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44.3 The FREE -HOLD E R. N°26.
to corae into one change more, by falling in with that plan of govern-
ment vvhich at prefent they think fit to oppofe. At leait we may expeft
they will be fo wife as to fhew a legal obedience to the bell of Kings, who
profefs the duty of Paffive-obedience to the worft.

N° 26. Monäay-> March 19.

Bella v 'tr 't pacemquegerant , quen bella gerenda.

TXT HEN the Athenians had long contended againft the power of
%/y Thilif , he demanded of thern to give up their orators , as well

knowing their oppofition would be foon at an end if it were not
irritated from time to time by thefe tongue -warriors . I have endeavour-
ed for the fame reaibn to gain our female adverfaries, and by that means
to difarm the party of its principal flrength . Let them give us up their_
women, and we know by experience how inconfiderable a refiftance
we are to expeft from their men.

This Iharp political humour.has but lately prevailed in fo great a mea-
fure as it now does among the beautiful part of our fpecies. They ufed
to employ themfelves wholly in the fcenes of a domeftick life, and pro-
vided a woman eould keep her houfe in order , flie never troubled her
felf about regulating the Commonwealth . The eye of the Miftrefs was
wont to make her pewter fliine, and to infpeft every part of her hou-
fliold furniture as much as her looking-glafs. But at prefent our difcon-
tented matrons are fo converfant in matters of State, that they wholly ne-
gleft their private affairs: for we may always obferve that a Goffip in po-
liticks is a flattern in her family.

It is indeed a melancholy thing to fee the diforders of a houfhold that
isunder the conduft of anangry Statefwoman,who laysout all her thoughts
upon the publick,and is only attentive to find out mifcarriages in the Mi-
niftry. Several women of this turn are fo earneft in contending for He-
reditary right , that they wholly negleft the education of their fons and
heirs ; and are fo taken up with their zeal for the church, that they can-
not find time to teach their children their catechifm. A Lady who thus

intrudes
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intrudes into the province of the men, was fo aitonifhing a charafter ar-
mong the old Romans, that when Am£ßa prefented her felf to fpeak be-
fore the Senate, they looked upon it as a prodigy , and fent meflengers
to inquire of the oracle , what it might portend to the Common¬wealth?

It would be manifeffly to the difadvantage of the Britifh caufe, fhould
our pretty Loyaliits profefs an indifference in ftate-affairs, While their dif-
affefted fifters are thus induftrious to the prejudice of their country ; and
accordingly we have the fatisfaeiion to find our flie-aflbciates are not idle
upon this occafion. It is owing to the good principles of thefe his Maje-
fty's fair and faithful fubjefts, that our country -women appear no lefs ami-
able in the eyes of the male-vvorld, than they have done in former agê .
For where a great number of flowers grow, the ground at a dillance
feems entirely covered with them, and we muft walk into it, before we
can ditlinguiili the feveral weeds that fpring up in fuch a beautiful mafs
of colours. Our great concern is, to find deformity can arife among fo
many charms, and that the molt lovely parts of the creation can make
themfelves tue moit difagreeable. But it is an obfervation of the Philofo-
phers, that the beft things may be corrupted into the worft ; and the an-
cients did not fcruple to affirm, that the Furies and the Graces were of
the fame fex.

Äs I fliould do the nation and themfelves good fervice, if I could draw
the Ladies, who füll hold out againft his Majefty, into the intereft of our
prefent eltablifliment, I fliall propofe to their ferious confideration, the fe¬
veral inconveniencies which thofe among them undergo , who have not
yet furrendered to the government.

They ihould firft reflecl; on the great fufferings and perfecutions to which
they expofe themfelves by the obftinacy of their behaviour. They lofe
their eleftions in every club where they are fet up for toafts. They are
obliged by their principles to flick a patch on the moft unbecoming fide
of their fore-heads. They forego the advantage of birth-day fuits. They
are infulted by the loyalty of claps and hiffes every •time they appear at a
play. They reeeive no benefit from the army, and are never the better
for all the young fellows that wear hats and feathers. They are forced
to live in the country and feed their chicken ; at the fame time that they
might ftiew themfelves at Court , and appear in brocade, if they öehaved
themfelves well. In fhort, what muri go to the heart of every flne wo*
man, they throw themfelves quite out of the fafliion.

