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them ; and, as thefe are agreeable to the natural averfion they have for
us, are more difadvantageous than the piäures they have drawn of any
other people in Europe.

IHave purpofely avoided, during the whole courfe of this paper, to
fpeak any thing concerning the treatment which is due to fuch per-
fons as have been concerned in the late rebellion, becaufe I would

not feem to irritate juftice againft thofe who are under the profecution
of the law, nor incenfe any of my Readers againft unhappy though guilty
men. But when we find the proceedings of our government in this par-
ticular traduced and mifreprefented , it is the duty of every good fubjeft
to fet them in their proper light.

I am the more prompted to this undertakingby a pamphlet, entitled, ^ »
argument to prove the affeBions of the people of England to be the beß fe-
curity of the government ; humbly ojfered to the conßdvration of the patrons
offeverity , and applyed to the prefent juntJure of ajfairs . Had the whole
fcope of the Author been anfwerable to his title, he would have only un-
dertaken to prove what every man in his wits is already convinced of.
But the drift of the pamphlet is to ft'ir up our compaflion towards the
rebels, and our indignation againft the government . The Author , who
knew that fuch a defign as this could not be carried on without a great
deal of artifice and fophiftry, has puzzled and perplexed his caufe, by
throwing his thoughts together in fuch a ftudied confufion, that upon this
account , if upon any, his pamphlet is, as the party have reprefented it, .un-anfwerable.

The famous Monfieur Bayle compares the anfwering of an immetho-
dical Author to the hunting of a Duck : when you have him füll in your
üght , and fancy your felf within reach of him, he gives you the flip, and

Cxfär apud Salluft»

becomes
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becomes invifible. His argument is loft in fuch a variety of matter , that
you muft catch it where you can, as it rifes and difappears in the feveral
parts of his difcourfe.

The writer of this pamphlet could, doubtlefs, have ranged his thoughts
in much bettcr order , if he had pleafed : but he knew very well, that er¬
ror is not to be advanced by perfpicuity . In order therefore to anfwer
this pamphlet, I muft reduce the fubftance of it under proper heads ; and
difembroil the thoaghts of the Author , fince he did not think fit to do
it himfelf.

In the firft place I fliall obferve, that the terms which the Author makes
ufe of are loofe, general, and undefined, as will be fliewn in the fequel of
this paper ; and, what lefs becomes a fair reafoner, he puts wrong and in-
vidious names on every thing to colour a falfe way of arguing. He allows
that the rebels indifputably merit to be feverely chaßifed ; that they deferve
it according to law ; and that ifthey are punijhed, they have none to thank
but themfelves, (p. 7.) How can a man after fuch a conceflion make ufe
fometimes of the word Cruelty, but generally of Revenge, when he pleads
againft the exercife of what, according to his own notion, is at the moft
but rigid juftice ! Or why are fuch executions, which, according to his
own opinion, are legal, fo often to be called Violences and Slaughters ?
Not to mention the appellations given to thofe who do not agree with
him in his opinion for clemency, as the Blood-thirßy , the Tolitical Butch-
ers, State Chirurgeons, and the like.

But I mall now fpeak of that point, which is the great and reigning fal-
lacy of the pamphlet, and runs more or lefs through every paragraph.
His whole argument turns upon this fingle confideration ; Whether the
King fhould exert mercy or juflice towards thofe who have openly ap-
peared in the prefent rebellion ? ßy mercy he means a general pardon, by
jullicea general punifhment : fo that he fuppofes no other method prafti-
cable in this junfture , than either the forgiving all, or the executing all.
Thus he puts the queftion, Whether it be the intereß of the Trince to
deflroy the rebels by fire,fword , or gibbet ? (p. 4.) And, fpeaking of the
zealots for the government, he teils us, They think no remedy fo good, as to
make clear work ; and that they declare for the utter extirpation of all
who are its enemies in the moß minute circumßances : as if amputation
were the fole remedy thefe folitical butchers could find out for the
dißempers of aßate ; or that they thought the only way to make the top
flourijh, were to lop ojf the under branches. (p. 5.) He then fpeaks of the
Qoffee-houfe politicians , and the Cafuißs in red-coats; who, he teils us, are

