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the endeavours that hayve been ufed to reconcile the do@rines of the two
Chnrches, which are in themfelves as oppofite as light and darknefs) thai
they have been drawn over infenfibly into its interefts. It is no wonder,
therefore, that {o many of thefe deluded zealots have been engaged in a
caufe which they at firft abhorred, and have withed or aéted for the fuc-
cefs of an enterprize, that might have ended in the extirpation of the
Proteftant religion in this kingdom, and in all Europe. In fhort, they
are like the Syrzans, who were firft fmitten with blindnefs, and unknow-
ingly led out of their way into: the capital of their enemy’s country ;
infomuch that the text tells us, /#hesn they opened their eyes, they found
themfelves in the midff of Samaria.

N 20. Friday, March 30.

D.'f.j te. minorem .ngod geris; 1mperas.
Hinc omne principium, buc refer exitum.
D multa negleft: dedernns
Hefperie mala lufluofee. Hor,

HIS being a day in which the thonghts of our countryimen are,

or ought to be, employed on ferious fubjefs, I fhall take the op-

portunity of that difpofition of mind in my Readers, to recom-
mend to them the practice of thofe religions and moral virtues, without
which all policy is vain, and the beft caufe deprived of its greateft orna-
ment and {fupport. :

Common {enfe, as well as the experience of all 2 1es, teaches us, that
no government can flourith which doth not encourage and propagate re-
ligion and morality among all its particular members. It was an obferva-
tion of the ancient Komans, that their empire had not more increafed
by the firength of their arms, than by the fan&ity of their manners:
and Cicero, who {eems to have been better verfed than any of them, both
in the theory ‘and the praftice. of politicks, makes it a doubt, whether
it were-poffible for a community to exift that had not a prevailing mix-
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ture' of piety in its conftitution. Juftice, temperance, humility, and almoft
every other moral virtue, do not only derive the bleflings of Providence
upon thofe who exercife them, but are the natural means for acquiring
the publick profperity. ‘Befides; religious motives and inilinés are {o
bufy in the heart of every reafonable creature, that a man who would hope
to govern a fociety without any regard to thefe principles, is as much to
be contemned for his folly, as to be detefted for his impiety.

To this we may add, that the world is never funk into {uch a ftate of
degeneracy, but they pay a natural veneration to men of virtue; and re-
joice to fee. themfelves conduéted by thofe, who act under the aweof a
fupreme Being, and who think themfelves accountable for all their pro-
ceedings to the great judge and fuperintendent of human affairs.

Thofe of our fellow-fubjeés, who are fenfible of the happinefs they en-
joy in his Majefty’s acceflion to the throne, are obliged, by all the duties
of gratitude, to adore that providence which has fo fignally interpofed in
our behalf, by clearing a way to the Proteftant fucceffion through fuch
difficulties as feemed infuperable; by deteéting the confpiracies which
have been formed againft it; and, by many wonderful events, weakening
the hands and baffling the attempts of all his Majefty’s enemies both foreign
and domeftick.

The party who diftinguifh themfelves by their zeal for the prefent E-
{tablifhment, fhould be careful, in a particular manner, to difcover in
their whole condu@ fuch a reverence for religion, as may fhew how
groundlefs that reproach is which is caft upon them by their enemies, of
being averfe to our national worfhip. W hile others engrofs to themfelves
the name of The Church, and, in a manner, excommunicate the beft part
of their fellow-fubjeéts ; let us thew our felves the genuine fons of if, by
pradifing the doétrines which it teaches. The advantage will be vifibly
on our fide, If we ftick to its effentials; while they triumph in that emp-
ty denomination which they beftow upon themfelves. Too many of
them are already dipt in the guilt of perjury and fedition; and as we ré-
main unblemifhed in thefe particulars, let us endeavour to excel them In
all the other parts of Religion, and we fhall quickly find, that a regular
moraliry is, in its own nature, more popular, as well as more MEritorious,
than an intemperate zeal.