Vol . IV. LH The
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The above-mentioned motive muft have an influence upon the gay part

of the fex; and as for thofe who are afted by more fublime and moral
principles, they ihould confider, that they cannot lignalize themfelves as
malecontents, without breaking through all the amiable inftinfts and (öft¬
er virtues, which are peculiarly ornamental to womankind. Their timo-
rous, gentle, modeft behaviour; their affability, meeknefs, good-breeding,
and many other beautiful difpofitions of mind muft be facrificed to ablind
and furious zeal for they do not know what. A man is ftartled when he
fees a pretty bofom heaving with fuch party-rage, as is difagreeable even
in that fex which is of a more coarfe and rugged make. And yet fuch
is our roisfortune, that we fometimes fee a pair of ftays ready to burft
with fedition; and hear the molt mafculine paflions expreft in the fweet-
eft voices. I have lately been told of a Country-genclewoman, pretty
much famed for this virility of behaviour in party-difputes, who, upon
venting her notions very freely in a ftrange place, was carried before an
honelt Jultice of the Peace. This prudent Magistrate obferving her to
be a large black woman, and finding by her difcourfe that fhe was no bet¬
ter than a rebel in a riding-hood, began to fufpecl: her for my Lord Ni-
thijdale tili a Itranger came to her refcue, who aflured him, with tears
in his eyes, that he was her husband.

In the next place our Britißo Ladies may confider, that by interefting:
themfelves fo zealoufly in" the affairs of the publick, they are engaged,
without any neceffity, in the crimes which are often committed even by
the bell of parties, and which they are naturally exempted from by the
privilege of their fex. The worft charafter a female could formerly arrive
at, was of being an ill woman; but by their prefent conduft, fhe may like-
wife deferve the charafter of an ill fubjeft. They come in for their fhare
of political guilt, and have founda way to make themfelves much greater
criminals, than their mothers before them.

I have great hopes that thefe motives, when they are affifted by their
own refleftions, will incline the fairones of the adverfe party to come
over to the national intereft, in which their own is fo highly concerned;.
efpecially if they confider, that by thefe fuperfluous employments which
they take upon them as partifans, they do not only dip themfelves in an
unneceflary guilt, but are obnoxious to a grief and anguifh of mind, which
doth not properly fall within their lot. And here I would advife every
one of thefe exafperated Ladies, who indulges that opprobrious eloquence
which is fo much in falhion, to refleft on Mßfs fable of the viper. This
little animalyfays the old moralift, chatteing to meet with aßle, began to
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tick it with her tongue tili the blood came; which gave her a very ßlly
fatisfaffion, as imagining the blood came from the file, notwithßandtng all
the Jmart was in her own tongue.

N° 27. Friday, March23.

—dü vifa fecundant. Luc.

IT is an old obfervation, that a time of peace is alwaysa time of Pro-
digies; for as our news-writers muft adorn their papers with that
which the criticks call, the Marvellousy they are forced in a dead

calm of affairs, to ranfack every dement for proper amufements, and ei-
ther to aitonifh their Readers from time to time with a ftrange and won-
derful fight, or be content to lofe their cuftom. The fea is generally fil-
led with monfters when there are no fleets upon it. Mount Mtna im-
mediately began to rage upon the extinftion ,pf the rebellion: and woe
to the people of Catanea, if the peace continues; for they are fure to be
Ihaken every week with earthquakes, tili they are relieved by the fiege
of fome other great town in Europe. The air has likewife contributed
its quota of Prodigies. We had a blazing ftar by the laft mail from Ge-
noa-, and in the prefent dearth of battels have been very opportunely en-
tertained, by perfons of undoubted credit, with a Civil war in the clouds,
where our fliarp-fighted malecontents difcovered many objeäs invifible
to an eye that is dimmed by /F^ -principles.

I queftion not but this paper will fall in with the prefent humour, fince it
containsa very remarkable vifion of a Highland Seer,who isfamousamong
the mountains, and known by the name of Second-ßghted-Sawney. Had
he been able to write, we might probably have feen this vifion fooner in
print ; for it happened to him very early in the late hard winter; and is
tranfmitted to me by a ftudent at Glajgow, who took the whole relation
from him, and ftuck clofe to the faäs, though he has delivered them in
his own ftyle.

LH * Sawney»
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