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154 The SPECTATOR N 186

. any fet of articles which they fo violently oppofe. Let me thereforead-
vife this generation of wranglers, for their own and for the public good,
to aét at leaft fo confiftently with themfelves, as not to burn with zeal
for irreligion, and with bigottry for nonfenfe.

N°186.  Wednefday, Oftober 3.

Coclum 1pfurm petimus [Fultitid—=---= Hor.

PON my return to my lodgings laft night, I found a letter from
my worthy friend the Clergy-man, whomI have given fome ac-
count of in my.former papers. He tells me in it that he was

particularly pleafed with the latter part of my yefterday’s Speculation;
and at the {fame time enclofed the following Eflay, which he defires me to
publith as the fequel of that difcourfe. It confilts partly of uncommon
refleftions, and partly of fuch as have been already ufed, but now fet in
a ftronger light.

< A Believer may be excufed by themoft hardened Atheift for endea-
- vouring to make him a convert, becaufe he doesit with an eye.to both
« their interefts.  The Atheift is inexcufable who tries to gainover 2 Be-
“ liever, becaufe he does not propofe the doing himfelf or believer any
% good by fuch a converfion.

“ The profpect of a future flate is the fecret comfort and refrefhment
“ of my foul; it is that which makes nature lodk gay about me; ir doy-
* bles all my pleafures, and fupports me under all my affli®tions. I can
“ look at difappointments and misfortunes, pain and ficknefs, death it
« felf, and, what is worfe than death, the lofs of thofe who are deareft
“ to me, with indifference; {o long as I keep in view the pleafuures of e-
“ ternity, and the ftate of Being in which there will be no fears nor ap-
« prehenfions, pains nor forrows, ficknefs nor feparation. Why will any
“ man be {o impertinently officious, as to tell me all this is only fancy
“ and delufion? Is there any merit in being the meflenger of ill news?

“ If it is a dream, let me enjoy it, fince it makesme both the happierand
“ better man. ¢4
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« T muft confefs I do not know how to truft a man who believes nei-
ther heaven nor hell, or in other words, a future {tate of rewards and
punithments. - Not only natural felf-love, but reafon, direéts us to pro-
mote our own intereft above all things. It can never be for the inte-
reit of a believer to do me a mifchief, becaufe he is fure upon the bal-
lance of accompts to find himfelf a lofer by it. On the contrary, ifhe
confiders his own welfare in his behaviour towards me, it will lead him
to do me all the good he can, and at the fame time reftrain him from
doing me an injury. An unbeliever does not att like a reafonable crea-
ture, if he favours me contrary to his prefent interefl, or does not di-
{trefs me when it turns to his prefent advantage. Honour and good-
nature may indeed tie up his hands; but as thefe would be very much
ftrengthened by reafon and principle, fo without them they are only
inftinéts, or wavering unfettled notions, which reft on no foundations.
« Infidelity has been attacked with fo good fuccefs of late years, that
it is driven out of all its ont-works. The Atheift has not found his poft
tenable, and is therefore retired into Deifm, and adisbelief of revealed
religion only. Butthe truthof it is, the greateft number of this fet of men,
are thofe who, for want of avirtuous education, or examining the
grounds/of religion, know fo very little of the matter, in queltion, that
their infidelity is but another term for their ignorance.

% As folly and inconfideratenefs are the foundations of infidelity, the
great pillars and fupports of it are either a vanity of appearing wifer
than the reft of mankind, or an oftentation of courage in defpifing the
terrours of another world, which have fo great an influence on what
they call weaker minds; or an averfion to a belief that muit cut them
off from many of thofe pleafures they propofe to themfelves, and fill
them with remorfe for many of thofe they have already taited.

