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466 The FREE-HOLDER. Nesy

more extenfive view of the publick good; the fame freedom of thought
difpofes feveral of them to the embracing of particular {chemesand ma-
xims, and to a certain fingularity of opinion which proves highly prejus
dicial to their caufe ; efpecially when they are encouraged in them by a
vain breath of popularity, or by the artificial praifes which are|beftowed
on them by the oppofite "party. This temper of mind, though the effe&
of a noble principle, very often betrays their friends, and bringsinto
power the moft pernicious and implacable of their enemies. In cafes of
this nature, it is the duty of an honeft and prudent man, to facrifice a
doubtful opinion to the concurring judgment of thofe whom he believes
to be well intentioned to their country, and who have better opportuni-
ties of looking into all its moft complicated interefts. An honeft partyof
men afting with unanimity, are of infinitely greater confequence than the
fame party aiming at the fame end by different views: As a large dia-
mond 15 of a thoufand times greater value whilft it rémains entire,
than when it is cut into a multitude of fmaller {ftones, notwithftanding
they may each of them be very curioufly fet, and are all of the fame
water,

N°30:  Monday, April 2.

memeemeniae I, “werbis virtutem illude fuperbis, Virg.

ble French 4bé¢ upon a fubje@ which the people of that King-

dom love to ftart in difcourfe, the comparative greatnefs of the
two nations; he asked me, How many fouls I thonght there might be in
London? Ireplied, being willing to do my countrey all the honour I fair-
ly could, That there were feveral who computed them at near a million:
But not finding that furprize I expeted in his countenance, I returned
the queftion upon him, how many he thought there might be in Paris?
To which he anfwered, with a certain grimace of coldnefs and indiffe-
Yence, .dbout ten or swelve millions,

% S T was fome years ago engaged in converfation with a fafhiona-

It




Nego.. 7The FREE-HOLDER 461

It would, indeed, be incredible to atan who has never been in France,
fhould one relate the extravagant notion they entertain of themfelves,
and the mean opinion they have of their neighbours. There are cer-
eainly (notwithitanding the vifible decay of learning and tafte which has
appeared among them of late years) many particular perfonsin that coun-
try, whorare eminent in the higlieft degree for their good fenfe, as well
as for their knowledge in all the arts and fciences. But 1 believe every
one, who is acquainted with them, will allow, that the people in gene-
ral fall fhort of thofe, who border upon them, in ftrength and {olidity of
underftanding. One would therefore no more wonder to fe€'the moit
fhallow mation of Ewrope the moft vain, than to find the moit empty fel-
lows in every diftiné nation more conceited and cenforious than the reit
of their countrymen. Prejudice and felf-fufficiency naturally proceed
from imexperience of the world, and ignorance of mankind. As it re-
gnires but very fmall abilities to difcover the imperfections of another,
we find that none are more apt to turn their neighbours into ridicule,
than thofe who are the moft ridiculous in their own private condnct.

Thofe among the French, who have {een nothing but their own coun-
try, can {carce bring themfelves ro believe, that a nation, which lies ne-
ver fo lictle North of them, is not full of Gozhs and Fandals. Nay thofe
among them who travel into foreign parts are fo prejudiced in favour of
their own imaginary politenefs, that they are apt to look upon every thing
as barbarous in proportion as it deviates from what they find at home.
Nolefs a man than an Ambaflador of Frasce being in converfation with
our King of glorious memory, and willing to encourage his Majefty, told
him, that he talked like a Frenchman. The King {miled at the encomi-
um which was given him, and only replied, 8ir, I am fire you do. An
eminent writer of the laft age was fo offended at this kind of infolence,
which fhewed it felf very plentifully in one of their travellers who gave
an account of England, that he vindicated the honour of his country in
a book full of juft fatyr and ingenuity. Ineed not acquaint my reader, thatl
mean Bifhop Sprat’s anfwer to Sorbiere.

