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N° 198.  Wednefday, Oftober 17.

Cerve luporum preda rapacium
Seftamur wliro, quos opimas
Fallere et effugere eft triumphus. Hor.

Cam HERE is a fpecies of women, whom I fhall diftinguith by the
name of Salamanders. Now a Salamander is a kind of Heroine
in chaflity, that treads upon fire, and lives in the midit of flames

without being hurt. A Salamander knows no diftinétion of fex in thofe

the converfes with, grows familiar with a firanger at firft fight, and is
not fo narrow-{pirited as to obferve whether the perfon fhe talks to, be in
breeches or in petticoats. She admits a male vifitant to her bed-fide,
plays with him a whole afternoon at Pickette, walks with him two or
three hours by Moon-light ; and is extreamly {candalized at the unreafo-
nablenefs of an husband, or the feverity of a parent, that would debar

the fex from fuch innocent liberties. Your Salamander is therefore a

perpetual declaimer againft Jealoufy, an admirer of the Zreach good-

breeding, and a great flickler for freedom in converfation. In fhort, the

Salamander lives in an invincible ftate of {implicity and innocence: her

conftitution is preférved in a kind. of natural froft; fhe wonders what

people mean by Temptations, and defies mankind to do their worft, Her
chaftity is engaged in a conftant Ordeal, or fiery trial: (like good Queen

Emma) the pretty innocent walks blindfold among burning Plow-fhares,

without being {corched or finged by them.

It is not therefore for the.ule of the Salamander, whether in a married
or fingle ftate of life, that I defign the following paper ; but for fuch Fe-
males only as are made of flefh and blood, and find themfelves fubjeét
to humane frailties.

As for this part of the fair fex who are not of the falamander kind, I
would moft earneftly advife them to obferve a quite different conduct in

their behaviour ; and to avoid as much as poflible what religion calls
Tempta-
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Temptations,and the world Oppertunities. Did they but know how many
thoufands of their fex have been gradually betrayed from innocent free-
doms to ruine and infamy ; and how many millions of ours have begun
with flatteries, proteftations, and endearments, but ended with reproaches,
perjury, and perfidioufnefs : they would fhun like death the very firft ap-
proaches of one that might lead them into inextricable labyrinths of
guilt and mifery. [ mufl fo far give up the caufe of the Male world, as
to exhort the Female fex in the language of Chamont in the Orphan,

Truft not a man, we are by nature falfe,
Diffemnbling, fubtile, cruel, and unconflant :

When a man talks of love, with caution truft him;
But if be fivears, he'll certainly deceive thee.

I might very much enlarge upon this fubje&, but fhall conclude it with
a ftory which T lately heard from one of our Spani/b Officers, and which
may fhew the danger a woman incurs by too great familiarities with a
Male companion.

An inhabitant of the kingdom of Caffile, being a man of more than
ordinary prudence, and of a grave compofed behaviour, determined a-
bout the fiftieth year of his age to enter upon wedlock. In order to
make himfelf eafy in it, he caft his eye upon a young woman who had
nothing to recommend her but her beauty and her education, her parents
having been reduced to great poverty by the wars, which for fome years
have laid that whole country wafte, The Caffi/ian having made his ad-
drefles to her and married her, they lived together in perfeét happinefs
for fome time ; when at length the husband’s affairs made it neceffary
for him to take a voyage to the Kingdom of Naples, where a great part
of his eftate lay. The wife loved him too tenderly to be left behind
him. They had not been a fhipboard above a day, when they unluckily
fell into the hands of an Agerine Pirate, who carried the whole company
on fliore, and made them flaves. The Caffiliar and his wife had the
comfort to be under the fame Mafter; who feeing how dearly they loved
one another, and gafped after their liberty, demanded a moft exorbitant
price for their ranfom. The Caffilian, though he would rather have
died in flavery himfelf than have paid fuch a fum as he found would go
near to ruin him, was fo moved with compaflion towards his wife, that
he fent repeated orders to his friend in Spair, (who happened to be his
next Reélation) to fell his eftate, and tranf{iit the money to him, - His
friend, hoping that the terms of his ranfom might be made more reafo-

nable,
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nable, and unwilling to_fell an eftate which he himfelf had fome profpeét
of inheriting, formed fo many delays, that three whole years pafled away
without any thing being done for the fetting of them at liberty.

