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IN° 164.  Friday, September 7.

Lla; quis et me, inqust, miferam, et te perdidst, Orpheu?
Famaque vale: feror ingent: circumdata notte,
Invalidafque tibi tendens, ben! won tua, palmas. Virg.

ONSTANTIA wasa woman of extraordinary wit and beauty,

but very unhappy in a father, who having arrived at great riches

by his own induftry, took delight in nothing but his money. T%e-

odofius was the younger fon of a decayed family, of great parts and
learning, improved by a genteel and virtuous education. When he was
in the twentieth year of his age, he became acquainted with Conffantia,
who had not then pafled her fifteenth. As he lived but a few miles di-
ftance from her father’s houfe, he had frequent opportunities of feeing
her ; and by the advantages of a good perfon and a pleafing converfation,
made fuch an impreflion in her heart as it was impoffible for time to
efface: he was himfelf no lefs {mitten with Conflensia. A longacquaint-
ance made them ftill difcover new beauties in each other, and by degrees
raifed in them that mutual paflion which had an influence on their fol-
lowing lives. It unfortunately happened, that in the midft of this inter-
courfe of love and friendfhip between Theodsofius and Conflantia, there
broke out an irreparable quarrel between their: parents,’ the ‘one valuing
himfelf too much upon his birth, and the other upon his peffeifions,
The father of Conflantia was fo incenfed at the father of Theodofius, that
he contratted an unreafonable averfion towards his fon, infomuch that
he forbad him his houfe, and charged his daughter upon her' duty never
to fee im more. = In the mean time, to break off all communication be-
tween the two lovers, who he knew entertained fecret hopes of fome fa-
vourable opportunity that fhould bring them together, he found out a
young Gentleman of a good fortune and an agreeable perfon, whom ' he
pitched upon as a husband for his daughter.” He f{oon conéerted this
affair fo well, that he told Conflantia it was his defign ‘to marry her to
fuch
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fuch a Gentleman, and that her wedding fhould be celebrated on fuch
a day. Conflantia, who was over-awed with the authority of her father,
and finable to objeét any thing againft fo advantageous a match, received
the propofal with a profound ﬁlcjn::e, which her father commended in
her, as the moft decent manner of a virgin's giving her confent to an o-
verture of that kind. The noife of this intended marriage foon reached
Theodoffus, who “after a long tumult of paflions which naturally rife in
a lover's heart on fuch an occafion, writ the following lctter to Con-
flantia.
cc HE thought of my Conflantia, which for {fome years has been
« my only happinefs, is now become a greater torment to me
« than I am able to bear. Muit I then live to {ee you another’s? the
¢ ftreams, the fields and meadows, where we have {o often talked toge-
« ther, grow painful to me; life it {elf is become a burden. May you
¢ Jong be happy in the world, but forget that there was ever fuch a man
.ip it as

L)

"

THEODOSIUS.

This letter was conveyed to Conffantia that very evening, who' fain-
ted at the reading of it; and the next morning fhe was much more
alarmed by two or three meflengers, that came to her father’s houfe one
after another to enquire, if they had heard any thing of Zheodsfins, who
it feems had left his chamber about midnight, and could no where be
found. The deep melancholy which had hung upon his mind fome time
before, made them apprehend the worit that could befal him. Coxffantia,
who knew that nothing but the report of her marriage could have dri-
ven him to fuch extremities, was not to be comforted: fhe now accufed
her {elf for having fo tamely given an ear to the propofal of a husband,
and looked upon the new lover as the murderer of Theodofius : in fhort,
fhe refolved to fuffer the utmoit effeéts of her father’s difpleafure, rather
than comply with a marriage which appeared to her fo full of guilt and
horror. 'The father feeing himfelf entirely rid of Theodofins, and likely
to keep a confiderable portion in his family, was not very much concern-
ed at the obftinate refufal of his daughter; and did net find it very dif-
ficult to excufe himfelf upon that account to his intended fon-in-law,
who had all along regarded this alliance rather as a marriage of conveni-
ence than of love. Conflantia had now no relief but it her devotions
and exercifes of religion, to which her afflitions had fo entirely fubjected

her mind, that after fome years had abated the violence of hér forrows,
and
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and fettled her thoughts in a kind of tranquillity, fhe refolved to pafs the
remainder of her days ina convent. Her father was not difpleafed with
a refolution, which would fave .money in his family, and readily compli-
ed with his daughter’s intentions. Accordingly in the twenty fifth year
of her age, while her beauty was yet in all its height and bloom, he car-
ried her to a neighbouring city, in order to look out a fifterhood of
Nuns among whom to place his daughter. There was in this place a fa.
ther of a convent who was very much renowned for his piety and ex-
emplary life; and as it is ufual in the Romifb church for thofe who are
under any great affliction, or trouble of mind, to apply themfelves to the
moft eminent Confeflors for pardon and confolation, our beautiful vota-
ry took the opportunity of confefling her felf to this celebrated father.,

