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464 The FREE-HOLDER Nogy

them; and, as thefe are agreeable to the natural averfion they have fop

us, are more difadvantageous than the piGtures they have drawn of any
other people in Europe. :

N°g31.  Friday, April 6.

Omnes bomines, P. C.-qui de rebus dubiss confultant, ab odso,
amiitiay ira, atque mifericordia vacuos effe deces,
Cafar apud Salluft,

Have purpofely avoided, during the whole coutfe of this paper, to
] fpeak any thing coneerning the treatment which is due to fuch per-

" fons as have been concerned in the late rebellion, becaufe T would
not feem to irritate juftice againft thofe who are under the profecution
of the law, nor incenfe any of my Readers againft unhappy though guilty
men. But when we find the proceedings of our government in this par-
ticular traduced and mifreprefented, it is the duty of every good fubjeét
to fet them in their proper light.

I'am the more prompted to this undertaking by a pamphlet, entitled, 4
argument o prove the affeitions of the people of England 10 be the beff fo-
curity of the government 5 bumbly offered tothe confidiration of the patrons
of feverity, and applyed to the prefent juniture of affuirs. Had the whole
{cope of the Author been anfwerable to his title, he would have only un-
dertaken to prove what every man in his wits is already convinced of.
But the drift of the pamphlet is to flir up our compaflion towards the
rebels, and our indignation againt the government. ‘The Author, who
knew that fuch a defign as this could not be carried on without a great
deal of artifice and fophiftry, has puzzled and perplexed his caufe, by
throwing his thoughts together in fuch a ftudied confufion, that upon this
account, if upon any, his pamphlet is, as the party have reprefented it, un-
anfwerable.

The famous Monfieur Bay/e compares the anfwering of an immetho-
dical Author to the hunting of a Duck: when you have him full in your
fight, and fancy your felf within reach of him, he gives you the {lip, and

: becomes
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becomes invifible. His argument is loft in fuch a variety of matter, that
you muft catch it where you can, as it rifes and difappears in the feveral
parts of his difcourfe.

The writer of this pamphlet could, doubtlefs, have ranged his thoughts
in much better order, if he had pleafed: but he knew very well, that er-
ror is not to-be advanced by perfpicuity. In order therefore to anfwer
this pamphlet; I muft reduce the fubftance of it under proper heads; and
difembroil the thoughts of the Author, fince he did not think fit to do
it himfelf.

In the fir{t-place I fhall obferve, that the terms which the Author makes
ufe of are loofe, general, and undefined, as will be fhewn in the fequel of
this paper; and, what lefs becomes a fair reafoner, he puts w rong and in-
vidious names on every thing to colour a falfe way of arguing. He allows
that 2he rebels indifputably merit to be feverely chaflifed ; that they deférve
it according to law; and that if they are punifbed, they bave none to thank
but themfelves, (p. 7.) How can a man after fuch a conceflion make ufe
fometimes of the word Craelty, but generally of Rewvenge, when he pleads
againft the exercife of what, according to his own notion, is at the moft
but 11gul Ju ftice! Or why are fuch executions, which, according to his
own opinion, are legal, fo often to be called Fivlences and Slaughters?
Not to mention the appellations given to thofe who do not agree with
him in his opinion for clemency, asthe Blood-thirfly, the Political Butch-
érs, State Chirurgeons, and the like.

