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Their tombs are ftill to be feen, with ‘a ‘fhort" Latin infcriptien over

them to the following purpofe.
Here lie the bodies of father Framcis and fifter Conflance. They

ware lovely in their lives, and in their deaths were wot divided.

N° 165.  Sarurday, September 8.

------ St forte neceffe eff,

Fingere cinélutss non exaudita Cethegss,
Continget: dabiturque licentia fumpta pudenter, Hor.

Have often withed, that as in our conftitution there are feveral per-
fons whofe bufinefs it is to - watch over our laws, our liberties and
commerce, certain men might be fet apart as fuper-intendants of our
language, to hinder any words of a foreign coin from pafling among us;
and in particular to prohibit any French phrafes from becoming current
in this kingdom, when thofe of our own {tamp are altogether as valuable.
The prefent war has {o adulterated our tongue with ftrange words, that
it would be impoflible for one of our great-grand-fathers to know what his
pofterity have been doing, were he to read their exploits in a modern
news-paper. Our warriours are very induftrious in propagating the French
language, at the fame time that they are {o glorioufly fuccefsful in beat-.
ing down their power, -Our foldiers.are men of {trong heads for aétion,
and perform fuch feats as they are not able to exprefs. They wantwords
in their own tongue te tell us what it is they atchieve, and therefore fend
us over accounts of their performances in a jargon of phrafes, which they
learn among their conquered enemies, They ought however to be pro-
vided with Secretaries, and. aflifted by our foreign Minifters, to tell their
{tory for them in plain Engli/b, and to let us knaw in our mother-tongue
what it is our brave country-men are about. The Frerch would indeed
be in the right to publith the news of the prefent war in Engli/b phrafes,
and make their campaigns unintelligible. Their people might flatter '
themfelves that things are not fo bad as they really are, were they thus
palliated with foreign terms, and thrown into fhades and obfcurity: but
Vour. III, P the
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the Exglifb cannot be too clear in their narrative of thofe aftions, which
have raifed their country to a higher pitch of glory than it ever yet arri-
ved at, and which will be ftill the more admired, the better they are ex-
plained.

For my part, by that time a fiege is carried on two or three days, I
am altogether loft and bewildered in it, and meet with fo many inexpli-
cable difficulties, that I fcarce know which fide has the better of it, till I
am informed by the Tower guns that the place is furrendred. ‘I do in-
deed make fome allowances for this part of the war, fortifications having
been foreign inventions, and upon that account abounding in foreign
terms. But when we have won battels which may be defcribed in our
own language, why are our papers filled with fo many unintelligible ex-
ploits, and the Freach obliged to lend us a part of their tongue before
we can know how they are conquered? They muit be made acceflary
to their own difgrace, as the Brirains were formerly fo artificially wrought
in the curtain of the Roman theatre, that they feemed to- draw it up, in
order ta give the {peftators an opportunity of fecing their own defeat
celebrated npon the ftage: For {o Mr, Dryden has tranflated that verfe in
Virgil,

Atque intertexti tollant anlea Britanni.

W hich interwoven Britains feem to raife,
And Jhew the triumph that their fbame difplays.

"The hiftories of all our former wars are tranfmitted to us in our ver-
nacular ldiom, to ufe the phrafe of a great modern critick. I do not
find in any of our chronicles, that Edward the Third ever reconnoitred
the enemy, though he often difcovered the pofture of the French, and
a$ often vanquifhed them in battel. The Black Prince pafled many a ri-
ver without the help of pontoons, and filled a ditch with faggots as fuc-
cefsfully as the Generals of our times do it with Fafcines. Our Com-
manders lofe half their praife, and our people half their joy, by means of
thofe hard words and dark expreflions in which our news-papers do fo
much abound. I have feen many a prudent Citizen, after having read
every article, enquire of his next neighbour what news the mail had
brought.