Vor , IV. Nnn for
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ßor the utmofl rigour that thelr laws oß war or laws oß convenience can
injpire them with . (p. y.) Again, It is repreßented, iays he, that the re¬
bels deßerve the higheßpunijhment the laws can infli£i . (p. 7.) And after-
wards teils us, The queßion is, Whether the govemment ßhall Jhew mercy,or take a Reverend Divine 's advice, to ßay man and woman, infant and,
fuckling ? (p. 8.) Thus again he teils us, 'The friends to fevere counfels
alledge, that the government ottght not to be moved by compajpon; and
that the law fljould have its courfc. (p. 9.) And in another place puts thefe
words in their mouths, He may flill retain their affeclion, andyet let the
laws have their courfe in punijhing the guilty . (p. 18.) He goes upon the
fame fuppofition in the following paflages; It is impraif kable in ß ge-
neral a corruption, to deßroy All who are inßetled ; and unleßs you deflroy^
All, you do nothing to theßurpoße. (p. 10.) Shallour rightßul , King ßoew
himßelß leßs the true father oß bis people, and aßford bis pardon /fNone of
thoßepeople, who (like King Lear to bis daughters) had ßo great a con-
fidence in bis virtue as to give bim All . (p. I mall only add, that
the concluding -paragraph,. which is worked up with fo much artificial
horrour , goes upon a fuppofition anfwerable to the whole tenor of the
pamphlet ;. and implies, that the impeached Lords were to be executed
without exception or difcrimination.

Thus we fee what is the Author 's idea of that julHce againft which all
his arguments are levelled. If, in the next place, we confider the nature
of that clemency which he recommends , we find it to be no lefs univer-
fal and unreftrained.

He declares for a General Act oß Indemnity, (p. 20.) and teils us, lt
is the ßenße oß every dißpaßßionate man oß the kingdom, that the rebels may,,
and ought to be pardoned, (p. 19,) One populär A 'tf9..fays he, would even

yet retrieve all, (p. 2.1.) He declares himfelf not over-fondoßthe docfrines
&ß making examples oß traitors , (ibid.) And that the way toprevent thhgs
from being brought to an extremity , is to deal mildly with thoße unßortu-
nate Gentlemen engaged in the rebellion.

The Reader may now fee in how fallacious a manner this writer has
Ilated the controverfy : he fuppofes there are but two methods of treat-
ing the rebels ; that is, by cutting off every one of them to a man, or
pardoning every one of them without diftinciion. Now if there be athird method between thefe two extremes, which is on all aceounts more
eiigible than either of them, it is certain that the whole courfe of his ar-
gumentation comes to nothing . Every man of the plaineit underftand-
ing will eafily conclude, that in the cafe before us, as in moft others, we

ought
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ought to avoid both extremes ; that to deftroy every rebel would be an
exceffive feverity, and to forgive every one of them an unreafonable
weaknefs. The proper method of proceeding , is that which the Author
has purpofely omitted : namely, to temper jultice with mercy ; and, ac-
cording to the different circumftances that aggravate or alleviate the guilt
of the offenders, to reftrain the force of the laws, or to let them takc
their proper courfe . Punifhments are neceffary to fhew there is juftice
in a government , and pardons to Ihew there is mercy ; and both together
convince the peöple, that our conftitution under a good adminiftration
does not only make a difFerence between the guilty and the innocent»
but even among the guilty between fuch as are more or lefs criminal.

This middle method , which has been always praäifed by wife and good
governors, has hitherto been made ufe of by our Soveraign. If, indeed,
a ftranger, and one who is altogether unacquainted with . his Majefty's
conducl, fhould read this pamphlet, he would conclude that every per-
fon engaged in the rebellion was to die by the fword , the kalter , er the
axe ; nay, that their friends and abettors were involved in the fame fate«
Would it be poffible for him to imagine, that of the feveral thoufands
openly taken in arms, and liable to death by the laws of their country,
not above forty have yet fuffered ? how would he be furprized to hear,
that, notwithftanding his Majefty's troops have been viclorious in every
engagement, more of his friends have loft their lives in this rebellion,
than of his traiterous fubjefts ; though we add to thofe who have died
by the hand of juftice thofe of them who feil in battel ? and yet we
find a more populär compaffion endeavoured to be raifed for the deaths
of the guilty, who have brought fuch calamities on their country , than
for the innocent who periflied in the defence of it.