But I fhall now {peak of that point, which is the great and reigning fal-
lacy of the pamphlet, and runs more or lefs through every paragraph.
His whole argument turns upon this fingle confideration; Whether the
King fhould exert mercy or juftice towards thofe who have openly ap-
peared in the prefent rebellion? By mercy he means a general pardon, by
uftice a general punifhment: {o that he fuppofes no other method pradti-
cable in [hlSJJnCEL‘IlC, than either the forgiving all, or the executing all,
Thus he puts the queftion, /#Zhether it be the intereft of the Prince to
deftroy the rebels by fire, fword, or gibber 2 (p. 4.) And, fpeaking of the
Zealots for the government, he tells us, They think no remedy fo good, as to
make clear work; and that they declare for the utter extirpation of all
who are its enemies in the mofl minute circumflances: as if amputation
were the [ole remedy thefe political butchers could find out for the
dgffmpff: of a flatey or that they thowught the only way to make the top
Sourifh, were to lop off the under eﬁmf;crbw (p- 5.) He then fpeaks of the
Coffee-houfe politicians, and the Cafuifls in red-coatss whe, he tells us, are
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for the utmoft rigour that their laws of war or laws of convenience cap
infpire them with, (p.5.) Again, It is reprefented, {ays he, that the re-
bels deferve the bigheft punifbment the lawws can infliét. (p-7.) And after-
wards tells us, The queftion is, IWhether the government fhall foew mercy,
or take a Reverend Divine's advice, to flay man and woman, infant and,
Sfuckling? (p.8.) Thus again he tells us, The friends to fevere counfels
alledge, that the goverament ought not to be moved by compaffion; and:
that rhe law Jhould bave its courfe. (p. 9.) And in another place puts thefe
words in their mouths, He may flill retain their affeiion, and yet let the
baws bave thein courfe in punifbing the guilty. (p.18.) He goes upon the
fame fuppofition in the following paflages; It is imprafticable i f ge-
weral 4 corvuption, to deflroy All who are infelied; and unlefs you deffroy.
All, you do mathaug ta the purpofe. (p. 10.) Shall our rightful King fhew
bimfelf lefs the true father of bis people, and afford bis pardos te None of
thofe people, wha (like King Lear to bis daughters) bad fo great a con-
fidence in bis virtue as to give bim All, (p. 25.) 1 fhall only add,. that
the concluding- paragraph, which is worked up with fo much artificial
horrour, goes upon a {uppofition anfwerable to the whole tenor of the
pamphlet ; and implies, that zbe impeached Lords were to be executed
without exception or difcrimination.

Thus we fee what is the Author’s idea of that juftice again{t which ali
his arguments are levelled. If, in the next place, we confider the nature
of that clemency which he recommends, we find it to be no lefs univer-
fal and unreftrained.

He declares for a General Aé of Indemnity, (p. 20.) and tells us, Ir
15, the fenfe of every difpaffionate man of the kingdom, that the rebels may,
and ought to be pardoned, (p. 19.) One popuiar A, fays he, wonid even
et retnieve all, (p. 21.) He declares himfelf not ever-fond of the docirines
of making examples of traitors, (ibid.) And that the way taprevent things
from being bronght to an extremity, is to deal mildly with thofe unfirtu-
nate Gentlemen engaged in the rebellion,

The Reader may now fee in how fallacious a manner this writer has
{tated the controverfy: he fuppofes there are but two methods of treat-
ing the rebels; that is, by cutting off every one of them to a man, or
pardoning every one of them without diftintion. Now if. there be 2
third method between thefe two extremes, which is on all aceounts more
eligible than either of them, it is certain that the whole courfe of his ar-
gumentation comes to nothing. Every man of the plaineft underfland-
g will eafily conclude, that in the cafe before us, as in.moft others, we

ought
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ought to avoid both extremes; that to deftroy every rebel would be an
exceflive feverity, and to forgive every one of them an unreafonable
weaknefs. The proper method of proceeding, is that which the Author
has putpofely omitted : namely, to temper juftice with mercy; and, ac-
cording to the different circumftances that aggravate or alleviate the guilt
of the offenders, to reftrain the force of the laws, or to let them take
their proper courfe. Punifhments are neceflary to fhew there is juftice
in a government, and pardons to fhew there is mercy; and both together
convince the people, that our conititution under a good adminiftration
does not only make a difference between the guilty and the innocents
but even among the guilty between fuch as are more or lefs criminal.

This middle method, which has been always praétifed by wife and good
governors, has hitherto been made ufe of by our Soveraign. If, indeed,
a ftranger, and one who is altogether unacquainted with his Majefty’s
condu&, fhould read this pamphlet, he would conclude that every per-
fon engaged in the rebellion was to die &y the fword, the balter, or the
axe; may, that their friends and abettors were involved in the {ame fate.
Would it be poffible for him to imagine, that of the feveral thoufands
openly taken in arms, and liable to death by the laws of their country,
not above forty have yet fuffered ? how would he be furprized to hear,
that, notwithftanding his Majefty’s troops have been victorious in every
engagement, more of his friends have loft their lives in this rebellion,
than of his traiterous fubjeéts ; though we add to' thofe who have died
by the hand of juftice thofe of them who fell in battel ? and yet we
find a2 more popular compaflion endeavoured to be raifed for the deaths
of the guilty, who have brought fuch calamities on their country, than
for the innocent who perifhed in the defence of it.