There happened to live a French Renegado in the fame place where
the Caffiliaz and his wife were kept prifoners. As this fellow had in him
all the vivacity of his nation, he often entertained the captives with ac-
counts of his own adventures; to which he fometimes added a fong or
a dance, or {ome other piece of mirth, to divert them during their con-
finement. His acquaintance with the manners of the A/gerines enabled
him likewife to do them feveral good oflices. The Caffilian, as he was
one day in converfation with-this Renegado, difcovered to him the negli-
gence-and treachery of his correfpondent in Caffile; and at the fame time
asked his advice how he fhould behave himfelf in that exigency : he fur-
ther told the Renegado, that he found it would be impoflible for him to
raife the money, unlefs he himfelf might go over to difpofe of his eftate.
The Renegado, after having reprefented to him that his Algerzne Malter
would never confent to his releafe upon fuch a pretence, at length con-
trived a method for the Caffilian to make his efcape in the habit of a
Seaman. The Caffi/ian fucceeded in his attempt ; and having fold his
eftatey being afraid left the money fthould mifcarry by the way, and de-
termining to perith with it rather than lofe what was much dearer to him
than his life, he returned himfelf in a lictle Veflel that was going to Ai-
géers. Tt is impoflible to defcribe the joy he felt upon this oceafion, when
he confidered that he fhould foon fee the wife whom he fo much loved,
and endear himfelf more to her by this uncommon piece of generofity.

The Renegado, during the husband’s abfence, fo infinuated himfelf
into the graces of his young wife, and fo turned her head with ftories of
gallantry, that fhe quickly thought him the fineft Gentleman fhe had ever
converfed with.  To be brief, her mind was quite alienated from the
honeft Caffilian, whom fhe was taught to look upon as a formal old fel-
low unworthy the pofleflion of fo charming a creature. She had been
mftruéted by the Renegado how to manage herfelf upon his arrival ; fo
that fhe received him with an appearance of the utmoft love and grati-
tude, and at length perfwaded him to truft their common friend the Re~
negado with the money he had brought over for their Ranfom ; as not
queftioning but he would beat down the terms of it, and negociate the
affair more to their advantage than they themfelves could do. The good
man admired her prudence, and followed her advice. I wifh I could con-
ceal the fequel of ‘this ftory, but fince I cannot, I fhall difpatch it in as

Vour. T Y few
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few words s poffible. The Caflilian having {lept longer than ordinary
the next morning, upon his awaking found his wife had left him: he im-
mediately rofe and enquired after her, butr was told that the was feen
with the Reénegado about break of day. 'In a‘word, her Lover having
got all things ready for theit depatture, they foon made their efcape out
of the territories of Algiers, carried away the money, and left the Caffi.
lian in captivity ; who partly through the cruel treatment of the incenfed
Algerine his Mafter, and partly through the unkind ufage of his unfaith-
ful wife, died fome few months after. -

N° 201: Saturday, Oﬁabér 20.

Religentem effe oporter, Religiofum nefas.
Incerti Autoris apud Aul. Gell.

votion, which feldom dies in a mind that has received an early tincture
of it. Though it may feem extinguifhed for a while by the cares of
the world, the heats of youth, or the allurements of vice, it generally
breaks out and difcovers it felf again as foon as difcretion, confideration,
age, or misfortunes have brought the man to himfelf. The fire may be
covered and overlaid, but cannot be entirely quenched and fmothered.

A ftate of temperance, fobriety, and juftice, without devotion, is a cold,
lifelefs, infipid condition of virtue ; and is rather to be {tiled Philofophy
than Religion. Devotion opens the mind to great conceptions, and fills
it with more {fublime ideas than any that are to be met with in the moft
exalted fcience ; and at the fame time warms and agitates the foul more
than fenfual pleafure. :

It has been obferved by fome writers, that Man is more diftingunifhed
from the Animal world by Devotion than by Reafon, as {everal brute crea-
tures difcover in their attions fomething like a faint glimmering of Reafon,
though they betray in no fingle circumitance of their behaviour any thing
that bears the leaft affinity to Devotion. It is certain, the propenfity of
the mind to religious worlhip, the natural tendency of the foul to Aly to

fome

IT is of the laft importance to feafon the paffions of a child with De-
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