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Nezog: 7' SPECTATOR 18

good management.  She loves ber busband; and is beloved by bim. ~ She
brings him arace of beantifid and virtuous children. She diftinguifbes
ber [elf among ber [ex. She is furrounded with graces.  She never fits
among the loofe tribe of womeny nor paffes away ber time with them in
wanton difcourfes.  She is full of virtue and prudence, and is the beft
wife that Jupiter can beflow on man.

I fhall conclude thefe Iambicks with the motto of this paper, which is
a fragment of the fame Author : A4 man cannot poffe/s any thing that is
better than a gaod woman, #nor any thing that is worf¢ than a bad one.

As the Poet ‘has fliewn a great penetration in this diverfity of femalé
charaéters, lie has avoided the fault which® Fwvenal and Monficur Boilean
are ‘guiley of, the former in his fixth, and the other in his laft Satyr,
where they have endeavoured to expofe the fex in general, without do-
mg juftice’ to' the' valuable part of it. ~ Such levelling' Satyrs are of no
ufe to the world, and for this reafon I have often wondered how the
Frenel’ Author above-mentioned, who wasa man of exquifite judgment,
and- a- lover of virtue, could think humane nature a propér fubje@ for
Satyr in-another of his celebrated pieces, which is called The Satyr upon
Man. What vice or frailty can a difcourfe corre@, which cenfures the
whole' fpecies alike, and endeavours to fhew by fome fuperficial ftrokes
of wit, that brates are the more excellent creatures of the'two? A Satyr
fhould expofe nothing' but what is corrigible, and make a due difcrimi-
nation between thofe who are, and thofe who are not the proper objeds

of it.

Ne® 211. Thur(day, November 1.

Ficlis meminerit nos jocare Fabuls, Phad.

AVING Ilately tranflated the fragment of an old Poet, which
defcribes womankind unider feveral characters, and fuppofes them
to have drawn their different manners and difpofitions from thofe

animals and elements out of which he tells us they were compounded ;
I had fome thoughts of giving'the féx their revenge, by laying together
Aaa in




188 T SPECTIATOR. Nong

in another paper the many vicious charaéters which prevail in the male
world, and fhewing the different ingredients that go to the making up
of fuch different humours and conftitutions. Horace has a thought which
is fomething akin to_this, when, in order to excufe himfelf to his Mi.
ftrefs, for an inveétive which he had written againit her, and to account
for that unreafonable fury with which the heart of man is often tranfport-
ed, he tells us, that when Prometbeus made hig; man of clay, in the knead.
ing up of the heart he feafoned it with fome furious particles of the Lion,
But upon turning this plan to and fro in my thoughts, I obferved fo many
unaccountable humours in man, that I did not know out of what animals
to fetch them, Male fouls are diverfify’d with {fo many charaéters, that
the world has not variety of materials {fufficient to furnith out their diffe-
rent tempers and inclinations. The creation, with all its animals and
élements, would not be large enough to fupply their feveral extrava-
gances.

Inftead therefore of purfuing the thought of Simeonides, 1 fhall obferve
that as he has expofed the vicious part of women from the do&rine of
Praexiftence, fome of the ancient Philofophers have, in a manner, faty~
rized the vicious part of the human fpecies in general, from a notion of
the f{oul’s Poftexiftence, if I may fo call it ; and that as Simonides de.
{cribes brutes entering into the compofition of women, others have re-
prefented humane fouls as entering into brutes. This is commenly term-
ed the doérine of Tranfmigration, which fuppofes that humane fouls,
upon their leaving the body, become the fouls of fuch kinds of brutes as
they moft refemble in their manners; or to give an account of it, as M
Dryden has defcribed it in his tranflation of P4thagoras his fpeech in the
fifteenth book of Ovid, where that Philofopher diffwades his hearers from
eating flefh.

Thus all things are but alter'd, nothing dies,
And bere and there th' unbody'd fpirit flies :
By time, or force, or ficknefs difpoffe(sd,
And lodges where it lights in bird or beafl,
Or hunts without till ready limbs it find,
And aétuates thofé according to their kind :
From tenement to tenement is tofs'd :
The foul is flill the fame, the figure only loff,
Then let uot piety be put to flight,
To pleafe the tafte of glutton-appetite ;

But
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But [uffer inmate fouls [ecure to dwell,

Leaft from sheir feats your parents you expel
With rabid bunger feed upon your kind,

Or from a beaft diflodge a brother's mind.

Plato in the vifion of Erus the Armenian, which I may poflibly make ,
the fubjeét of a future fpeculation, records fome beautiful tranfmigrations ;
as that the foul of Ozpheus, who was mufical, melancholy, and 2 woman-
hater, entered into a Swan ; the foul of Azax, which was all WFath and
fiercenefs, into a Lion ; the foul of Agamemnon, that was rapacious and
imperial,, into an Fagle ; and the foul of Therfites, who was a mimick
and a buffoon, into a Monkey.

Mr. Congreve, in a Prologue to one of his Comedies, has touched up-
on this doétrine with great humour.

Thus Ariftotle’s foul, of old that was,
May now be damn’'d to animate an afs ;5 -
Or in this very houfe, for ought we know,
Is doing painful penance in fome Beau.