This middle method of proceeding, which has been purfued by his
Majefty, and is wilfully overlooked by the Author; beft anfwers the ends
of government ; which is to maintain the fafety of the publick by re-
wards and punifhments. It is alfo incumbent on a Governor, according
to the received di@ates of religion: which inftruéts us, zbat be bearetis
wot the [fword in vain ; but ought to be a terror to evil-doers, anda praife
to them that do well. It is likewife in a particular manner the duty of
a Britifb King, who obliges himfelf by his Coronation-oath to' execute
Fuftice in Mercy, that is, to mix them'in his adminifiration, and not te
exercife either of them to the total exclufion of the other.

But if we confider the arguments which this Author givesfor clemen-
cy,. from the good effets it would produce;, we fhall’ find, that they
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hold true only when applied to fuch a mercy as ferves rather to miri-
gate than exclude juftice. The excellence of that unlimited clemency
which' the Author contends for, is recommended by the following argu:
ments.

Firfl, 'That it endears a Prince to his people. This he defcants on in
feveral parts of his book. Clemency will endear bis perfon to the nation;
and then they will neither have the Power mnor Will to difturd hin,
(p.8.) Was there ever a cruel Prince, that was not hated by bis fub-
jeits 2 (p.24.) A merciful good-natured difpofition is of all others the
moft amiable quality, and in Princes always attended with a populay
love, (p. 18.)

It is certain, that fuch a popular love will always rife towards a good
Prince, who exercifes fuch a mercy as I have before defcribed, which is
confiftent with the fafety of the conftitution, and the good of his King-
dom. Butif it be thrown away at random, it lofes its virtue, leflens the
eftcem and authority of a Prince, and cannot long recommend him, even
to the weakeft of his fubjeéts, who will find all the effeds of cruelty in
fuch an ill-grounded compaflion. It was a famous faying of /#i/liam Ru-
fus, and is quoted to his honour by hiftorians: « Whofoever fpares per-
¢ jured men, robbers, plunderers and traitors, deprives all good men
« of their peace and quietnefs, and lays a foundation of innumerable
« mifchiefs to the virtuous and innocent.

Another argument for unlimited clemency, is, that it fhews a cours-
gious temper : Clemency is likewife an argument of fearleffnefs; whereas
cruelty not only betrays a weak, abjeit, depraved [pirit, but alfo is for
the moft part a certain fign of cowardice. (p. 19.) He had a truly
great foul, and fuch will always difidain the coward’s virtue, which is
Fears and the confequence of it, which is Revenge. (p.27.) This Pa-
negyrick on clemency, when it is governed by reafon, is likewife very
right; but it may fo happen, that the putting of laws in execution againit
traitors, to their country may be the argument of fearlefinefs, when our
Governors are told that they dare not doit; and fuch methods may be
made ufe of to extort pardons, as would make it look like cowardice to
grant them. In this laft cafe the Author thould have remembered his
own words, that zben only mercy is meritorious when it is voluntary,
and not extorted by the neceffity of affairs, (p.13.) Befides, the Aunthor
fhould have confidered, that another argument which he makes ufe of
for his clemency, are the refentments that may arife from the execution
of a rebel: an argument adapted to a cowardly, not a fearlefs teu’alggf.

is
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This he infers from the difpofition of the friends, well-wifbers, or affi-
ciates of the (ufferers, (p. 4.) Refentment will inflame fome ; in others
compaffion willy by degrees, rife into refentment. This will nainrally be-
get a difpafition to overturn what they diflike, and then there will want
only @ fair opportunity, (p.1z.) 'Thisargument, like moft of the others,
pleads equally for malefactors of all kinds, whom the government can
never bring to juftice, without difobliging their friends, well-wifhers, or
sffociates. But, I believe, if the Author would converfe with any friend,
well-wither, or aflociate of thefe fufferers, he would find them rather
deterred from their praétices by their fufferings, than difpofed to rife in
a new rebellion to revenge them. A government muift be in a very weak
and melancholy condition, that is not armed with 2 fuflicient power for
its own defence againft the refentment of its enemies, and is afraid of
being overturned if it does juftice on thofe who attempt ir. But I am
afraid the main realon, why thefe friends, well-wifhers and aflociates are
againdt punifhing any of the rebels, is that which muft be an argument
with every wife Governor for doing jultice upon fome of them; namely,
that it is a likely means to come at the bottom of this con{piracy, and to
dete@ thofe who have been the private abettors of it, and who are {till
at work in the fame defign; if we give credit to the fuggeflions of our
malecontents themfelves, who labour to make us believe that there is
flill life in this wicked projeét.