This middle method of proceeding , which has been purfued by his
Majefty, and is wilfully overlooked by the Author , beft anfwers the ends
of government ; which is to maintain the fafety of the publick by re-
wards and punifhments. It is alfo incumbent on a Governor , according
to the received didates of religion : which inftruäs us, that he beareth
not the fword in vain ; but ought to be a terror to evil-doers, and a praifi
to them that do well . It is likewife in a particular manner the duty of
a Britifl) King, who obliges himfelf by his Coronation -oath to execute
juftice in Mercy, that is, to mix them in his adminiftration* and not to
exercife either of them to the total exclufion of the other.

But if we confider the arguments which this Author gives for ciemen-
cy, from the good effefts it would produce , we mall find, that they

N n n z hold
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hold true only when applied to fuch a mercy as ferves rather to miti-
gate than exclude juftice. The excellence of that unlimited clemency
which the Author contends for, is recommended by the following argu-
ments.

Firß , That it endears a Prince to bis people . This he defcants on in
feveral parts of his book. Clemency will endear hisperfon to the nation;
and then they will neither have the Tower nor Will to dißurb bim.
(p . 8.) Was there ever a cruel Trince , that was not hated by his fub-

jecls ? (p . 24.) A merciful good-natured dijpoßtion is of all others the
moß amiable quality, and in Trinces always attended with a populär
love, (p . 18.)

It is certain, that fuch a populär love will always rife towards a good
Prince , who exercifes fuch a mercy as I have before defcribed , which is
confiftent with the fafety of the conftitution , and the good of his King¬
dom. But if it be thrown away at random, it lofes its virtue , leffens the
efteem and authority of a Prince , and cannot long recommend him, even
to the weakeft of his fubjecls, who will find all the effefts of cruelty in
fuch an ill-grounded compallion. It was a famous faying of William Ru-
fus , and is quoted to his honour by hiftorians : " Whofoever fpares per-
" jured men, robbers, plunderers and traitors , deprives all good men
<' of their peace and quietnefs, and lays a foundation of innumerable
" mifchiefs to the virtuous and innocent.

Another argument for unlimited clemency, is, that it fhews a coura-
gious temper : Clemency is likewife an argument of fearlejfnefs ; wbereas
cruelty not only betrays a weak, abjefö, depraved Jpirit , but alfo is for
the moß part a certain ßgn of cowardice. (p . 19.) - He had a truly
great foul, and fuch will always difdain the coward 's virtue , which is
Fear ; and the confequence of it , which is Revenge. (p . 27.) This Pa-
negyrick on clemency, when it is governed by reafon, is likewife very
right ; but it may fo happen, that the putting of laws in execution againii
traitors to their country may be the argument of fearleffnefs, when our
Governors are told that they dare not do it ; and fuch methods may be
made ufe of to extort pardons, as would make it look like cowardice to
grant them. In this lall cafe the Author ihould have remembered his
own words, that then only mercy is meritorious when it is voluntary,
and not extorted by the neceßlty of affairs , (p . 13. ) ßefides,,the Author
fhould have confidered , that another argument which he makes ufe of
for his clemency, are the refentments that may arife from the execution
of a rebel : an argument adapted to a cowardly, not a fearlefs temper.

This
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This he infers from the difpofition of the friends , well-wißers , or afo-
ciates of the fußer ers, ( p. 4.) Refentment will infame fome ; in others
compaffion will , by degrecs, riß into refentment. This will nalurally he¬
get a difpoßtion to overturn what they dißike, and then thcre will want
onlya fair opportunity, (p . 12.) This argument , like moft of the others,
pleads equally for malefaftors of all kinds, whom the government can
never bring to juftice, without difobliging their friends, well-wifhers, or
afföciates. But, I believe, if the Author would converfe with any friend,
well-wifher, or affociate of thefe fufFerers, he would find them rather.
deterred from their praäices by their fufferings, than difpofed to rife in
a new rebellion to revenge them. A government muft be in a very weak
and melancholy condition , that is not armed with a fufficient power for
its own defence againft the refentment of its enemies, and is afraid of
being overturned if it does juftice on thofe who attempt it. But I am
afraid the main reafon, why thefe friends, well-wifhers and aflbciates are
againft punifhing any of the rebels, is that which muft be an argument
with every wife Governor for doing juftice upon fome of them ; namely,-
that it is a likely means to come at the bottom of this confpiracy, and to
detecl: thofe who have been the private abettors of it, and who are füll
at work in the fame defign ; if we give credit to the fuggeftions of our
malecontents themfelves, who labour to make us believe that there is
füll life in this wicked project.

