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N°© 179.. . Tuefday, September 25

Centurie [entorum agitapt experiia frugss:
Celfi preetereunt auflera poemata Rbamnes.
Omne tult punttum qui mifcuit uile dulci,
Lettorem deleitando, parstergue monends. Hor.,

May caft my Readers under two geéneral divifions, the Mercurial

and the Sazwrnine. 'The firft are the gay part of my difciples, who

require Speculations of wit and humour; the others are thofe of a
more folemn and {obeér turn, who find no pleafure but in papers of Mo-
rality ‘and ‘found fenfe.  The former call every thing that is ferious
Stupid';- the latter look ‘upon- évery thing as impertinent that is ludi-
crous. - Were I always grave, one half of my Readers would fall
off from me: were I always merry, I fhould lofe the other. I make it
therefore my endeavour to find out entertainments for both kinds, and
by that means perhaps-confult ‘the good of both, more than T fhould do,
did T always write to the particular tafte of either. As they neither of
them know what I proceed upon, the fprightly Reader, who takes up
my paper in order to be diverted, very often finds himfelf engaged una-
wares in a ferious and profitable courfe of thinking; as on the contrary,
the thoughtfal man, who perhaps mayhope to find fomething folid, and
full of deep refle@tion, is very often infenfibly betrayed into a fit of mirth.
In a word, the Reader fits down toimy - entertainment without knowing
his bill of fare, and has therefore at leaft the pleafure of hoping there
may be a difh to his palate.

1 muft confefs, were 1 left to my felf, I would rather aim at inftrud-
ing than diverting; but if we will be ufeful to the world, we muft take
it as we findit. Authors of profefled {everity difcourage the loofer part
of mankind from having any thing to do with their writings. A man
muft have virtue in him, before he will enter npon the reading of a Sewe-
ca or an Epictetus. The very title ofia moral treatife has {omething in
it-auftere and fhocking to the carelefs and inconfiderate, For




For. this reafon feveral unthinking perfons fall in my way, who would

ive no actention to lectures delivered with a religious {erioufnefs, or a
philofophick grayity. ‘They ar€ infnared itito fentiments of wifdom and
virtue when they dqf__nn't think _C_'flllig and _Iif’ by that means they arrive
only at fuch a degree of confideration as may difpofe them to liften to
more ftudied and claborate difcourfes, I fhall not think my Speculations
ufelefs. I might likewife obferve, that the gloominefs in which fome-
times the minds of the beft men are involved, very often ftands in need
of fuch little incitements to mirth ; and laughter as are apt to difperfe
melancholy, and put our faculties in.good humour. To which fome will
add, that the Brit#/b climate more than any other makes entertainments
of this nature in a manper.neceffary, '

If what I have here faid does not recommend, it will at leaft excufe,
the variety of my Speculations. I would not willingly laugh but in ordex
to inftzuct, or if I fometimes fail in this point, when my mirth ceafes to
be inftructive, - it fhall never ceafe to be innocent. A fcrupulous con:
duét in this particular,. has, perhaps, more merit in it than the generality
of readers imagine; did. they know how many thoughts occur ina point
of humour, which a difcreet author in modefty fupprefles; how many
ftrokes of raillery prefent themfelves, which could not fail to pleafe the
ordinary tafte of mankind, but are ftifled in their birth by reafon of fome
remote-tendency which they carry in them to corrupt the minds of thole
who read them; did they know how many glances of ill-nature are in-
duftrioufly avoided for fear of doing injury to the reputation of another,
they would be apt to think kindly of thofe writers who endeayour to
make themfelves diverting without being immoral. One may apply ta
thefe authors that paflage 1n #aller, *

Poets lofe balf the praife they would bave got
Were it but known what they difereetly blot.

As nothing is more eafy than tobea wit with all the above-mentioned li-
berties, it requires fome genius and Inventionto appear {uch without them,
What I have here faid is not only in regard ta the public, but with an
eye to my- particular, correfpondent who has {ent me the following letter,
which 1 haye caftrated in fome places upon thefe confiderations.

