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N°27. The FREE -HOLDER . 4$r
tick it with her tongue tili the blood came; which gave her a very ßlly
fatisfaffion, as imagining the blood came from the file, notwithßandtng all
the Jmart was in her own tongue.

N° 27. Friday, March23.

—dü vifa fecundant. Luc.

IT is an old obfervation, that a time of peace is alwaysa time of Pro-
digies; for as our news-writers muft adorn their papers with that
which the criticks call, the Marvellousy they are forced in a dead

calm of affairs, to ranfack every dement for proper amufements, and ei-
ther to aitonifh their Readers from time to time with a ftrange and won-
derful fight, or be content to lofe their cuftom. The fea is generally fil-
led with monfters when there are no fleets upon it. Mount Mtna im-
mediately began to rage upon the extinftion ,pf the rebellion: and woe
to the people of Catanea, if the peace continues; for they are fure to be
Ihaken every week with earthquakes, tili they are relieved by the fiege
of fome other great town in Europe. The air has likewife contributed
its quota of Prodigies. We had a blazing ftar by the laft mail from Ge-
noa-, and in the prefent dearth of battels have been very opportunely en-
tertained, by perfons of undoubted credit, with a Civil war in the clouds,
where our fliarp-fighted malecontents difcovered many objeäs invifible
to an eye that is dimmed by /F^ -principles.

I queftion not but this paper will fall in with the prefent humour, fince it
containsa very remarkable vifion of a Highland Seer,who isfamousamong
the mountains, and known by the name of Second-ßghted-Sawney. Had
he been able to write, we might probably have feen this vifion fooner in
print ; for it happened to him very early in the late hard winter; and is
tranfmitted to me by a ftudent at Glajgow, who took the whole relation
from him, and ftuck clofe to the faäs, though he has delivered them in
his own ftyle.

LH * Sawney»
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OAwney was defcended of an ancient family, very rnuch renowned for

their skill in prognoftieks . Möft of his anceftors were. feeond-fight-
ed, and his mother but narrowly efcaped being b.urrit for a witch. As
he was going out one morning very early to fteal a ftieep, he was feized
on the fudden with a fit of fecond-light . The face of the whole couatry
about him was changed in the twinkling of an eye, and prefented him
with a wide profpeft of new fcenes and objefts,,..which he had neverfeen
tili that day.

He difcovered at a great dittance from him a large fabrick, which caft
fuch a gliftering light about it, that it looked Hke a huge rock of Dia-
mond . Upon the top of it was planted a ftandardj Üreaming in a ftrongnorthern wind, and embroidered with a mrxture of Thiitles and Elower^
de-luces. As he was amufing himfelf with this dränge fight, he heard a-;
bagpipe at. fome diftance behind him, and, turning about, faw a Genera^ ,
who feemed very much animated with the ibund of it, marching to-
wards him at the head of a numerous army. He learnt, upon enquiry, ./
that they were making a proceffion to the ürufture which flood. before
him, and which he found was the Temple of rebellion. He immediately
ftruck in with them ; but defcribed this march to the temple. with fo
much horrour , that he fhivered every joynt all the white he fpoke of
it. They were förced to clamber over fo many. rocks, . and to tread up*
on the brink of fo many precipices, that they were very often in danger
of their lives. Sawney declared, that, for his own part , he walked in:
fearof his neck every fiep he toek . Upon their coming within a few
furlongs of the temple* they pafTed tbrough a very thick grove, .confe- .
crated to a deity who was known by the name o^ Treafon, . They . here
difperfed themfelves into abundance of labyrinths and covered . walks,
which led to the temple. The path was fo very flippery, the ihade fo•
exceeding gloomy, and the whole wood fo füll of echoes, .that .they were
forced to march with the greatefl warinefs, circumfpeftion and filence. ,
They at length arrived at a-great gate, which was the principal avenue-
to that magnificent fabrick. Sawney ftood fome time at.the entrance to
obferve the fplendour of the building, and was not a little entertained
with a prodigious number of ftatues, which were planted up and down
in a fpacious court that lay befbre it ; but, upon examinirig it more nicely,
he found the whole fabrick, which made fuch a glittering appearance, and
feemed impregnable, was compofed of Lee,.and that the feveral ilatues
which feemed at a diftance to be made of the whitelt marble, were no-
ihing eife but fo many figures in fnow. The . front of the temple was