I am wonderfully furprized to fee another argument made ufe of for a
general pardon, which might have been urged more properly for a gene-
ral execution . The words are thefe ; 'The generality will never ba
brought to believe, but that thofe who fuffer only for treafon have very
hard meafure, nor can you with all your feverity undeceive them of their
error. If the generality of the Engliß have fuch a favourable opinion of
treafon, nothing can fo well eure them of an error fo fatal to their country
asthe punifhment of thofe who are guilty of it . It is evident, that a gene¬
ral impunity would confirm them in fuch an opinion : for the vulgär will
never be brought to believe, that there is a crime where they fee no pe-
nalty. As it is certain no error can be more deftruclive to the very Ber
ing of government than this, a proper remedy ought to be applied to it;
and I would ask this author , Whether upon this occafion, The dotJrine
of making examfles oftraitors be not very feafonable ; though he declares
himfelf not over-fond of it . The way to awaken men's minds to the
fenfe of this guilt, is to let them fee, by the fufferings of fome who have
ineurred it, how heinous a crime it is in the eye of the law, The
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The foregoing anfwermaybe applied iikewife to another argument of

rthe fame nature . If the faclion be as numerous as is pretended ; if the
Jpirit has fpread itfelf over the whole kingdom; if it has mixed with
the maß of the people ; thcn certainly all bloody meafures will but whet
men the more for revenge. If juftice inflifted on a few of the flagrant
criminals, with mercy extended to the, multitude , may be called bloody
yteafiires, they are without doubt abfolutely necefTary, in cafe the fpirit
of fa&ion be thus fpread among the mafs of the people ; who will readily
conclude, thdt if open rebellion goes unpunilhed , every degree of faftion
which leads to it muH be altogether innocent.

I am come now to another argument for pardoning all the rebels, which
is, that it would infpire them all with gratitude , and reduce them to
their allegiance. It is truly heroick to overcome the hearts of orte's ene-
mies ; and when it is comfiajfed, the undertaking is truly politick . (p . 8.)
He has now a fair opportunity of conquering more enemies by one a£l of
clemency, than the moß fuccefsjul General will be able to do in many eam-
faigns . (p . 9.) Are there not infinite numbers who would become mofl
dutiful upon any fair invitation >upon the leaft appearance ofgrace ? (p. 13.)
Which of the rebels could be ungrateful enough to refiß or abufe goodnefs
exemplified in praffiice, as well as extolled in theory? ( p. ^o.) Has not
his Majeity then fliewn the leaft appearance of grace in that generous
forgivenefs which he has already extended to fuch great numbers of his
:rebeHious fubjeds , who mult have died by the laws of their country,
had not his mercy interpofed in their behalf ? ßut if the Author means
(as he doth , through this whole pamphlet by the like expreffions) an uni-
verfvil forgivenefs, no unprejudiced man can be of his opinion, that it
would have had this good effedl. We may fee how little the converfion
of rebels is to be .depended on, when we obferve that feveral of the
leaders in this rebellion were men who had been pardoned for prafticesof the fame nature : and that molt of thofe who have fuffered, have
avowed their perfeverance in their rebellious principles, when they fpoke
their minds at the place of execution , notwithltanding their profeifions
to the iontrary white, they folicited forgivenefs. Befides, were pardon
extended indifierently to all-, which of them would think himfelf under
anv nanicular Obligation.? Whereas by that prudent difcrimination which
his Majefly has made between the offenders of different degrees, he na-
turally obliges thofe whom he has confidered with fo mucn tendernefs,
,and dillinguiflied as the mofl proper objecis of mercy. In Ihort, thofe
who are pardoned would not have known the value of grace, if none
had feit the effecls of juftice. I
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I muft not omit another reafon which the Author makes ufe of againft

