warriors. I have endeavour-
ed for the fame reafon to gain our female adverfaries, and by that means
to difarm the party of its principal flrength. Let them give us up their
women, and we know by experience how inconfiderable a refiftance
we are to expect from their men.

T'his tharp political humour has but lately prevailed in fo great a mea-
fure as it now does among the beautiful part of our fpecies. They ufed
to employ themfelves wholly in the fcenes of a domeftick life, and pro-
vided a woman could keep her houfe in order, the never troubled her
felf about regulating the Commonwealth. The eye of the Miftrefs was
wont to make her pewter fhine, and to infpeé every part of her hou-
fhold furniture as much as her looking-glafs. But at prefent our difcon-
tented matronsare fo converfant in matters of State, that they wholly ne-
gle¢t their private affairs: for we may always obferve that a Goflip in po-
liticks is a flattern in her family.

It is indeed a melancholy thing to fee the diforders of a houfhold that
isunder the condué of anangry Statefwoman, who lays out all her thoughts
upon the publick,and is onlyattentive to find out mifcarriages in the Mi-
niftry. Several women of this turn are fo earneft in contending for He-
reditary right, that they wholly negleét the education of their fons and
heirs; and are fo taken up with their zeal for the church, that they can-
not find time to teach their children their catechifm. A Lady who thus

intrudes
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