I fhall fill up this paper with fome Letters which my laft Twe/day’s Spe-
culation has produced. My following correfpondents will thew, what I
there obferved, that the Speculation of that day affeéts only the lower
part of the fex. s :

From my houfe in the Strand, O&ober 30, 1717

Mr, SPECTATOR,
£c UPOH reading your Zuefday’s paper, Ifind by feveral fymptoms. in
my conflitution, that I am a Bee. My thop, or if you pleafe to
“ call it {fo, my Cell, is in that great Hive of females which goes by the
* name of the New-Exchange ; where I am daily employed in gathering
“ together a little ftock of gain from the fineft flowers abour the town,
“ I mean the Ladies and the Beaus. I have a numerous fwarm of chil-
“ dren, to whom I give the beft education I am able: but, Sir, it is my
“ misfortune to be married to a Drone, who lives upon what I get with-
* out bringing any thing into the common ftock. = Now, Sir, as on the
“ one hand I take care not to behave my felf towards him like a Walip,
“ {o likewife I would not have him look upon me. as 2 Humble Bee; for
“ which reafon I do all I can to put him upon laying up provifions for a
“ bad day, and frequently réeprefent to him the fatal effeéts his floth “T.d
, ¢ negli=
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« negligence may bring upon us in our old age. ' I'muft beg that you will
% join with me in your good adviceupon this occafion, and you will for
« ever oblige :
Tour bumble Servant, MELISSA.
ST R, Piccadilly, Oélober 31, 1711,
6c IAm joined in wedlock for my fins to one of 'thofe Fillies who are
« deferibed in the old Poet with that hard name you gave us the
«« other day. She has a flowing mane, and a skin as foft as filk : bug
« Sir, fhe paffes half her life at her glafs, and almoft ruins me in ribbons,
« For my own part, Iam a plain handicraft man, and in danger of break-
< ing by her lazinefs and expenfivenefs. Pray, Mafter, tell me'in your
« next paper, whethier I may not expect of her fo much drudgery- as to
-« take care of her family, and curry her hide in cafe of refufal.

Your loving friend, Barnaby Brittle,

Mr. SPECTATOR, Cheapfide, October. 30.
c;IAm mightily pleafed with the hutour of the Cat, be fo kind; as to

« enlarge upon that fubjett.
Yours till death, Jofiah Henpeck.

P, §. « You mult know I am martied to a Grimalkin,

]

S TR, Wapping, October 31, 1711,
¢c I VER fince your Sgecfator-of Tuefday, laft came intoyour family,
« my husband is pleafed to call me his Oceana, becaufe the foolih

« old Poet that you have tranflated fays, That the fouls of fome women
« are made of fea-water. This, it feems, has encouraged my fauce-box
% to be witty upon me. When T am angry, he cries; Pr'ythee my dear
% be calm ; when I chide one of ‘my fervants, prythee child 4o nor blnfler.
« He had the impudence about an hour ago to tell me, that he was a
« f{eafaring man, and muft-expe& to divide his life between Storm and
« Sunfbine. When Lbeftir my felf with any fpirit in my family, it is
« high fee in hishoufe ; and when I fit ftill without doing any thing, his
« affairs forfooth are wind-bound.. When I'ask him whether it rains, he
« makes anfwer, it is no matter, fo that it be fzir weaiber within doors,
s In fhort, Sir, I'cannot fpeak my mind freely to him, but I'either /el
. % or rage, or do fomething that is not fit for a civil woman to hear.
« Pray Mr. Specraror, fince you are fo fharp upon other women, let
% us know what materials your wife is ' made of; if you have one. lfu}{’-
[13 po e
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« pofe you would make usa parcel of poor-fpirited tame 'infipid crea-
« guresy but, Sir; I would have you to know, we have as good paffions
« inus as your felf; and that a woman. was never defigned to be a milk-
13 fOP-

MARTHA TEMPEST.

N° 213, Satwrday, November 3.

mmmmmmmm Mens. ftbs confiia veir. Virg.

T is the great art and fecret of Chriftianity, if I may ufe that phrafe,

i to manage our- adlions to the beft advantage, and dire&@ them in

fuch a, manner, that every thing we do thay turn to account at that
great day, when every thing  we have dane will be fet before us.

In order to give this confideration its full weight, we may caft all our
aftions-under- the divifion: of fuch as are in themfelves either good, evil,
or indifferent, If we divide our intentions after the fame manner, and
confider them with, regard to-our a&ions, we may difcover that great
art and fecrer of religion which I have here mentioned.

A good intention joined to-a good:aflion, gives it its proper force
and . efficacy; joined to an evil afion, extennates its malignity,and
. fome' cafes may take it wholly- away; and joined to an indifferent
adtion; turns it tovirtue, and/ makes it meritorious as far as humane acli-
ons can be fo.

In. the next place; to confider in: the famie manner the influence of an
‘evil intention upon our ations; Anevil intention perverts the beft of
adtions, and' makes them in reality what the fathers with a witty kind
of zeal have termed the virtues of the heathen world, fo many fbining
Jens. Tt deftroys the innocence of an indifferent altion, and gives an evil’
action all poffible blacknefs and horrour, orin the emphatical language of
facred Wirit, makes fin- exceeding finfui.

If, in the laft place, we confider the nature of an indifferent intention,
Wwe fhall find thav it deftroys the merit of 2 good ation; abates, but ne-
ver takes away, the malignity of an evil a&ion; and leaves an {ndifferent
aftion in its natural ftate of indifference. It
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