punilhments ; Becaufe, he fays, thofe very means, or the afprehenßons of
them, have brought thingsto the paß in which they are, and confequently
will reduce them from bad to worfi , (p . 10.) And afterwards , This
growth of difajfeclion is in a great meafkre owing to the groundlefs jea-
loafies men entertained of the prefent adminiftration, - as if they were to
expefl nothing but crnelty under it . If our Author would have fpoken
out, and have applied thefe effe&s to the real caufe, he could afcribe
this change of affe&ions among the people to nothing elfe but the change
of the Miniftry : for we find that a great many perfons loft their loyalty
with their places ; and that their friends have ever lince madeufe of the
moft bafe methods to infufe thofe groundlefs difcontents into the minds
of the common people, which have brought fo many of them to the
brink of deftrucüon , and proved fo detrimental to their fellovv-fubjecls.
However , this proceeding has lhewn how dangerous it would have been
for his Majelty to have continued in their places of truft a fet of men,
fome of whom have fince aftually joined with the Pretender to his crown:
while othersmay be juftly fufpecled ■never to have been faithful to him
in their hearts, or, at leaft, whofe principles are precarious , and vifibly
conduäed by their intereft . In a word, . if the removal of thefe perfons
from their pofts has prodüced Aich populär commot.ions, the continuance
of them might have prodüced fomething much more fatal to their King
and country , and have brought about that revolution , which has now-
been in vain attempted . The condition of a Britifl ? King would be very
poor indeed , moulda party of his fubjefts threaten him with a rebellion
upon his bringing .malefaäors to juftice, or upon his refufmg to empioy
thofe whom he dares not truft.

1 fliall only mention another Argument againft the puniihment ofany
of the Rebeis, whofe.executions he. reprefents as very ihocking to the
people, becaufe they are their countrymen, (p. 12.) And again, The qyali-
ty ofthe fujferers , their allicinces, their characHers, their beingEngliflimen,
with a thouf&nd other circumßances, will contribute to breed more iil,
blood than all the State -chirurgeons can foßbly let out, (p. 12.) Tbe im-
peached Lords likewife, in the lafl: paragraph of the Pamphlet , are rp=
commended to our pity, becaufe they are our Countrymen. By this way
of reafoning, no man that is a Gentleman, or born within the three feas,
Ihould be fubjeft to capital puniihment . Befides, who can be guilty of
rebellion that are not our Countrymen? As for the endearing name of
Knglijhmen, which he beltows upon every one .of the criminals, he Ihould

confider,;".
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confider, that a man defervedly cuts himfelf off from the affeftions. as
well as the privileges of that Community, which he endeavours to fub-vert.

Thefe are the feveral arguments which appear in different forms and
expreffions through this whole pamphlet, and under which every onethat is urged in it may be reduced . There is indeed another fet of them,derived from the example and authority of great perfons, which the Au-thor produces in favour of his own fcheme. Thefe are William the Con-queror , Henry the Fourth of France , our late King William, King Solo¬mon̂ and the Tretender . If a man were difpofed to draw arguments forfeverity out of hiftory, how many inftances might one find of it amongthe greateft Princes of every nation ? but as different Princes may aftvery laudably by different methods in different conjunftures , I cannotthink this a conclufive way of reafoning. However , let us examine thisfet of arguments, and we fhall find them no lefs defecfive than thofeabove-mentioned.

One of the greateß of our Englifli Monarchs, fays our Author , wasWilliam the Conqueror ; and he was the greater , becaufi he put to deathwly one perfon of quality that we read of and htm after repeated trea-cheries ; yet he was a foreigner , had power fitfßcient, and did not want
provocations to have been more bloody. (p . 27.) This perfon of qualitywas the Earl Waltheof who being overtaken with wine, engaged in aconfpiracy againft this Monarch , but repenting of it the next morning,repaired to the King who was then in Normandy, and difcovered thewhole matter . Notwithitanding which, he was beheaded upon the de-feat of the confpiracy, for having but thus far tampered in it . And asfor the reit of the confpirators, who rofe in an aftual rebellion, the Kingufed them with the utmoft rigour , he cut off the hands of fome, putout the eyes of others, fome were hanged upon gibbets, and thofe whofared the bell, were fcnt into banifhment. There are indeed the moft
dreadful examples of feverity in this reign : though it muft be confeffed,that , after the manner of thofe times, the nobility generally efcaped withtheir lives, though multitudes of them were puniüied with banilhment,perpetual imprifonment, forfeitures, and other great feverities : while thepoor people, who had been deluded by thefe their ring-leaders, wereexecuted with the utmoft rigour . A partiality which I believe no Com-moner of England will ever think to be either juft or reafonable.

