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N° 173.  Tuefday, September 18.

- Remove fera monflra, tneque
Saxificos valtus, quecungue ea, tolle Medufe. Ov. Met.

erecting of feveral handicraft prizes to be contended for by our Bri-

tifb artizans, and the influence they might have towards the im-
provement of our feveral manufatures. I have fince that been very much
furprized by the following advertifement which I find in the Pg/-Boy of
the r1th inftant, and again repeated in the Poff-Boy of the rsth.

N the gth of O&tober next will be run for upon Colefhill-heath in Warwick-

fhire, a plate of fix guineas value, 3 hca:s_, qu any horft, mare,  or gelding
that hath not won above the value of § 1. the winning horle to be fold for 10 1. to
carry 1o ftone weight, if 14 hands high ; if aboveor under, to carryor be allowed
weight for inches, and to be entered Friday the 15th ar the Swan in Colefhill, be-
fore 6 in the evening. Alfo a plate of lefs value to be run for by afles. The
fame day a gold ring to be grinned for by men.

The firft of thefe diverfions that is to be exhibited by the 10/. race-
horfes, may probably have its ufe; but the two laft, in which the alles
and men are concerned, feem to me altogether extraordinary and unac-
countable. Why they fhould keep running afles at Colefbill, + or how
making mouths turns to account in #arwick/bire, more than inany o-
ther parts of England, 1 cannot comprehend. I have looked over all the
Olympic games, and do not find any thing in them like an afs-race, or a
match at grinning. However itbe, I am informed that {everal affes are
now kept in body-cloaths, and fweated every morning upon the heath,
and that all the country fellows within ten miles of the Swes grinn an
hour or two in their glafles every morning, in order to qualify themfelves
for the gth of O¢fvber. The prize which is propofed to be grinned for,
has raifed fuch an ambition among the common people of out-grinning
one another, that many very difcerning perfons are afraid it fhould fpoil
moft of the faces in the county; and that a WWarwick/bire man will be
known by his grinn, as Roman catholicks imagine a Kenri/b man is by his

R 2 Tail.

IN a late paper I mentioned the project of an ingenious author for the
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tail. 'The gold ring which is made the prize of deformity, is juft the re-
verfe of the golden apple that was formerly made the prize of beauty, and
fhould cairy for its pofie the old Motto inverted,

Detur tetriori.
Or to accommodate it to the capacity of the combatants,

The frightfull f Grinner,
Be the Winner.

In the mean while I would advife a Dwzch painter to be prefent at this
great controverfy of faces, in order to make a colle@tion of the moft re-
markable Grinns that fhall be there exhibited.

[ muft not here omit an account which I lately received of one of
thefe grinning matches from a Gentleman, who upon reading the above-
mentioned advertifement, entertained a Coffee-houfe with the following
narrative. Upon the taking of Namur, amongft other publick rejoicings
made on that occafion, there was a gold ring given by a Whig Juftice of
Peace to be grinned for, The firft competitor that entred the Liils, was
a black {fwarthy Fremch man, who accidentally pailed that way, and be-
ing a man naturally of a withered look, and hard features, promifed him-
felf good fuccefs. He was placed upon a table in the great point of view,
and looking upon the company like Milton’s death,

Grinw'd horribly a ghaflly finile, ———

His mufcles were fo drawn together on each fide of his face, that he
jhewed twenty teeth at a Grinn, and put the country in fome pain, left
a foreigner fhould carry away the honour of the day; but upon a fur-
ther tryal they found he was mafter only of the merry Grinn.

The next that mounted the table was a Malecontent in thofe days, and
a great mafter of the whole art of Grinning, but particularly excelled in
the anrgy Grinn. - He did his part fo well, that he is faid to have made
half a dozen women mifcarry; but the Juftice being apprifed by one who
ftood near him, that the fellow who grinned in his face was a Jacobite,
and being unwilling that 2 difaffected perfon fhould win the gold ring,and
be looked upon as the beft Grinner in the country, he ordered the Oaths
to be tendered unto him upon his quitting the; table, which the Grinner
refufing, he was fet afide as an unqualified perfon. There were feveral
other Grotefque figures that prefented themfelves, which it would be
too tedious to defcribe. I'muft not however omit a Plough-man, who

lived
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lived in the further part of the county, and being very lucky in a pair of
long-lanthera-jaws, wrung his face into ‘i"tl'C.i'L a hideous grimace, that
every feature of it appearcd under 4 diﬁ?ru—:nt d;ilc?r:'aon. The whole
company ftood aftonithed at fuch a complicated Grinn, and were ready
to aflign the prize to um, had it not been proved by one of his Anta-
onifts that he had praétifed with Verjuice for fome days before, and had
a Crab found upon him at the very time of Grinning ; upon which the
beft judges of Grinning declared it as their opinion, that he was not to
be looked upon as a fair Grinner, and therefore ordered him to be fet
afide as a cheat.

The prize, it feems, fell at length upon a Cobler, Giles Gorgon by name,
who produced feveral new Grinns of his'own invention, having been ufed
to-cut faces for many years together over his Laft. At the very firft
Grinn he caft every humane feature out of his countenance, at the fe-
cond he became the face of a Spout, at the third a Baboon, at the fourth
the head of a Bafe-viol, and at the fifth a pair of Nut-crackers. The
whole affembly wondered at his accomplithments, and beftowed the ring
on him upanimoufly; but, what he efteemed more than all the reft, a
country wench whom he had wooed in vain for above five years before,
was fo charmed with his Grinns, and the applaufes which he received on
all ides, that fhe married him the week following, and to this day wears
the prize upon her finger, the Cobler having made ufe of it as his wed-
ding-ring.

This paper might perhaps feem very impertinent, if it grew ferious in
the conclufion. - I would neverthelefs leave it to the confideration of thofe
who are the patrons of this monftrous trial of skill, whether or no they
are not guilty, in fome meafure, of an affront to their fpecies, in treating
after this manner the Humane Face ‘Divine, and turning that part of us,
which has fo great an image imprefled upon it, into the image of a Mon-
key ; whether the raifing fuch filly competitions among the Ignorant, pro-
pofing prizes for {fuch ufelefs accomplithments, filling the common peo-
ples heads with fuch fenfelefs ambitions, and infpiring them with fuch ab-
furd ideas of {uperiority and preheminence, has not in it fomething im-
meral as well as ridiculous.

Saturday,
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