Since I am upon this head, I cannot forbear mentioning fome profound
remarks that I have been lately thewn in a French book, the Author of
which livediit feems, fome time in England. The Englith, fays this cu-
rious traveller, wery much delight in Pudding. This is the favonrite aifp
wot only of the Clergy, but of the people in general. Provided there be a
Pudding apon the table, no matter what are the orbsr difbes; they are fure
20 make a feaft. They think themfelves fo bappy when they have a Pud-

ding
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ding before them, that if any one wounld tell a friend be is arrived in 4
Jucky juiclure, the ordinary falutation is, Sir, I am glad to fee you; yeu
are come in Pudding-time. _

One cannot have the heart to be angry at this judicious obferver,
notwithftanding he has treated us like a race of Hottentots, becaufe he
only taxes us with our inordinate love of pudding, which it muit be con-
fefled, is not fo elegant a dith as frog and fallat. Every one whq has
been at Paris, knows that Un gros milord Anglois is a frequent jeft upon
the French {lage; as if corpulence was a proper fubje@t for fatyr, or'a
man of honour could help his being far, who eats fuitable to his quality.

It would be endlefs to recount the inveétives which are to be met with
among the French Hiftorians, and even in Mezeray himfelf, againft the
manners of our countrymen. Their Authors in other kinds of writing
are likewife very liberal in charaéters of the fame nature. I cannot for.
bear mentioning the learned Monfieur Petin in particular; who tells us
in fo many words, That the Englith are a people, whom he naturally ab-
hors: And in another place, That be looks upon the Englith among the f5-
veral nations of men, as be does upon wolves among the feveral [pecies of
beafts. A Britifb writer would be very juftly charged with want of po-
litenefs, who in return to this civility, fhould look upon the French as
that part of mankind which anfwers to a fpecies in the brute creation,
whom we call in Zuglifb by the name. of monkies.

If the French load us with thefe indignities, we may obferve, for our
comfort, that they give the reft of their borderers no better quarter. If
we are a dull, heavy, phlegmatick people, we are it feems no worfe than
our neighbours. As aninftance, I fhall fec down at large a remarkable
paflage in a famous book entituled Chevreana, written many year$ ago
by the celebrated Monfieur Chevreax; after having advertifed my reader
that the Dutchefs of Hanover,and the Princefs Elizabeth of Bobemia,who
are mentioned in it, werethe late excellent Princefs Sophiz and her Sifler.

Tilenus pour un Allemand, parle & ecrit bien Frangois, 4iz Scaliger:
Gretzer a bien de I' efprit pour un Allemand, 4i¢z /Je Cardinal
auw Perron: Et le P. Bowhours met en queftion, Siun Allemand peut
etre belefpric? On ne doit juger ni biennimal dune Nation par un particulier
ni d'un particulier par fanation. Il y ades Allemands,comme des Fran C0is,
qui wont point defprit; des Allemands, qui ont [cdl plusd’ Hebreu, plus de
Grec, que Scaliger & Je Cardinal du Perron: Fhonore fore le P. Bou-
hours, qus a du merite; mais Fofe dire, que la France n’ a point de plus
el Efprit que Madame la Duchefe de Hanovre d’aujourdhui, #: de

perfoune
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perfonne plus filidement favante en Philofophie que Petoit Madame Ia
Princefle Elizabeth de Boheme, fa Sceur: £z je ne croi pas que “on ve-
fufe e méme titre a beaucoup d’ Academiciens d’ Allemagne dont les Ouv-
rages meriteroient bien d’ étre traduits. Ily a d° antres Princeffes en
Allemagne, qui ont infiniment de I efprit. Les Frangois difent ¢'eft un
Allemand, powur exprimer un homme pefant, brutal: (5 fes Allemands com-
me bes Italiens, ce'ft un Francois, pour dire un fou® un etourdi. Ceft
aller trop loin: comme le Prince de Salé dit de Ruyter, Il eft honnéte
homme, c’eft bien dommage qu’il foit Chrétien. Chevraana, Tom, 1.