The next initance is Henry the Fourth of France , who (fays our Au¬thor.) fo handßmely cxprejfed his tendernefs for his people, wben, at
ßgning
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figning the treaty ö/Vervins , he faid , That by one daß of his fen he had
overcomc more enemies, than he could ever be abie to do with bis fword.
Would not an ordinary reader think that this treaty of Vervins was a
treaty between Henry the Fourth , and a party of his fubjeds ? for other-
wile how can it have a place in the prefent argument ? But inüead of
that it was a treaty between France and Spam -, fo that the fpeech ex-
prefTed an equal tendernefs to the Spaniards and French ; as multitudes
of either nation muit have fallen in that war, had it continued longer.
As for this King's treatment of confpirators, (though he is quoted thrice
in the pamphlet as an example of clemency) you have an eminent inftance
of it in his behaviour to the Marefchal de Biron , who had been his old
faithful fervant, and had contributed more than any one to his advance-
ment to the throne . This Marefchal, upon fome difcontent , was entered
into a confpiracy againft his Marler, and refufing to open the whole fe-
cret to the King, he was fent to the Baßile , and there beheaded, notwith-
ftanding he fought for mercy with great importunities , and in the moit
moving manner. There are other inftances in this King's reign , who not-
withftanding was remarkable for his clemency, of rebels and confpirators
who were hanged, beheaded , or broken alive on the wheel.

The late King William was not difturbed by any rebellion from thofe
who had once fubmitted to him. But we know he treated the perfons
concerned in the AfTaflination-plot as fo horrid a confpiracy deferved . As
for the faying which this Author imputes to that Monarch , it being a
piece of fecret hillory, one doth not know when it was fpoken, or what
it alluded to, unlefs the Author had been more particular in the account
of it.

The Author proceeds in the next place to no lefs an authority , than
that of Solomon: Among all the gener al obfirvations of the wifeß Trin-
ces we know of, I think there is none holds more univerfally than, Mercy
and truth freferve a King, and his throne is eßablißoed in mercy.
(p. 18.) If we compare the different fayings of this wife King, which re-
late to the conduä of Princes , we cannot queüion but that he means by
this mercy, that kind of it, which is confiitent with reafon and govern-
ment, and by which we hope to fee his Majefty's throne eftabliilied. But
our Author fhould confider that the fame wife man has faid in another
place, that " An evil man feeketh rebellion, therefore a cruel meflenger
" ihall be fent againft him." Accordingly his praäice was agreeable to
his proverb : no Prince having ever given a greater tei-Hmony of his ab-
horrence to undertakings of this treafonable nature . For he difpatched

Vol . IV . Ooo fich
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fuch a cruel meffenger as is here mentioned to thofe who had been en-
gaged in a rebellion many years before he himfeJf was on the throne,
and even to his eider brother , upon the bare fufpicion thathe was projeft-
ing fo wicked an enterprize.

How the example of the Pretender came into this argument , I am at a
lofs to find out . The Tretender declared a general pardon to All : and
jhall our rightful King ßoew himfelf lefs the true father of hispeople, and
afford his pardon to none, &c. (p. 25-.) The Pretendef 's general pardon
was to a people who were not in his power ; and had he ever reduced
them under it, it was only promifed to fuch as immediately joined with
him for the recovery of what he called his right . It was fuch a general
pardon as would have been confiftent with the execution of more than
nine parts in ten of the kingdom.