I am wonderfully {urprized to fee another argument made ufe of for a
general pardon, which might have been urged more properly for a gene-
ral execution. The words are thefe ; The gemerality will never be
brought to believe, but that thofe who [uffer only for treafon bave wvery
bard meafire, nor can you with all your feverity undeceive them of their
error. If the generality of the Eng/i/b have {uch a favourable opinien of
treafon, nothing can fo well cure them of an error fo fatal to their country
asthe punifhment of thofe who are guilty of it. It is evident, that a gene-
ral impunity would confirm them in {fuch an opinion: for the vulgar will
never be brought to believe, that there is a crime where they fee no pe-
malty, As it is certain no error can be more deftructive to the very Be-
ing of government than this, a proper remedy ought to be applied to it :
and I would ask this author, W hether upon this occafion, The docfrine
of making examples of traiters be not very {eafonable ; though he declares
him{elf mwot over-fond of it. 'The way to awaken men’s minds to the
fenfe of this guilt, is to let them fee, by the fufferings of fome who have
incurred it, how heinous a crime it is in the eye of the law,

(e
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"The foregoing anfwer may be applied likewife to another argument of
the fame nature. If the faétion be as numerous as is pretended 5 if phe
SPirit bas (pread itfelf over the whole kingdom ; if it bas mixed with
the mafs.of the people ; then certainly all bloody meafures will but whes
men the more for revenge. If juftice infliGed on a few of the flagrant
«criminals, with mercy extended to the multitude, may be called blgody
aneafires, they are without doubt abfolutely neceffary, in cafe the {pirie
-of faction be thus fpread among the mafs of the people ; who will readily
conclude, thdt if open rebellien goes unpunithed, every degree of fadtion
which leads to it muft be altogether innecent.

1 am come now to another argument for pardoning all the rebels, which
15, that it would infpire them all with gratitude, and reduce them to
itheir allegiance. It is truly beroick to overcome the hearts of one's ene-
mies 5 and when it is compaffed, the undertaking is truly politick. ( p.8.)
He bas now a fair opportunity of conquering more enemies by one alt of
clemency, than the moft fuccefiful General will be able to do in many can-
paigns. (p.9.) dre there not infinite numbers who would become “moft
dutifuel upon any fair invitation, upon the leaft sppearance of grace? (p. 13.)
Which of the rebels could be ungrateful enough to refift or abufe gooduefs
exemplified in praclice, as well as extolled 1w theory? (p.20.) Has not
his Majefty then fhewn the leaft appearance of grace in that generous
forgivenefs which he has already extended to fuch great nambers of his
rebellious fubjects, who muit have died by the laws of their country,
had not his mercy interpofed in their behalf? But if the Author means
(as he doth, through this whole pamphlet by the like expreflions) an unis
verful forgivenefs, no unprejudiced man can be of his opinion, that it
would have had this good effeét. We may fee how little the converfion
of rebels is to be depended on, when we obferve that feveral of the
lcaders in this rebellion were men who had been pardoned for practices
of the fame nature: and that moft of thofe who have faffered, have
avowed their perfeverance in their rebellious principles, when they: fpoke
their minds at the place of execution, notwithitanding their profeffions
to the contrary while they folicited forgivenefs. Befides, were pardon
extended indificrently to all; which of them would think himfelf under
any particular obligation 7 Whereas by that prudent diferimination which
his Majeily has made between the offenders of different degrees, he na-
turally obliges thofe whom he has confidered’ with fo much tendernefs,
and diflinguithed as the moft proper objeés of mercy. Tn fliort, thofe
who are pardoned would not have known the value of grace, if none
had felt the effeéts of juitice. I
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I muft not omit another reafon which the Author makes ufe of again{}
punithments 3 Becaufe, he fays, thofe very means, or the apprebenfions ﬁ_jt
them, have brought thingsto the pafs in which they are, and confequently
will reduce them from bad to worfé, (p.10.) And afterwards, This
growth of difaffection is in a great meafure owing to the groundlefs jea-
loufies men entertained of the prefent adminifiration,. as if they were to
expect nothing but cruelty under 3¢, 1f our Author would have {poken
out, and have applied thefe effeéts to the real caufe, he could afcribe
this change of affe&ions among the people to nothing elfe but the change
of the Miniftry : for we find that a great many perfons loft their loyalty
with their places ; and that their friends have ever fince made ufe of the
moft bafe methods to infufe thofe groundlefs difcontents into the minds
of the common people, which have brought fo many of them to the
brink of deftruétion, and proved fo detrimental to their fellow-fubjeéts.
However, this proceeding has fhewn how dangerous it would have been
for his Majeity to have continued in their places of truft a fet of mer;
fome of whom have fince a¢tually joined with the Pretender to his crown:
while others may be juftly fufpected never to have been faithful to him
in their hearts, or, at leaft, whofe principles are precariots, and vifibly
conduéted by their intereft. Ina word, if the removal of thefe perfons
from their pofts has produced fuch popular commotions; the continuance
of them might have produced fomething much meore fatal to their King
and country, and have brought about that revolution, which has now-
been in vain artempted. The condition of a Bririfb King would be very
poor indeed, fhould a party: of his fubjeéts threaten him with a rebellion
upon his bringing malefaétors to juftice; or upon his refufing to employ
thofe whom he dares not truft.