We muft now return to Thesdofius, who the very morning that the
above-mentioned enquiries had been made after him, arrived at a religi-
ous houfe in the city, where now Conflantia refided ; and defiring that
fecrecy and concealment of the fathers of the convent, which is very u-
fual upon any extraordinary occafion, he made himfelf one of the order,
with a private vow never to enquire after Conffentia; whom he looked
upon as given away to hisrival upon the day on which, according to
common fame, their marriage was to have been folemnized. Having in
his youth made a good progrefs in learning, that he might dedicate him-
felf more entirely to religion he entred into holy orders, and in a few
years became renowned for his fanéity of life, and thofe pious {fentiments
which he infpired into all who converfed with him. It was this holy
man to whom Conffantie had determined to apply her felf in confeflion,
though neither fhe nor any other befides the Prior of the convent, knew
any thing of his name or family. The gay, the amiable Zheodofius had
now taken upon him the name of father Frameis; and was {o far con-
cealed in a long beard, a fhaven head, and a religious habit, that it was
impoflible to difcover the man of the world in the venerable conven-
tual.

As he was one morning fhut up in his confeflional, Confantia kneel-
ing by him, opened the {tate of her foul to him: and after having given
him the hiftory of a life*full of innocence, fhe burft out into tears, and
entered upon that part of her ftory, in which he himfelf had {o great a
fhare. My behaviour, fays fhe, has I fear been the death of a man who
had no other fault but that of loving me too much. Heaven only knows
how dear he was to me whilft he lived, and how bitter the remembrance
of him: has been to me fince his death. She here paufed, and lifted up

her




e TV L

ot PSS

e A O

Ne 164. The SPECTATOR. 1]

her eyes that ftreamed with tears towards the father; who was fo moved
with the fenfe of her forrows, that he could only command his voice,
which was broke with fighs and fobbings, fo far as to bid her proceed.
She followed his directions, and in.a flood of tears poured out her heart
before him. The father could not forbear weeping aloud, infomuchthat
in the agonies of his grief the feat fhook under him. Covnflantia, who
thought the good man was thus moved by his compaflion towards her,
and by the horror of her guilt, proceeded with the utmoft contrition to
acquaint him with that vow of virginity in which fhe was going to en=
gage her felf, as the proper attonement for her fins;.and the only facri-
fice the could make to the memory of Theodofius. The father, who by
this time had pretty well' compofed himfelf, burft out again in tears upon-
hearing that name to which he had been {o long difufed, and upon re-
ceiving this initance of an unparallel'd fidelity from one who he thought-
had feveral years fince given her felf up to the poffeflion of another. A-
midft the intetruptions of his forrow, {ecing his penitent overwhelmed
with grief, he was only able to bid her from time to time be comfort-
ed To tell her that her fins were forgiven her That her guilt
was not fo great as {he apprehended That fhe fhould not fuffer her felf
to be afli¢ted above meafure. After which he recovered himfelf enough.
to give her the abfolution in form ; direéting her at the fame time tq re-
pair- to him again the next day, that he might encourage her in the pi-
ous refolutions fhe had taken, and give her fuitable exhortations for her
behaviour in it. Conffantia retired, and the next morning renewed her
applications. Theodofins having manned his Soul with proper thoughts
and refleflions, exerted himfelf on this occafion in the beit manner he
could to animate his penitent inr the courfe of life fhe was entering upon,
and wear out of her mind thofe groundlefs fears and apprehenfions
which had taken pofleffion of it; concluding, with a promife to her,that
he would from time-to-time continue his admonition when fhe fhould
have taken upon her the holy veil. "Fhe rules of our refpective orders,
fays he, will not permit that [ thould fee you, but you may aflure:your
felf not only of having a place in my prayers, but of receiving fuch fre-
quent inftruétions as I can convey to you by letters.  Goon chearfully in:
the glorious courfe you have undertaken, and you will quickly find fuch
a peace and fatisfaétion in your mind, which itis not'in the power of-the
world to give:
Conflantia’s heart was fo elevated with the difcourfe of father Francisy
that the very next day: the entered uipon ther vow. As foon as the.{os
lemnitiess
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lemnities of herreception were over, fhe retired, as it is ufual, with the
Abbefs into her own apartment.