There is but one more hiftorical argument , which is drawn from King
'Philip 's treatment of the Catalans . I think it would not be unfeafonable
for fome men to recollefi what their own notions were of the treatment of
the Catalans ; how many declamations were made on the barbarity ufed
towards them by King Philip, &c. (p. 29.) If the Author remembers,thefe
declamations, as he calls them, were not made fo much on the barbarity
ufed towards them by King Thilip , as on the barbarity ufed towards them
by the Engliß government . King Thilip might have fome colour for treat-
ing them as Rebeis, but we ought to have regarded them as Allies ; and
were obliged,by all the ties of honour, confcience, and publick faith, to
have Iheltered them from thofe fufferings, which were brought upon them
by a firm and inviolable adherence to our intereft . However , none can
draw into a parallel the cruelties which have been inflifted on that un-
happy people, with thofe few inftances of feverity which our government
has been obliged to exert towards the Britiß rebels. I fay, no man would
make fuch a parallel, unlefs his mind be fo blinded with paffion and pre-
judice , as to aflert, in the language of this pamphlet, That no inßances
can be produced of the leafl lenity under the prefent adminißration from the
hour it commenced to this day, (p. 20.) with other altonifhing refleftions
of the fame nature, which are contradifted by fuch innumerable matters
of fadt, that it would be an affront to a reader 's underftanding to endea-
vour to confute them. ßut to return tothe Catalans -, Düring thewhole
courfe of the war , fays the Author , which ever of them fubmittrdto dif-
cretion, were received to mercy, (p. xi .) This is fo far from being truly
related, that in the beginning of the war, they were executed without
mercy. But when, in conjunäion with their Allies, they became fuperiorto
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to King Thilifs party in ftrength , and extended their conquefts up to
the very gates of Madrid , it cannot be fuppofed the Spanijh Court would
be fo infatuated as to perlilt in their firft feverities, againlt an enemy that
could make fuch terrible reprifals. Hovvever, when this reafon of ftate
ceafed, how dreadful was the havock made aroong thi ;brave, but unhap-
py people ! The whole kingdom , without any diftinftion to the many thou.
fands of its innocent inhabirants, was ftript of its immunities, and redü-
ced to a ftate of flavery. Barcelona was filled with executions ; and all
the patriots of their antient liberties either beheaded , üowed in dungeons,
or condemned to work in the mines of America.

God be thanked , we have a King who punifties with reluclancy, and is
averfe to iüch cruelties as were ufed among the Catalans , as much as to
thofe praclifed on the perfons concerned in Monmouth?%rebellion. Our
Author indeed condemns thefe Weflern aflizes in King James \ reign,
(p. 26.) And it would be well if all thofe who {tili adhere to the caufe
of that unfortunate King, and are clamorous at the proceedings of his pre-
fent Majelly, would remember , that notwithftanding that rebellion feil
very much ftiort of this both in the number and ftrength of the rebels»
and had no tendency either to deftroy the national religion, to introduce
an arbitrary government , or to fubjeci us to a foreign power ; not only
the chief of the rebels was beheaded, but even a Lady , who had only
harboured one of the offenders in her houfe, was in her extreme old age
put to the fame kind of death : that about two hundred and thirty were
hanged, drawn, and quartered , and their limbs difperfed through feveral
parts of the country , and fet up as fpeftacles of terror to their fellow-
fubje&s. It would be too tedious a work to run through the numberlefs
fines, imprifonments , corporal punifhments, and tranfportations , which
were then likewife praciifed as wholfome feverities.

We have now feen how fallacioufly the Author has ftated the caufe he
has undertaken , by fuppofing that nothing but unlimited mercy, or unli-
mited punilhment , are the methods that can be made ufe of in our pre-
fent treatment of the rebels : that he has omitted the middle way of pro-
ceeding between thefe two extremes : thar this middle way is the method
in which his Majefty, like all other wife and good Kings, has chofen to
proceed: that it is agreeable to the nature of Government , Religion, and
our Britijb Constitution : and that every argument which the Author
has produced from reafon and example, would have been a true one, had
it been urged for that reltrained clemency which his Majelly has exerci-
fed: but is a falfe one, when applied to fuch a general, undilünguiihing
mercy as the Author would recommend.

Ooo 2 Having
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Having thus anfwered that which is the main drift and defign of this

pamphlet, I mall touch upon thofe other parts of it, which are interwovenwith the areuments, to put men out of humour with the prefent govern-
ment.