very.-
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very curioufly adornedwith Stars and Garters , Ducal Coronets , Generals
ftaffs, and many other emblems of honour wrought in the moft beautifu!
froit-work . After having flood at gaze fome time before this great gate,
he difcovered on it an infcription , lignifying it to be the Gate of Ter-
jury . There was erefted near it a great Coloffus in fnow that had two
faces, and was drelt like a Jefuit %. with one of. its hands upon a book,
and the other grafping a dagger . Upon entring into the Court , he took
aparticular furvey of feveral of the . figures. There was Sedition with a
trumpet in her hand, and Rapine in the garb of a Highlander : Ambition,
Envy, Difgrace, Poverty , and Difappointment, .were all of them reprefent-
ed under their proper emblems. Among other ftatues, he obferved that
of Rumour whifpering an ideot in the ear, who was the reprefentative
of Credulity ; and Faftion embracing with her hundred arms an old-fafhi-
oned figure in a lleeple-crowned hat, that was defigned to exprefs a cun-
ning old gipfy, called Paflive-obedience . Zeai too had a place among the
reft, with a bandage over her eyes, though one would not have expecled
to have feen her reprefented in fnow. ßut the moit remarkable objecl
in this court -yard, was a huge free that grew up before the porch of the
temple, and was of the fame kind with that, which Virgil teils us flou- -
riflied at the entrance of the infernal regions. For it bore nothing but
dreams, whieh hung in clufters under every leaf of it. The travellers re- -
freflied themfelves in the fliade of this tree before they entered the Tem- -
fleof Rebellion, and after their frights andfatigues , received great comfort in-.
the fruit which feil from it . At lengththe gates of the temple flew open,
and the crowd ruflied into. it . In the centre of it was a grim idolj with 1
a fword in the right hand, and a firebrand .in the left. The fore-part of
the Pedeftal was curioufly emboffed with a triumph, while the back-
part, that lay more out of fighr, was filled with gibbets and axes. This
dreadful idol is worlhipped , like feveral of old, .with human facrifices,
and his votaries were confuking .among themfelves, how to gratify him
with Hecatombs y,when, on a fudden, they were furpri 'zed with the alarm
of a great light which appeared in the fouthern part of the Heavens, and
made its progrefs directly towards them. This light appeared as a great-
raafs of flame, or rather glory, like that of .the fun in its ftrength . There
were three figures in the midit of it, whö were known by their feveral
hieroglyphicks, to be Religion^Loyalty, and Valour . The laft had a grace-
ful air, a blooming countenance, and a ftar upon its breaft, which fhot forth ;
feveral pointed beams of a peculiar luftre..\ The glory which encompaf-
fed.them, covered the place, and darted its rays with fo much ftrength,,

that .-
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that the whole fabrick and all its Ornaments began to melt. The feveral
emblems of honour, which were wrought on the front in the brittle ma-
terials above-mentioned, trickled avray under the firft impreffions of the
heat. In fliort, the thaw was fo violent, that the temple and ftatues ran
off in a fudden torrent, and the whole winter-piece was diffolved. The
covered walks were laid open by the light which Ihone through every
part of them, and the Dream-tree withered like the famous gourd, that
was fmitten by the noon-day Sun. As for the votaries, they left the place
with the greateft precipitation, and difperfed themfelves by flight into a
thoufand different paths among the mountains.

N° 28. Monday, March 26.

--------- Incendla lumen
Pr <ebebanty aliquifque malo fu 'it ufus in tllo. Ov . Met.

SIR Francis Bacon, in the dedication before his hiftory of Henry
the Seventh, obferves, that peaceable times are the beft to live in,
though not fo proper to furnifli materials for a writer : as hilly coun-

tries afford the moft entertaining profpefts, though a man would chufe
to travel througha piain one. To this we may add, that the times, whichare füll of diforders and tumults, are likewife the fulleft of inftruäion.
Hißory indeed furnilhes us with very diftincl accounts of faäions, con-
fpiracies, civil wars and rebellions, with the fatal confequences that attend
them: but they do not make fuch deep and lafting impreffions on ourminds, as events of the fame nature, to which we have our felves been
witneffes, and in which we or our friends and acquaintance have been
fufferers. As adverfity makesa man wife in his private affairs, civil ca-
lamities give him prudence and circumfpe&ion in his publick eonducl.The miferies of the civil war under the reign of King Charlesthe
Firft, and the confequences which enfued upon them, did, for many
years, deter the inhabitants of our Ifland from the thoughts of engaging
anew in fuch defperate undertakings; and convinced them, by fatal ex-
perience, that nothing could be fo pernicious to the Engliß , and fo op-
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