« Tzlenus, {ays Scaliger, {peaks and writes well for a German. Gret-
zer has a great deal of wit for a German, fays Cardinal Perron. And
Father Bouzhours makes it a queftion, whethera German can be a Wit?
One ought not to judge well or ill of a nation from a particular perfon,
nor of aparticular perfon from his nation, There are Germans, as there
are French, who have no wit; and Gesrmans who are better skilled in
Greek and Hebrew than either Scaliger or the Cardinal du Perron,
I have a great honour for father Boxbours, who is aman of merit; bue
will be bold to fay, that there is not in all France, a perfon of more
wit than the prefent Dutchefs of Hamover; nor more thoroughly know-
ing in Philofophy, than was the late Princefs E/izabeth of Bobemia
 her fifter; and I believe none can refufe the fame title to many Aca-
demicians in Germany, whofe works very well deferve to be tranflated
into our tongue. There are other Princeffes in Germany, who have
alfo an infinite deal of wit, The French fay of a man, that he is a
« German, when they would fignify that he is dull and heavy; and the
“ Germans as well as the Izalians, when they would call a man, a hair-
% brain’d coxcomb, fays he is a French man. This is going too far, and
« is like the Governour of §a//y’s faying of De Ruyter, the Durch Ad-
« miral, be is an honeff man, 'tis a great pity be is a Chriftian.

Having already run my paper out to its ufual length, I have not room for
many reflections on that which is the fubject of it. The laft cited Au-
thor has been before-hand with me in its proper moral. I fhall only add
toit,that there hasbeen an unaccountable difpofition among the Englifb of
late years, to fetch the fathion from the French, not only in their drefs
and behaviour, but even in their judgments and opinions of mankind. It
will however be reafonable for us, if we concur with them in their con-
tempt of other neighbouring nations, that we fhould likewife regard our
felves under the fame view in which they are wont to place us. The Re-

prefentations they make of us, are as of a nation the leaft favoured by
them;
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them; and, as thefe are agreeable to the natural averfion they have fop

us, are more difadvantageous than the piGtures they have drawn of any
other people in Europe. :

N°g31.  Friday, April 6.

Omnes bomines, P. C.-qui de rebus dubiss confultant, ab odso,
amiitiay ira, atque mifericordia vacuos effe deces,
Cafar apud Salluft,

Have purpofely avoided, during the whole coutfe of this paper, to
] fpeak any thing coneerning the treatment which is due to fuch per-

" fons as have been concerned in the late rebellion, becaufe T would
not feem to irritate juftice againft thofe who are under the profecution
of the law, nor incenfe any of my Readers againft unhappy though guilty
men. But when we find the proceedings of our government in this par-
ticular traduced and mifreprefented, it is the duty of every good fubjeét
to fet them in their proper light.

I'am the more prompted to this undertaking by a pamphlet, entitled, 4
argument o prove the affeitions of the people of England 10 be the beff fo-
curity of the government 5 bumbly offered tothe confidiration of the patrons
of feverity, and applyed to the prefent juniture of affuirs. Had the whole
{cope of the Author been anfwerable to his title, he would have only un-
dertaken to prove what every man in his wits is already convinced of.
But the drift of the pamphlet is to flir up our compaflion towards the
rebels, and our indignation againt the government. ‘The Author, who
knew that fuch a defign as this could not be carried on without a great
deal of artifice and fophiftry, has puzzled and perplexed his caufe, by
throwing his thoughts together in fuch a ftudied confufion, that upon this
account, if upon any, his pamphlet is, as the party have reprefented it, un-
anfwerable.

The famous Monfieur Bay/e compares the anfwering of an immetho-
dical Author to the hunting of a Duck: when you have him full in your
fight, and fancy your felf within reach of him, he gives you the {lip, and

: becomes
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