And here we may obferve, that it is our Author 's method to fuppofe
matters of faä which are not in being, and afterwards to defcant upon
them. As he is very fenfible that the caufe will not bear the teft of rea-
fon, he has indeed every where chofen rather topicks for declamation than
argument . Thus he entertains us with a laboured invective againit a Itand-
ing army. But what has this to do in the prefent cafe? I fuppofe he would
not advife his Majeity to disband his forces while there is an army of re-
bels in his dominions. I cannot imagine he would think the affeäions of
the people of England a fecurity of the governmenc in fuch a junfture,
were it not at the fame time defended with a fufficient body of troops.
No Prince has ever given a greater inftance of his inclinations to rule
without a ftanding army, if we confider, that upon the very firft news of
the defeat of the rebels, he declared to both Houfes of Parliament, that
he had put an immediate (top to the levies which he had begun to raife
at their requeft, and that he would not make ufe of the power which they
had entrulted him with, unlefs any new preparations of the enemy fhould
make it neceffary for our defence. This fpeech was received with the
greateft gratitude by both Houfes ; and it is faid, that in the Houfe of
Commons a very candid and honourable Gentleman (who generally votes
with the minority ) declared , that he had not heard fo gracious a fpeech
from the throne for many years laft palt.

In another place, he fuppofes that the government has not endeavoured
to gain the applaufe of the vulgär, by doing fomething for the church 5
and very gravely makes excufes for this their pretended negleci. What
greater inftances could his Majefty have given of his love to the church
of England, than thofe he has exhibited by his moit folemn declarations;
by his daily example ; and by his promotions of the moft eminent among
the Clergy to fuch vacancies as have happened in his reign ? To which
we muft add, for the honour of his government in this particular, that
it has done more for the advantage of the Clergy, than thofe, who are the
moft zealous for their intereft , could have expected in fo fhort a time;
which will farther appear, if we refleä : upon the valuable and royal do-native to one of our Univerfities, and the provifion made for thofe who
are to officiate in the fifty new Churches . His Majeity is, indeed, a
Prince of too much magnanimity and truth , to make ufe of the nameof the

Church
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Church for drawing his people into any thing that may be prejudicial to
them; for what our Author fays, to this purpofe, redounds as much to
the honour of the prefent adminiftration , as to the difgrace of others.
Nay, I wiflo wlth all my foul they had ßooped a llttle ad captum vulgi, to
take in thofe Jhallow fluttering hearts , which are to be caught by any thing
baitedwith the name of Church , {f . n .)

Again ;<the Author asks, Whether terror is to become the only national
principle ? with other quellions of the fame nature : and in feveral parts
of his book, harangues very plentifully againft fuch a notion . Where he
talks in generals upon this topic , there is no queftion but eve-
ry Whig and Tory in the kingdom perfeäly agrees with him in what he
fays. But if he would infinuate, as he feems to do in feveral places, that
there fliould be no impreffions of awe upon the mind of a fubject, and
that a government fliould not create terror in thofe who are difpofed to
do ill, as well as encourage thofe that do their duty : in fliort, if he is for
an entire exclufion of that principle of fear which is fuppofed to have
fome influence in every law, he oppofes himfelf to the form of every go¬
vernment in the world , and to the common fenfe of mankind.

The artifice of this Author in ftarting objecüons to the friends of the

government, and the foolilh anfwers which he fuppofes they return to
them, is fo very vifible, that every one fees they are defigned rather to di-
vert his reader , than to inftrucl him.

I have now examined this whole pamphlet, which, indeed, is written
with a great deal of art, and as much argument as the caufe would bear:
and after having ftated the true notion of Clemency, Mercy , Compaffion,
Good-nature , Humanity , or whatever elfe it may be called, fo far as it is
confiftent with wifdom, and the good of mankind, or , in other words,
fo far as it is a moral virtue, I fliall readily concur with the Author in
the higheft panegyricks that he has beftowed upon it . As likewife, I
heartily join with him in every thing he has faid againft juttice , if it in-
cludes, as his pamphlet fuppofes, the extirpation of every criminal, and
isnot exercifed with a much greater mixture of clemency than rigour.
Mercy, in the true fenfe of the word , is that virtue by which a Prince
approaches nearefl: to him, whom he reprefents ; and whilft he is neither
remifs nor extreme to animadvert upon thofe who offend him, that Lo-
gick will hold true of him which is applied to the great Judge of all the
earth ; With tkee there ts>mercy\ therefore ßalt thou be feared.

<*»

Mofiday»
i
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