1 fhall only mention another Argument againft the punithment of any
of the Rebels, whofe executions he reprefents as very fhocking to the
people, becaufe they are th_fcia' COUNLTYmen, (p- 12.) ;’.\pd ﬂgain,l ‘I’zb? quali-
ty of the [ufferers, their alli Ances, t hetr eha f';zfﬁr’fr*.r, their being Lnghlhm:‘:_n,
with a thoufand other circumfiances, will contribute to breed more ild
blood than all the State-chirurgeons can poffibly let out, (p. ¥2.) The im-
peached Lords likewife, in the laft- paragraph of the Pamphlet, are re
commended to our pity, becaufe they are our Countrymen. By this way
of reafoning, no man that is a Gentleman, or born within the [In'ep feas,
fhould be fubje@® to capital punifhment. Befides, who can be guilty of
rebellion that are not our Comntrymen ¢ As for the endearing name of

Englifbmen, which he beftows upon every one of the criminals, he fhould
confider,
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confider, that a man defervedly cuts himfelf off from the affections a5
well as the privileges of that community, which he endeavours to fiub.
Vert.

Thefe are the feveral arguments which appear in different forms and
expreflions through this whole pamphlet, and under which every one
that is urged in it may be reduced. There is indeed another {et of them,
derived from the example and authority of great perfons, which the Ay-
thor produces in favour of his own fcheme. Thefe are William the Con-
queror, Henry the Fourth of France, our late King #illiam, King Sok.
wmaon, and the Pretender. If a man were difpofed to draw arguments for
feverity out of hiftory, how many inftances might one find of it among
the greateft Princes of every nation? but as different Princes may aét
very laudably by different methods in different conjunétures, I cannot
think this a conclufive way of reafoning. However, let us examine this
fet of arguments, and we fhall find them no lefs defective than thofe
above-mentioned.

Oue of the greatefft of our Englith Monarchs, fays our Author, war
William the Conqueror ; and be was the greatery becaufe be put to death
only one perfon of quality that we read ofs and bhim afier repeated trea-
cheries; yet he was a foreigner, had power Sufficient, and did not want
Provocations to bave been more bloody. (p.27.) This perfon of  quality
was the Earl /¥althesf, who being overtaken with wine, engaged ina
confpiracy againft this Monarch, but repenting of it the next morning,
repaired to the King who was then in Normandy, and difcovered the
whole matter. Notwith{tanding which, he was beheaded upon the de-
feat of the confpiracy, for having but thus far tampered in it, And as
for the reft of the confpirators, who rofe in an a@ual rebellion, the King
ufed them with the urmoft rigour, he cut off the hands of fome, put
out the eyes of others, fome were hanged upon gibbets, and thofe who
fared the beft, were fent into banifhment. There are indeed the moft
dreadful examples of feverity in this reign: though it muft be confefled,
that, after the manner of thofe times, the nobility generally efcaped with
their lives, though muliitudes of them were punithed with banifhment,
perpetual imprifonment, forfeitures, and other great feverities : while the
poor people, who had been deluded by thefe their ring-leaders, were
executed with the utmoft rigour, A partiality which I believe no Com-
moner of England will ever think to be either Juft or reafonable.