« The great received articles of the Chriftian religion, havebeen fo
clearly proved from the authority of that divine revelation in which
they are delivered, that it is impoffible for thofe who have ears to
hear and eyes to fee, not to be convinced of them. = But were it poffi-
ble for any thing in the Chrifian faith to be erroneous, I can find noill
confequences in adhering to it. The great points of the incarnation
and fufferings of our Saviour, produce naturally fuch habits of virtue in
the mind of man, that, I fay, fuppofing it were poflible for us to be
miftaken in them, the Infidel himfelf muft at leaft allow that no other
fyftem of religion could fo effectually contribute to the heightning of

morality. They give us great ideas of the dignity of humanc nature,
U2 “ and”
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56 The SPECTATOR Ne186:

and of the love which the fupream Being bears to his creatures, and
confequently engage us in the higheft aéts of duty towards our Creator,
our neighbour, and our felves. How many noble arguments has Saint
Paul raifed from the chief articles of our religion, for the advancing
of morality in its three great branches? To give a fingle example in
each kind: What can be a ftronger motive to a firm truft and reliance
on the mercies of our Maker, than the giving us his Son to fuffer for
us? What can make us love and efteem even the moft inconfiderable
of mankind, more than the thought that Chrift died for him? Or what
difpofe us to a ftricter guard upon the purity of our own hearts, than
our being members of Chrift, and a part of the fociety of which that
immaculate perfon is the head? But thefe are only a {pecimen of thofe
admirable enforcements of morality which the Apoftle has drawn from
the hiftory of our blefled Saviour,
« If our modern infidels confidered thefe matters with that candour -
and ferioufnefs which they deferve, we fhould not fee them aét with
fuch a {pirit of birternefs, arrogance, and malice: they would not be
raifing fuch infignificant cavils, doubts, and fcruples, as may be ftarted
againft every thing that is not capable of mathematical demonftration;
in order to unfettle the mindsof the ignorant, difturb the publick peace,
fubvert morality, and throw all things into confufion and diforder. If
none of thefe refleétions can have any influence on them, there is one
that perhaps may; becaufe it is adapted to their vanity, by which they
feem to be guided much more than their reafon. T would therefore
have them confider, that the wifeft and beft of men in all ages of the
world, have been thofe who lived up to the religion of their country,
when they faw nothing in it oppofite to morality, and to the beft
lights they had of the divine nature. Pythagoras’s firft rule dires us
to worthip the Gods as # 75 ordained by law, for that is the moft na-
tural interpretation of the precept. Socrates, who was the moft re-
nowned among the heathens both for wifdom and virtue, in hislaft
moments defires his friends to offer a cock to & ffwlapius; doubtlefs
out of a fubmiffive deference to the eftablifhed worfhip of his country.
Xenophon tells us, that his Prince (whom he fets forth as a pattern of
perfection) when he found his death approaching, offered facrifices on
the mountains to the Perflan Fupiter, and the Sun, according to the
cuflom of the Perfians; for thofe are the words of the hiftorian. Nay,
the Epicureans and atomical philofophers fhewed a very remarkable
modefty in this particular; for, though the being of a God was entirely
“« repugnant
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% repugnant to their fchemes of natural philofophy, they contented them-
« {elves with the denial of a Providence, aflerting at the fame time the
« exiftence of Gods in general; becaufe they would not fhock the com-
« mon belief of mankind, and the religion of their country.

o NG 189. Saturday, October 6.

----- Patrie pietatis imago. Virg.

-

HE following letter being written to my bookfeller, upon a fub-
jeé of which I treated fome time fince, I fhall publifh it in this
paper, together with the lecter that was inclofed in it,

Mr, Buckley, )

« R. SrecraTor having of Jate defcanted upon the cruelty of
« parents to their children, 1 have been induced (at the requefk

&« of feveral of Mrt. Speerator’s admirers) to inclofe this letter, which

“ [ affure you is the original from a father to his fon, notwithitanding

“ the latter gave but little or no provocation. It would be wonderfully

% obliging to the world, if Mr. SeecTaTor would give his opinion of

“ it in fome of his Speculations, and particularly to

(Mr. Buckley) Tour bumble Servant.

SIRR AH,

ic OU are a fawcy audacious rafcal, and both fool and mad, and I
“ care not a farthing whether you comply or no; that does not

“ raze out my impreflions of your infolence, going about railing at me:
' “ and the next day to follicit my favours thefe are inconfiftencies, fuch
“ as difcover thy Reafon depraved. To be brief, I never defire to fee
“ your face ; and, Sirrah,if you go to the work-houfe, it is no difgrace to
“ me for you to be fupported there; and if you ftarve in the ftreets, T'll
“ never give any thing underhand in your behalf. - If I have any more of
“ your feribling nonfenfe, T will break your head the firft time I fet
“.fight onyou. You arc a ftubborn'beaft; is this your gratitude for my giv-
:  ing
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