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% repugnant to their fchemes of natural philofophy, they contented them-
« {elves with the denial of a Providence, aflerting at the fame time the
« exiftence of Gods in general; becaufe they would not fhock the com-
« mon belief of mankind, and the religion of their country.

o NG 189. Saturday, October 6.

----- Patrie pietatis imago. Virg.

-

HE following letter being written to my bookfeller, upon a fub-
jeé of which I treated fome time fince, I fhall publifh it in this
paper, together with the lecter that was inclofed in it,

Mr, Buckley, )

« R. SrecraTor having of Jate defcanted upon the cruelty of
« parents to their children, 1 have been induced (at the requefk

&« of feveral of Mrt. Speerator’s admirers) to inclofe this letter, which

“ [ affure you is the original from a father to his fon, notwithitanding

“ the latter gave but little or no provocation. It would be wonderfully

% obliging to the world, if Mr. SeecTaTor would give his opinion of

“ it in fome of his Speculations, and particularly to

(Mr. Buckley) Tour bumble Servant.

SIRR AH,

ic OU are a fawcy audacious rafcal, and both fool and mad, and I
“ care not a farthing whether you comply or no; that does not

“ raze out my impreflions of your infolence, going about railing at me:
' “ and the next day to follicit my favours thefe are inconfiftencies, fuch
“ as difcover thy Reafon depraved. To be brief, I never defire to fee
“ your face ; and, Sirrah,if you go to the work-houfe, it is no difgrace to
“ me for you to be fupported there; and if you ftarve in the ftreets, T'll
“ never give any thing underhand in your behalf. - If I have any more of
“ your feribling nonfenfe, T will break your head the firft time I fet
“.fight onyou. You arc a ftubborn'beaft; is this your gratitude for my giv-
:  ing
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ing you money? You Rogue, Tll better your judgment, and give
¢ you a greater fenfe of your duty to (I regret to fay) your father, ©c |

-
"

« P §. Tris prudence for you to keep out of my fight; for to reproach
me, that Might overcomes Right, on the outfide of your letter, T fhall
« give you a great knock on the skull for it.

"
"~

Was there ever fuch an image of paternal tendernefs! It was ufual
among fome of the Greeks to make their {laves drink to excefs, and then
expofe them to their children, who by that means conceived an- early
averfion to a vice which makes men appear {o monftrous and irrational,
I -have expofed this piture of an unnatural father with the fame intenti.
on, that its deformity may deter others from its refemblance. If the Res-
der has a mind to fee a father of the fame ftamp reprefented in the moft
exquifite {trokes of humour, he may meet with it in one of the fineft
Comedies that ever appeared upon the Zrgli/h flage: I mean the partof
Sir Sampfon in Leve for Love.

I muft not however engage my felf blindly on the fide of the fon, to
whom the fond letter above-written was direéted. His facher calls him
a fawey and audacions Rafeal in the firft line, and I am afraid upon ex-
amination he will prove but an ungracious youth. 7o go about railing a
his father, and to find no other place but zhe ontfide of bis letter to tell
him that might overcomes right, if it does not difcover bis reafon to b
depraved, and that be is either fool or mad, as the cholerick old Gentle-
man tells him, we may at leaft allow that the father will do very well in
.endeavouring to begter bis judgment, and give him a greater fenfe of bis
duty. But whether this may be brought about by breakiug his head, or
giving him a great knock on the skall, ought I think to be well confide-
red. Upon the whole, T with the father has not met with his match, and
that he may not be as equally paired with a fon, as the mother in Firgik
Crudelis tu quogque mater :

Crudelis mater magis an pucr improbus ille?
Improbus ille puer, crudelis tu quogue mater.

Or like the crow and her egg in the Greet proverb,
Kax afean@ xaxy wl,

I muft here take notice of a letter which I have received from an un-
known correfpondent, upon the fubjeét of my paper, upon which the
foregoing letter is likewife founded. The writer of it feems very much
concerned lealt that paper fhould feem to give encouragement to the dif

obedience
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obedience of children towards their parents; but if. the writer of it will
take the pains to read it over again attentively, I dare fay his apprehen-
fion will vanifh. Pardon and reconciliation are all the penitent daughter
requefts, and all that I contend for in her behalf; and in this cafe 1 may
ufe the faying of an eminent Wit, who upon fome great mens prefling
him to forgive his daughter who had married againft his confent, told
them he could refufe nothing to their inftances, but that he would have
them remember there was difference between Giving and Forgiving.