The next inftance is Henry the Fourth of France, who (fays our Au-
thor) /o bandfimely expreffed bis tenderne(s for bis Peaple, whewn, at

Signing
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Jigning the treaty of Vervins, be faid, That by one dafb of bis pen be bad
overceme more enemies, than be could ever be able to do with bis fiword.
Would not an ordinary reader think that this treaty of Fervims wasa
treaty between Henry the Fourth, and a party of his fubjeéts? for other-
wife how can it have a place in the prefent argument? But iniiead of
that it was a treaty between France and Spain; fo that the fpeech ex-
prefled an equal tendernefs to the Spaniards and Fremch; as multitudes
of either nation muit have fallen in that war, had it continued longer.
As for this King’s treatment of confpirators, (though he is quoted thrice
in the pamphlet as an example of clemency) you have an eminent inftance
of it in his behaviour to the Marefchal de Biron, who had been his old
faithful fervant, and had contributed more than any one to his advance-
ment to the throne. This Marefchal, upon fome difcontent, was entered
into a confpiracy againft his Mafter, and refufing te open the whole fe-
cret to the King, he was fent to the Bafiile, and there beheaded, notwith-
{tanding he fought for mercy with great importunities, and in the moit
moving manner. There are other inftances in this King's reign, who not-
withftanding was remarkable for his clemency, of rebels and confpirators
who were hanged, beheaded, or broken alive on -the wheel.

The late King #illiam was not difturbed by any rebellion from thofe
who had once {fubmitted to him. But we know he treated the perfons
concerned in the Affaflination-plot as fo horrid a confpiracy deferved. As
for the faying which this Author imputes to that Monarch, it being a
piece of fecret hiftory, one doth not know when it was fpoken, or what
it alluded to, unlefs the Author had been more particular in the account
of it.

The Author proceeds in the next place to no lefs an authority, than
that of Solomon: Among all the general obfervations of the wifeft Prin-
ces. we know of; I think there is none holds more univerfally than, Mercy
and truth preferve a King, and his throwe is effablifbed in mercy.
(p. 18.) If we compare the different fayings of this wife King, which re-
late to the condué of Princes, we cannot queftion but that he means by
this mercy, that kind of it, which is confiftent with reafon and goverti-
ment, and by which we hope to fee his Majefty’s throne eftablithed. But
our Author fhould confider that the fame wife man has faid in another
place, that “ An evil man feeketh rebellion, therefore a cruel meflenger
« fhall be fent againft him.” Accordingly his praétice was agreeable to
his proverb: ho Prince having ever given a greater teflimony of his ab-
horrence to undertakings of this treafonable nature. For he difpatched

Vor.1V. Ooo {reh
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fuch a cruel meflenger as is here mentioned to thofe who had been en- |
gaged in a rebellion many years before he himfelf was on the throne, ‘
and even to his elder brother, upon the bare {ufpicionthathe was proje&-
ing {o wicked an enterprize.

How the example of the Pretender came into this argument, [ amat a
lofs to find out. The Pretender declared a general pardon to All: and
fhalt our rightful King fbew himfelf lefs the true fatber of his people, and
afford bis pardon to mone, &c. (p. 25.) The Pretendet’s general pardon
was to a people who were not in his power; and had he ever reduced
them under it, it was only promifed to fuch as immediately joined with
him for the recovery of what he called his right. It was fuch a general
pardon as would have been confiftent with the execution of more than
nine parts in ten of the Kingdom.

