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in the world, and have been ftill highly valued, not only in times

of the greateft fimplicity, but among the moft polite Ages of man-
kind. Jotham's Fable of the trees is the oldeft that is extant, and as
beautiful as any which have been made fince, that time. Nathan's Fable
of the poor man and his lamb is likewife more ancient than any that is
extant, befides the above-mentioned, and had fo good an effedt; as to
convey inftruétion to the ear of a King without offending it, and to
bring the man after God’s own heart to a right fenfe of his guilt and
his duty. ‘We find Z/fGp in the moft diftant Ages of Greece; and if we
look into the very beginning of the Common-wealth of Rome, we fee a
mutiny among the common people appeafed by a Fable of the belly and
the limbs, which was indeed very proper to gain the attention of an in-
cenfed rabble, at a time when perhaps they would have torn to pieces
any man who had preached the fame dodirine to them in an open and di-
re@ manner.  As Fables took their birth in the very infancy of learning,
they never flourifhed more than when learning was at its greateft height.
To juftify this affertion, I fhall put my reader in mind of Horace, the
greateft Wit and Critic in the Auguftan Age ; and of Boilean; the moit
corre@ Poet among the moderns : not to mentien /e Fontasne, who by
this way of writing is come more into vogue than any other Author of
our times.

The Fables I have here mentioned are raifed altogether upon brutes
and vegetables, with fome of our own fpecies mixt among them, when the
moral hath fo required.  But befides this kind of Fable, there is another
in which the Aétors are Paflions, Virtues, Vices, and other imaginary per=
fons of the like nature. Some of the ancient Critics will have it, that
the Iliad and Odyfley of Hemer are Fables of this nature; and that the
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FABLES were the firft pieces of wit that made their appearance
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feveral names of gods and heroes are nothing elfe but the affe@ions of the
nmiind in 4 vifible fhape and charaer. Thus they tell us; that Aebilles,
in the firft Iliad, reprefents Anger, or the irafcible part of human nature.

"That upon drawing his fword agamﬁ his Superior in a full afle Whly, Pal-
Jas is only another name for Reafon; which checks and advifes™him upon
that occafion ; and at her firft appearance touches him upon the head,

that part of the man being looked uponas the feat of Reafon. And thus
of the reft of the poem. Asfor the Odyfley, I thimk it is plain that FHo-
race confidered it as one of thefe allegorical Fables, by the Moral which
he has given us of feveral parts of it. The greateft Jralian Wits have

applied themfelves to the writing of this latter kind of Fables: As Spen-
fer's Fairy-Queen is oné contifued feries of them from the beginning 10
the end of thit admirable work. ~ If we look into the fineft Profe-authofs
of antiequity, fuch as Cicero, Plato, Xewophon, and many others, we flalt
fifid ‘that this was likewife their favourite kind ‘of Fable. I fhall only far-
thér obferve upon ity thae the firft of thisfort that made any confiderable
figure in' the world, was that of Hercules meeting with Pleafure and Vir-
tue ;* whicl was invented by Prodicus, who lived before Socrates, andin
the firlt dawhings of philofophy. He ufed to travel through Greece by
vertue ‘of this Fable; which procured him a kind reception in all the
market towns, wheré he never failed telling it as foon as he had gathered
an audience about him.

After this fhort preface, which I have made up of fuch matetials as
my miemory does at prefent fuggeft to me, before I prefent my Reader
with a Fable of this kind, which I defign as the entertainment of the
prefent paper, I muft ina few words open the occafion of it.

In the account Which Plato gives us of the converfation and behaviout
of Socrateés, the morning he was to die, he tells  the following circume
ftance.

When Socrates his fetters were knocked off (as was ufual to be done
on the day that the condemned perfon was to be executed ) being feated
in the midft of his difciples, and laying one of his legs over the other
in a very unconcerned pofture, he began to rub it where it had been
galled by the iron; and whether it was to fhew the indifference with
which he entertained the thoughts of his approaching death, or (after his
ufual manner) to take évery occafion of philofophizing upon fome ufeful
{ubjeét, he obferved the pleafure of that fenfation which now arofe in
thofe very parts of 'his leg, that juft before had been fo much p‘uned by
the fetter.  Upon this he refleted on the nature of pleafure and pain in

generaly
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oneral, ‘and how conftantly they fucceed one another,. To this head-
ded, That if a man of a good  genius for a Fable, were to reprefent
the nature of pleafure and pain in that way of writing, he would pro-
bably join sthem together after fuch-a manner, that it would be impof-
fible for the one to come into any. place without being followed by the
other.
It is_ poflible, that' if Plare had thought it proper at fuch a time
to defcribe Suerates lannching out into a difcourfe which was not of a
piece with the bufinefs of the day, he would have enlarged upon this
hint, and ‘have drawn it out into fome beautiful Allegory or Fable.
But fince hie has not done it I fhall atrempt to write one my felf in the

fpirit of that divine Author.