I muit confefs, in all controverfies between parents and their children,
I am naturally. prejudiced in favour of the former. The obligations on
¢hat fide can never be acquitted, and I think it 1s one of the greateft
refleétions upon humane nature, that paternal inftinét fhould be a {tronger
motive to love than filial gratitude; that the receiving of favours fhould
be a lefs inducement to good-will, tendernefs and commiferation, than
the conferring of them ; and that the taking care of any perfon fhould
endear the child or dependant more to the parent or benefactor, than the
parent or benefactor to the child or dependant; yet fo it happens, that
for one cruel parent we meet with a thoufand undutiful children. This
is indeed wonderfully contrived (as I have formerly obferved) for the
fupport of every living fpecies ; but at the fame time that it thews the
wifdom of the Creator, it difcovers the imperfection and degeneracy of
the creature.

The obedience of children fo their parents is the bafis of all govern-
ment, and is fet forth as the meafure of that obedience which we owe to
thofe whom Providence hath placed over us.

It is Father Je Comtre, if 1 am not miftaken, who tells us how want of
duty in this particular is punifhed among the Chinefé, infomuch that if a
fon {hould be known to kill or fo much as to {trike his father, not only
the criminal but his whole family would be rooted out, nay the inhabi-
tants of the place where he lived would be put to the fword, nay the
place it felf would be razed to the ground, and its foundations fown with
falt: For, fay they, there muft have been an utter depravation of man-
ners in that clan or fociety of people, who could have bred up among
them fo horrible an offender. To this I fhall add a paflage out of the
firft book of Herodotus. That hiftorian in his account of the Perfian
cuftoms and religion tells us, it is their opinion that no man ever killed
his father, or that it is poffible fuch a crime fhould be in nature; but
that if any thing like it fhould ever happen, they conclude that the re-

puted fon muft have been illegitimate, fuppofititious, or begotten in
adultery.
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adultery. Theit opinion in this particular fhews fufﬁciently what a no.
tion they muft have had of undutifulaefs in general.

N° 191.  Tuefday, Oftober 9.

gy Cicieey. Hom.

placed between two bundles of hay, which affeéted his fenfes equal-

ly on each fide, and tempted him in the very fame degree, whether

it would be poffible for him to eat of either. They generally determine
this queftion to the difadvantage of the afs, who they fay would {tarve
in'the midft of plenty, as not haying a {ingle grain of free-will to deter
mine him more to the one than to the other. ‘The bundle of hay on
cither fide ftriking his fight and fmell.in the fame proportion, would keep
him in a perpetual fufpence; like the two Magnets which travellers have
told us, are placed one of them in the roof, and the other in the floor of
Mabomer’s burying-place at Mecea, and by that means, fay they, pull the
Impoftor’s iron coffin with fuch an equal attraétion, that it hangs in the
air between both of them. As for the afs’s behaviour in fuch nice cir-
cumitances, whether he would ftarve fooner than violate his neutrality to
the two bundles of hay, T fhall not prefume to determine; but only take
notice of the conduét of our own fpecies in the fame perplexity. When
a man has-a mind to venture his money in a Lottery, every figure of it
appears equally alluring, and as likely to fucceed as any of its fellows.
They all of them have the fanie pretenfions to good luck, ftand upon
the fame foot of competition, and no manner of reafon can be given
why a man fhould prefer one to the other before the Liottery is drawn,
In this cafe therefore Caprice very often afls in the place of Reafon
and forms to its felf fome groundlefs imaginary motive, where real and
{ubftantial ones are wanting. I know a well-meaning man that is very
well pleafed to rifque his good forrune upon the number 1711, becaufe
it is the year of our Liord. Tam acquainted with a Tacker that would
give a good deal for the number 134.  On the contrary I have been l'ol:}
0

SOME ludicrous Schoolmen have put the cafe, that if an afs were
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