There is but one more hiftorical argument, which is drawn from King
Philip’s treatment of the Catalans. 1 think st would not be unfeafonable
for fome men to recollelt what their own notions were of the treatment of
the Catalans; how many declamations were made on the barbarity ufed
towards them by King Philip, ®e. (p. 29.) If the Author remembers,thefe
declamations, as he calls them, were not made fo much on the barbarity ,
ufed towards them by King Phi/ip, as on the barbarity ufed towards them '
by the £nglifb government. King Philip might have fome colour for treat- [
ing them as Rebels, but we ought to have regarded them as Allies; and
were obliged,by all the ties of honour, confcience, and publick faith, to
have fheltered them from thofe fufferings, which were brought upon them
by a firm and inviolable adherence to our intereft. However, none can 1
draw into a parallel the cruelties which have been inflited on that un-
happy people, with thofe few inftances of {feverity which our government
has been obliged to exert towards the Brizifb rebels. 1 fay, no man would
make fuch a parallel, unlefs his mind be fo blinded with paffion and pre-
judice, as to aflert, in the language of this pamphlet, Thar no inflances
can be produced of the leaft lenity under the prefent adminiffration from the
bour it commenced to this day, (p.20.) with other aftonithing reflections
of the fame nature, which are contradiéted by fuch innumerable matters
of faét, that it would be an affront to a reader’s underftanding to endea-
vour to confute them. But to return tothe Catalans; During the whole '
cour (e of the war, fays the Author, which ever of them fubmitted to dif-
cretion, were received to merey, (p.22.) This is {o far from being truly
related, that in the beginning of the war, they were executed without
mercy. But when, in conjunétion with their Allies, they became fuperior
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to King Philip’s party in ftrength, and extended their conquefts up to
the very gates of Madrid, it cannot be fuppofed the Spani/b Court would
be fo infatuated as to perfift in their firft {feverities, againit an enemy that
could make fuch terrible reprifals. However, when this reafon of ftate
ceafed; how dreadful was the havock made among thi; brave, but unhap-
py people! The whole kingdom, without any diftinétion to the many thou.
fands of its innocent inhabitants, was fript of its immunities, and redu-
ced to a ftate of flavery. Barcelona was filled with executions; and all
the patriots of their antientliberties either beheaded, {towed in dungeons,
or condemned to work in the mines of America.

God be thanked, we have a King who punifhes with relu&ancy, and is
averfe to fuch cruelties as were ufed among the Cefalans, as much as to
thofe practifed on the perfons concerned in Monmonth’s rebellion. Our
Author indeed condemns thefe /#7effern aflizes in King Fames's reign,
(p- 26.) And it would be well if all thofe who f{till adhere to the caufe
of that unfortunate King, and are clamorous at the proceedings of his pre-
fent Majeily, would remember, that notwithftanding that rebellion fell
very much fhort of this both in the number and ftrength of the rebelss
aiid had no tendency either to deftroy the national religion, to introduce
an arbitrary government, or to fubject us to a foreign power; not only
the chief of the rebels was beheaded, but even a Lady, who had only
harboured one of the offenders in her houfe, was in her extreme old age
put to the fame kind of death: that about two hundred and thirty were
henged, drawn, and quartered, and their limbs difperfed through feveral
parts of the country, and fet up as fpectacles of terror to their fellow-
fubjects. It would be too tedious a work to run through the numberlefs
fines, imprifonments, corporal punithments, and tranfportations, which
were then likewife praéiifed as wholfome feverities.

We have now feen how fallacioufly the Author has ftated the caufe he
has undertaken, by fuppofing that nothing but unlimited mercy, or unli-
mited punifhment, are the methods that can be made ufe of in our pre-
fent treatment of the rebels: that he has omitted the middle way of pro-
ceeding between thefe two extremes: thar this middle way is the method
in which his Majefty, like all other wife and good Kings, has chofen to
proceed: that it is agreeable to the nature of Government, Religion, and
our Britifp Conititution: and that every argument which the Author
has pmduccd from reafon and example, would have been a true one, had
it been urged for that reftrained clemency which his Majelty has exerci-
{ed: but is a falfe one, when applied to fuch a general, undiflinguithing

mercy as the Author would recommend.
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Having thus an{wered that which is the main drift and defign of thjg
pamphlet, I {hall touch upon thofe other parts of it, which are interwoven
with the arguments, to put men out of humour with the prefent govern.
ment.