The Abbels had been informed the night before of all that had pafled
between her Noviciate and father Framcir: From whom fhe now de-
livered to her the following letter.

cc S the fieft fruits of thofe joys and confolations which you may

« expet from the life you are now cumged in, I muft ac-
« quaint you that Theodafins, whofe death {its fo heavy upon your
Lhrnwms, is ftill alive; and that the father to whom you have confef-
“ fed your {elf, was once that Theodofins whom you fo much lament,
« The love which-we have had for one another will make us more hap-
py in its difappointment, than it could have done in its fuccefs. Provi-
# dence has dii}wsﬂbd of us for our adv.mmgc, [hnugh not :’lCCOI‘ding to
¢ our withes. Confider your Theodofins {till as dead, but aflure your felf
¢ of one who will not ceafe to pray for you in father

~
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FRANCIS,

Conflantia faw that the hand-writing agreed with the contents of the
letter: and upon refleéting on the voice of the perfon, the behaviour,
and above all the extreme orrow of the father during her confeffion, fhe
difcovered Theodsfins in every particular. - After having wept with tears
of joy, It is enough, fays the, Theodafines is dtillin being; I thall live with
comfort and die in peace,

The letters which the father fent her afterwards are }fer extant in the
I\mmuy where fhe refided; and are often read to the young religious, in
order to infpire them with good refolutions and fentiments of virtue. It
{o happened, that after 'C-U-’{ﬂdﬁffﬂ had lived about ten-yearsin the cloyiter,a
violent fever broke out in the place, which fwept away. great multitudes,
and among others Theodofins, Upon his death- bed he fent his benediétion
in a very moving manner to Conffantia; who at that time was her felf {o
far gone: in:the fmnc fatal diftemper, that fhe lay delirious,. Upon the in-
terval which generally precedes. death: in ficknefles of this nature,. the
Abbefs finding that the Phyficians had-given her.over, told her that TZe-
odofins-was jult gone before her, and that he had fent her his benediétion
n hislaft- moments. Conffentia received it with pleafure: And now, fays
the, if I do not ask any thing improper, let me be buried by Theodofius.
My.vow reaches no farther than the grave. What Lask s, I hopn,,nc- violation
of it=——Bhe died foon after, and was interred according to her requett.

Their
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Their tombs are ftill to be feen, with ‘a ‘fhort" Latin infcriptien over

them to the following purpofe.
Here lie the bodies of father Framcis and fifter Conflance. They

ware lovely in their lives, and in their deaths were wot divided.

N° 165.  Sarurday, September 8.

------ St forte neceffe eff,

Fingere cinélutss non exaudita Cethegss,
Continget: dabiturque licentia fumpta pudenter, Hor.

Have often withed, that as in our conftitution there are feveral per-
fons whofe bufinefs it is to - watch over our laws, our liberties and
commerce, certain men might be fet apart as fuper-intendants of our
language, to hinder any words of a foreign coin from pafling among us;
and in particular to prohibit any French phrafes from becoming current
in this kingdom, when thofe of our own {tamp are altogether as valuable.
The prefent war has {o adulterated our tongue with ftrange words, that
it would be impoflible for one of our great-grand-fathers to know what his
pofterity have been doing, were he to read their exploits in a modern
news-paper. Our warriours are very induftrious in propagating the French
language, at the fame time that they are {o glorioufly fuccefsful in beat-.
ing down their power, -Our foldiers.are men of {trong heads for aétion,
and perform fuch feats as they are not able to exprefs. They wantwords
in their own tongue te tell us what it is they atchieve, and therefore fend
us over accounts of their performances in a jargon of phrafes, which they
learn among their conquered enemies, They ought however to be pro-
vided with Secretaries, and. aflifted by our foreign Minifters, to tell their
{tory for them in plain Engli/b, and to let us knaw in our mother-tongue
what it is our brave country-men are about. The Frerch would indeed
be in the right to publith the news of the prefent war in Engli/b phrafes,
and make their campaigns unintelligible. Their people might flatter '
themfelves that things are not fo bad as they really are, were they thus
palliated with foreign terms, and thrown into fhades and obfcurity: but
Vour. III, P the
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