There weve twa families;which from the beginning of the world were
as oppofive to each other as Light and Darknefs. The one of them lived
in Heaven, and the other in Hell. The youngeft defcendant of the firfl
family was Pleafure, who was the danghter of Happinefs, who was the
child of Pirtur, who was the ofspring of the Geds, Thefe, as I faid
before, bad their habitation in Feaven. The youngeft of the oppefite fa-
mily was Pain, who was the fon of Mifery, who was the child of Vice,
who was the offspring of the Furies. The babitation of this race of
Beings was in Hell.

The middle ftation of nature between thefe two oppufite extreams was
the earth, which was inbabited by creatures of a middie kind, ueither
fo wirtuous as the one, mor [0 Vicious as the other, but partaking of the
good_and bad qualities of thefe two oppofite families. Jupiter ¢onfider-
ing that this [pecies, commonly called Man, was too virtuous to be mife-
rable, and too vicious to be bappy's thet be might make & diftinition be-
sween the Good and the Bad, ordeved the two youngeft of vhe above-
mentioned families, Pleafure who was the daughter of Happine(s; and
Painwho was the fon of Mifery, tomeet one another upen this part of na-
ture which lay in the balf way between them, having promifed to fettic
it upon borh, provided they could agree upon the divifion of ity [0 as 10
Share mankind between them. aide

Pleafire and Pain were wo. fioner wet in theiy new babitation, ~ bur
they immediately agreed  upon. this point, that Pleafire Jhauld take pof-
[elfion of the virtuons, and ‘Pain of the wicions part of that.  fpecies

which wads given up-to thems. But upon examining 1o awhich of  thew

any individial they met -with belengeds they Sound each of thaenm bed a
T 2 right
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right to him s for that, contrary to what they had feex in their old
Places of refidence, theve was no perfon [0 vicions who bad not fome Good
in him, nor any perfon [0 virtuous who bad not in bim fome Evil. The
truth of it is, they generally found upon féarch, that in the moft vicious
man Pleafure might lay claim to an bundredth part, and that in the moft
virtuous man Pain might come in for at leafl two thivds. This they faw
would occafion endlefi difputes berween them, unlefs' they conld come to
JSome accommodation. To this end theve was a marriage propofed betiween
them, and at length concluded : by this means it is that we” find Pleafure
and Pain are [uch conflant yoke-fellows, and that they cither make their
vifits together, or are wever far afinder. If Pain comes into an heart,
he is quickly followed by Pleafure ; and if Pleafure enters, you may be
Siure Pain is nov far of.

Bur notwithffanding this marriage was wvery convenient for the two
parties, it did not feem to anfwer the intention of Jupiter in fending
them among mankind. To remedy therefore this imconvenience, it was
Sflipulated between them by article, and confirm'd by the confent of each
family, that notwithflanding they bere poffefled the fpecies indifferently;
wpon the death of every fingle perfon, if be was found to bave in him a
certain proportion of Evil, be fbould be difpatched into the infernal re-
gions by a paffport from Pain, there to dwell with Mifery, Fice and the
Furtes. Or on the contrary, if he bad in bim a certain proportion of
Good, he fbould be difpatched into beaven by a paffport from' Pleafure
there to dwell with Happinefs, Virtue and the Gods.

N° 184. Monday, Ollfober 1.

......... Opere in longo fas eff obrepere fomnum. Hor.

HEN a man has difcovered a new vein of humour, it often car-

ries him much further than he expeéted from it. My correfpon-

dents take the hint I 'give them, and purfue it into Speculations

which I never- thought of at my firft ftarting it. This has been the
fate ' of my paper on the match of Grinning, which has alrea
dy produced a fecond paper on parallel fubjeéts, and brought me
the
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