§ IR,
13 Hﬁ\f'ING lately feén your difcourfe upon amatch of Grinning, 1

« cannot forbear giving you an account of a Whiftling match,
S 2 ‘¢ which,
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which, with many others, I'was entertained with about three years fince at
the Barh. Theprize wasa guinea, to _be conferred upon the ableft whift-
ler, that is, on him who could whiftle cleareft, and go through histune
without laughing, to which at the fame time he was provoked by the
antic poftures of a, Merry. Andrew, who was to  {tand upon the ftage
and play his tricks in the eye of the performer. There were three
competitors for. the guinea. The firft was a plow-man of a_very promi-
fing afpect; his features were fteady, and his mufcles compofed info
inflexible a {tupidity, that upon his firft appearance every one gavethe
guinea for loft. | The pickled-herring however found the way to'fhake
him, for upon his' whiftling a country jigg, this unlucky wagg danced
to it with {uch variety of diftortions and grimaces, that the country-
man could not, forbear fmiling upon him, and by that means fpoiled
his whiftle and' loft the prize.

« The next that mounted the ftage was an under-citizen of the Bash,
a perfon remarkable. among the inferior people of that-place for' his
great wifdom and his broad band. He contraéted his mouth with
much gravity, and, that he might difpofe his mind to be more ferious
than ordinary, begun the tune of zbe children in the wood, and went
through part of it with good fuccefs; when on a fudden the wit at his
elbow, who had appeared ‘wonderfully grave and attentive for fome
time, gave him a touch upon the'left thoulder, and ftared hinvin the
face with' {o' bewitching a grinn, that the whiitler relaxed his fibres
into a kind of fimper, and at length bur{t out into an open laugh. The
third who eatered the lifts was a foot-man, who in defiance of the Mer-
ry-Andrew, and all his arts, whiftled a'Scorch tune and an Teadian So-
nata, with fo fettled a countenance,' that he bore away the prize, -to
the great admiration of fome hundreds of perfons, -who, . as well as my
felf, were prefent at this tryal of skill. . Now, Sir, I humbly. conceive,
whatever'you have determined of the grinners, the whiitlers ought to
be encouraged, not only as their art is praétifed without diftortion, but
ag it improves country mufic, promotes gravity, and teaches ordinary
people to keep their countenances, if they' fee any- thing ‘ridicilous in
their betters; befides that, 1t' feems an entertainment very particular-
ly adapted to the Barh, as it is'ufual for 4'rider to whiflle to his horfe
when he would make his waters pafs.

I am, SIR, &c.
P0ST-
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POSTSCRILEIT.

« After you have difpatched thefe two important points of Grinning and
« Whiftling, T hope yon will oblige the world with fome refletions up.-
« on Yawning, as I have feen it praétifed on a twelfth-night among other
« Chriftmas gambols, at the houfe of a very worthy gentleman, who al-
« ways entertains his tenants at that time of the year. They yawn for
« a Chefbire cheefe, and begin about mid-night, when the whole com-
« pany is difpofed to be drowfy. He that yawns wideft, and at the
« {ame time fo naturally as to preduce the moft yawns among the fpec-
“ tators, carries home the cheefe. If you handle this fubjeét as you
« ought, I queftion not but your paper will fet half the kingdom a yawn-
« ing, thoughI dare promife you it will never make any body fall afleep.

N° 181.  Thurfday, September 27.

His lacrymis vitam damus, et miferefiimus ultro. Virg.

IArn more pleafed with a letter that is filled with touches of nature
than of wit. The following one is of this kind.

S IR,

< AMONG all the diftrefles which happen in families, I do not re-

¢ member that you have touched upon the marriage of children
“ without the confent of their parents. I am one of thefe unfortunate
« perfons. I was about fifteen when [ took the liberty to chufe for my
“ felf; and have ever fince languifhed under the difpleafure of an inex-
“ orable father, who, though he fees me happy in the beft of husbands,
* and bleflfed with very fine children, can never be prevailed upon to
« forgive me. He was fo kind to'me before this unhappy accident,
“ that indeed it makes my breach of duty, in fome meafure, inexcufa-
“ ble; and at the fame time creates in me fucha tendernefs towards him,
“ that T love him above all things, and would die to be reconciled to him.

“ I have thrown my felf at his feet, and befonght him with tears to par-
« don
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