I remember in that remarkable year when our country was delivered
from the greateft fears and apprehenfions, and raifed to the greateft
height of gladnefs it had ever felt fince it was a nation; I mean the yem;_
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of Blenheim,1 had the copy of a letter fent me out of the country, which
was written from a young gentleman in the army to his father, a man of
a good eftate and plain fenfe: as the letter was very modifhly chequered
with this modern military eloguence, I fhall prefent iny Reader with a
copy of it

S IR,

€ PON the jun&ion of the Frewch and Bavarian arm_ies thegf took
« poft behind a great morafs which they thought impracticable.
« Qur General the next day fent a party of horfe to reconnoitre them
« from a littte hautetr, at about a quarter of an hour’s diftance from the
¢ army, who returned again to the camp unobferved through feveral de-
« files, in one of which they met with a party of Frewnch that had been
« marauding, and made them all prifoners at difcretion. The day after
¢« 3 drum arrived at our camp, with a meflage which he would ecommu-
« picate to none but the General; he was followed by a trumpet, who
« they fay behaved himfelf very faucily, with a meffage from the Duke
« of Bavaria. Th¢ next morning our army being divided into two
« corps, made a movement towards the enemy: you will hear in the
« publick prints how we treated them, with the other circumitances of
« that glorious day. I had the good fortune to be in the regiment that
« puthed the Gens &' drms.  Several French battalions, who fome fay
« were a Corps de Referve, made a fhow of refiftance; but it only
« proved a galconade, for upon our preparing to fill up a little Foflé,
« in order to attack them, they beat the Chamade, and fent us Charte
« Blanche. Their Commandant, with a great many other General Of-
« ficers, and troops without number, are made prifoners of war, and will
« T believe give you a vifit in Snglend, the Cartel not being yet fettled.
« Not queftioning but thefe particulars will be very welcome to you, I

¢ congratulate you upon them, and am your moft dutiful fon, &e.
The father of the young gentleman upon the perufal of the letter
found it contained great news, but could not guefs what it was. He
immediately communicated it to the Curate of the parifh, who, upon the
reading of it, being vexed tofee any thing he could not underftand, fell
into a kind of paffion, and told him, that his fon had fent him a letter that
was neither fifh, fleth, nor good red herring. I with, fays he, the Cap-
tain may be compos mentis, he talks of a faucy trumpet, and a drum that
carries meflages ; then who is this Charze Blanche? he muit either ban-
P2 ter
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ter us, or he is out of his fenfes. The father, who always looked upon
the Curate as a learned man, began to fret inwardly at his fon’s ufage,
and producing a letter which he had written to him about three pofts
afore, You fee here, fays he, when he writes for money, he knows how
to fpeak intelligibly enough; there is no man in England can exprefs
himfelf clearer, when he wants a new furniture for his horfe, In fhort,
the old man was fo puzzled upon the point, that it might have: fared ill
with his fon, had he not feen all the prints about three days after filled
with the fame terms of art, and that Charles only writ like other men.

N°166.  Monday, September 10,

== Quod uec Jovis ira, nec iguis,
Nec poterst. fervum, nec edax abolere vetufias. Ovid.

Riffotle tells us, that the world is a copy or tranfeript of thofe
ideas which are in the mind of the firft Being, and thofe ideas
which are in the mind of man, are a tranfcript of the world -

to this we may add, that words are the tranfeript of thofe ideas which
are in the mind of man, and that writing or printing is the tranfcript
of words.

As the fupreme Being has exprefled, and as it were printed his ideas
in the Creation, men exprefs their ideas in books, which by this great in-
vention of thefe latter ages, may laft as long as the Sun and Moon, and
perith only in the general wreck of nature. Thus Cowley in his Poem
on the Relurrection, mentioning the deftruction of the univerfe, has thofe
admirable lines.

Now all the wide extended sky,
And all tIy harmonions worlds on bigh,
Ard NVirgi\l's facred work fball die,
There is no other method of fixing thofe thoughts which arife and
difappear in the mind of man, and tranfmitting them to the laft periods

of time; no other method of giving a permanency to our ideas, and
pre-
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