We have likewife, in the prefent times of confufion and diforder, 20

“opportunity of fhewing our abhorrence of feveral principles which have
been afcribed to usby the malice of our enemies. A difaflettion 10 Kings

and Kingly government, with a pronenefs to rebellion, have been often
very
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very unjuftly charged on that party which goes by the name of ##'higs.
Our {teady,and continued adherence to his Majelly and the prefent hap-
py fettlement, will the moft effectually confute this calumny.: Our adver-
{aries, who, know very well how odious common-wealth principles are
to. the Bngli/b nation, have inverted the very fenfe of words and things,
rather than not continue to brand us:with this imaginary guile: For with
fome of thefe men, at prefent, loyalty to-our King is Republicanifin, and
rebellion Paflive-obedience.

It has been an old objeétion to the principles of the /#bigs, that feveral
of their leaders, who have been zealous for redrefling the grievances of
Government, have not behaved themfelves better than the Zories in do-
meftick fcenes of life: but at the fame time have been publick Patriots
and private oppreflors. This obje¢tion, were it true, has no weight in
it, fince the misbehaviour of particular perfons does not at all affeét their
caufe, and fince 2 man may act Jaudably in fome refpeéts, who does not
fo in others. However it were to be wifhed, that men would not give
occafion even. to fuch inveétives; but at the fame time they confult the
happinefs of the whole, that they would promote it to their utmoft in all
their private dealings among thofe who lie more immediately within their
influence. In the mean while I muft obferve, that this reproach, which
may-be often met with in print and converfation, tends in reality to the
honour of the #higs, as it {uppofes that a greater regard to juftice and
humanity is to be expeted from them, than from thofe of the oppofite
party: And iris certain we cannot better recommend our principles, than
by fuch aétions as are their natural and genuine fruits.

Were we thus careful to guard our felves in a particular manner againft
thefe groundlefs imputations of our enemies, -and to rife above them as
much in our morality as in our politicks, our caufe would be always as
flourithing as it is juft. It is certain, that our notions have a more natu-
ral tendency to fuch a praétice, as we efpoufe the Proteftant Intereft in
oppofition to that of Popery, which is fo far from advancing meorality by
its doétrines, that it has weakned, or entirely fubverted, many of the du-
ties even of natural religion.

I fhall conclude, with recommending one virtue more to the friends
of the prefent eftablifhment, wherein the /#higs have been remarkably
deficient ; which is a general unanimity and concurrence in the purfuit of
fuch meafures as are neceflary for the well-being of their country. As it
is a laudable freedom of thought which unfhackles their minds from
the poor and narrow prejudices of education, and opens their eyes to a
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more extenfive view of the publick good; the fame freedom of thought
difpofes feveral of them to the embracing of particular {chemesand ma-
xims, and to a certain fingularity of opinion which proves highly prejus
dicial to their caufe ; efpecially when they are encouraged in them by a
vain breath of popularity, or by the artificial praifes which are|beftowed
on them by the oppofite "party. This temper of mind, though the effe&
of a noble principle, very often betrays their friends, and bringsinto
power the moft pernicious and implacable of their enemies. In cafes of
this nature, it is the duty of an honeft and prudent man, to facrifice a
doubtful opinion to the concurring judgment of thofe whom he believes
to be well intentioned to their country, and who have better opportuni-
ties of looking into all its moft complicated interefts. An honeft partyof
men afting with unanimity, are of infinitely greater confequence than the
fame party aiming at the fame end by different views: As a large dia-
mond 15 of a thoufand times greater value whilft it rémains entire,
than when it is cut into a multitude of fmaller {ftones, notwithftanding
they may each of them be very curioufly fet, and are all of the fame
water,

N°30:  Monday, April 2.

memeemeniae I, “werbis virtutem illude fuperbis, Virg.

ble French 4bé¢ upon a fubje@ which the people of that King-

dom love to ftart in difcourfe, the comparative greatnefs of the
two nations; he asked me, How many fouls I thonght there might be in
London? Ireplied, being willing to do my countrey all the honour I fair-
ly could, That there were feveral who computed them at near a million:
But not finding that furprize I expeted in his countenance, I returned
the queftion upon him, how many he thought there might be in Paris?
To which he anfwered, with a certain grimace of coldnefs and indiffe-
Yence, .dbout ten or swelve millions,

% S T was fome years ago engaged in converfation with a fafhiona-
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