And here we may obferve, that it is our Author’s method to {fuppofe
matters of fatt which are not in being, and afterwards to defcant upon
them. As he is very fenfible that the caufe will not bear the teft of rea-
fon, he has indeed every where chofen rather topicks for declamation than
argument. Thus he entertains us with a laboured inveétive againit a {tand-
ing army. But what has this to do inthe prefent cafe? I fuppofe he would
not advife his Majefty to disband his forces while there is an army of re-
bels in his dominions. I camnot imagine he would think the affe&ions of
the people of England a fecurity of the governmenc in fuch a juncture,
were it not at the fame time defended with a fufficient body of troops.
No Prince has ever given a greater inflance of his inclinations to ryle
without a {tanding army, if we confider, that upon the very firft news of
the defeat of the rebels, he declared to both Houfes of Parliament, that
he had put an immediate ftop to the levies which he had begun to raife
at their requeft, and that he would not make ufe of the power which they
had entrufted him with, unlefs any new preparations of the enemy fhould
make it neceflary for our defence. This {fpeech was received with the
greateft gratitude by both Houfes; and it is faid, that in the Houfe of
Commons a very candid and honourable Gentleman (who generally votes
with the minority) declared, that he had not heard fo gracious a {peech
from the throne for many years laft pait.

In another place, he fuppofes that the government has not endeavoured
to gain the applaufe of the vulgar, by doing fomething for the church;
and very gravely makes excufes for this their pretended negleét, What
greater inftances could his Majefty have given of his love to the church
of England, than thofe he has exhibited by his moft folemn declarations;
by his daily example ; and by his promotions of the moft eminent among
the Clergy to fuch vacancies as have happened in his reign? To which
we muft add, for the honour of his government in this particular, that
it has done more for the advantage of the Clergy, than thofe, who are the
molt zealous for their intereft, could have expeted in fo fhort a time;
which will farther appear, if we refle@t upon the valuable and royal do-
native to one of our Univerfities, and the provifion made for thofe who
are to officiate in the fifty new Churches. His Majefty is, indeed, a
Prince of roo much magnanimity and truth, to make ufe of the name of the
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Church for drawing his people into any thing that may be prejudicial to
them; for what our Author fays, to this purpofe, redounds as much to
the honour of the prefent adminiftration, as to the difgrace of others.
Nay, 1 wifb with allmy fout they bad flooped a little ad captum vulgi, 7o
sake in thofe [ballow fluttering hearts, which are to be caught by any thing
baited with the name of Church, (2. 11.)

Again ;. the Author asks, #hether terror is to become the only national

rinciple 2 with other queltions of the fame nature: and in feveral parts
of his book, harangues very plentifully againt fuch a notion. Where he
lks in generals upon this topic, there is no queftion but eve-
ry W hig and Tory in the kingdom perfeétly agrees with him in what he
fags. -But if he would infinuate, as he feems to do in feveral places, that
there fhould be no impreffions of awe upon the mind of a fubject, and
that a government fhould not create terror in thofe who are difpofed to
do ill, as well as encourage thofe that do their duty: in fhort, if he 1s for
an entire exclufion of that principle of fear which is fuppofed to have
fome influence in every law, he oppofes himfelf to the form of every go-
vernment in the world, and to the common fenfe of mankind.

The artifice of this Author in ftarting objections to the friends of the
government, and the foolith anfwers which he {uppofes they return to
them, is fo very vifible, that every one fees they are defigned rather to di-
vert his reader, than. to inftruét him,

I have now examined this whole pamphlet, which, indeed, is written
with 2 great deal of art,and as much argument as the caufe would bear:
and after having ftated the true notion of Clemency, Mercy, Compatlion,
Good-nature, Humanity, or whatever elfe it may be called, fo far asit1s
confiftent with wifdom, and the good of mankind, or, in other words,
{o far as it is a moral virtue, I fhall readily concur with the Author in
the higheft panegyricks that he has beftowed upon it. As likewife, I
heartily join with him in every thing he has faid againft juftice, if it mn-
cludes, as his pamphlet fuppofes, the extirpation of every criminal, and
is not exercifed with a much greater mixrure of clemency than rigour.
Mercy, in the true fenfe of the word, is that virtue by which a Prince
approaches neareft to him, whom he reprefents; and whilft he is neither
remifs nor extreme to animadvert upon thofe who offend him, that Lo-
gick will hold true of him which is applied to the great Judge of all the
carth; With thee there is. mercy, therefore fbalt thou be feared.
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