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Neaif. The SPECTATOR g

« pofe you would make usa parcel of poor-fpirited tame 'infipid crea-
« guresy but, Sir; I would have you to know, we have as good paffions
« inus as your felf; and that a woman. was never defigned to be a milk-
13 fOP-

MARTHA TEMPEST.

N° 213, Satwrday, November 3.

mmmmmmmm Mens. ftbs confiia veir. Virg.

T is the great art and fecret of Chriftianity, if I may ufe that phrafe,

i to manage our- adlions to the beft advantage, and dire&@ them in

fuch a, manner, that every thing we do thay turn to account at that
great day, when every thing  we have dane will be fet before us.

In order to give this confideration its full weight, we may caft all our
aftions-under- the divifion: of fuch as are in themfelves either good, evil,
or indifferent, If we divide our intentions after the fame manner, and
confider them with, regard to-our a&ions, we may difcover that great
art and fecrer of religion which I have here mentioned.

A good intention joined to-a good:aflion, gives it its proper force
and . efficacy; joined to an evil afion, extennates its malignity,and
. fome' cafes may take it wholly- away; and joined to an indifferent
adtion; turns it tovirtue, and/ makes it meritorious as far as humane acli-
ons can be fo.

In. the next place; to confider in: the famie manner the influence of an
‘evil intention upon our ations; Anevil intention perverts the beft of
adtions, and' makes them in reality what the fathers with a witty kind
of zeal have termed the virtues of the heathen world, fo many fbining
Jens. Tt deftroys the innocence of an indifferent altion, and gives an evil’
action all poffible blacknefs and horrour, orin the emphatical language of
facred Wirit, makes fin- exceeding finfui.

If, in the laft place, we confider the nature of an indifferent intention,
Wwe fhall find thav it deftroys the merit of 2 good ation; abates, but ne-
ver takes away, the malignity of an evil a&ion; and leaves an {ndifferent
aftion in its natural ftate of indifference. It
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It is therefore of unfpeakable advantage to poflfefs our minds with an
habitual good intention, and to aim all our thoughts, words and a&ions
at fome laudable end, whether it be the glory of our Maker, the good
of mankind, or the benefit of our own fouls.

This is a fort of thrift or good-husbandry in moral life, which does
not throw away any fingle aétion, but makes every one go as far as it can,
It multiplies the means of Salvation, encreafes the number of our virtues,
and diminithes that of our vices.

There is fomething very devout, though not fo folid, in' Aegffa’s an
fwer to Limborch, who obje&s to him the multiplicity of ceremonies in
the Fewifb religion, as walhings, drefles, meats, purgations, and the like,
The reply with the 7ew makes upon this occafion, is, to the beft of my
remembrance, as follows: ¢ There are not duties enough (fays he) in
« the effential parts of the law for a zealous and a&tive obedience. Time,
« place, and perfon arerequifite, before you havean opportunity of putting
« 3 moral virtue into practice. We have therefore, fays he, enlarged the
« {phere of our duty, and made many things whieh are in themfelves in-
« different a part of our religion, that we may have more occafion of
¢ {hewing our love to God, and in all the circumitances of life be doing
« {fomething to pleafe him.

Monfieur 8t. Ewremont has endeavoured to palliate the fuperflitions
of the Roman-catholick religion with the fame kind of apology, where
he pretends to confider the different fpirit of the Papifts and the Calyi-
nifts, as to the great points wherein they difagree. He tells us, that the
former are actuated by love; and the other:by fear; and that in their ex-
preflions of duty and devotion towards the fupreme Being, the former
{feem particularly careful to do every thing which may poflibly pleafe
him, and the other to abftain from every thing that may poflibly dif-
pleafe him.

But notwithftanding this plaufible reafon with which both the Jewand
the Roman-catholick would excufe their refpeétive fuperftitions, it is
certain there is fomething in them very pernicious to mankind, and de-
ftruétive to religion;’ becaufe the injunétion of fuperfluous ceremonies
- makes fuch aftions duties; as were before indifferent, and by that means
renders religion more burthenfome and difficult than it is in its own na-
ture, betrays many into fins of Omiffion which they would not otherwife
be guilty of, and fixes the minds of the vulgar to the fhadowy uneffential
points, inftead of the more weighty ‘and more important matters of the
law. :
This
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This zealous and a&ive obedience however takes place in the great
point we are recommending ; for if, inftead of prefcribing to our felves
ndifferent aftions as duties, we apply a good intention to all our moft
indifferent a&ions, we make our very exiftence one continued a& of
obedience, we turn our diverfions and amufements to our eternal advan-
tage, and are pleafing him (whom we are made to pleafe) in all the cir-
cumftances and occurrences of life.

It is this excellent frame of mind, this holy officionfiefs (if 1 may be
allowed to call it fuch) which is recommended to us by the Apoftle in
that uncommon precept, wherein he direéts us to propofe to our felves the
glory of our Creator in all our moftindifferent actions, whether we cat or
drink, or whatfoever we do.

A perfon therefore who is poffeffed with fuch an habitual good in-
tention, as that which I have been here {peaking of, enters upon no fin-
gle circumftance of life, without confidering it as well pleafing to the
great Author of his Being, conformable to the dictates of reafon, fuita-
ble to human nature in general, or to the particular ftation in which Pro-
vidence has placed him. He livesin a perpetual fenfe of the divine pre-
fence, regards himfelf as aing, in the whole courfe of his exiftence, un-
der the obfervation and infpection of that Being, who is privy to all
his motions and all his thoughts, who knows his down-fitting and bis up-
rifing, who is about bis path, and about bis bed, and fpieth out all bis
ways. In aword, he remembers that the eye of his Judge is always
upon him, and in every action he reflects that he is doing what is com-
manded or allowed by Him who will hereafter either reward ‘or punith
it This was the charaéer of thofe holy men of old, whoin that beau-
tiful phrafe of fcripture are faid to have walked with God.

When I employ my felf upon a paper of morality, I generally confider
how I may recommend the particular virtue which [ treat, of, by the
precepts or examples of the ancient heathens; by that means, if poilible,
to {fhame thofe who have greater advantages of knowing their duty, and
therefore greater obligations to perform it, into a better courfe of life:
befides that, many among us are unreafonably difpofed to give a fairer
hearing to a pagan philofopher; than toa chriftian writer.

I fhall therefore produce an inftance of this excellent frame of mind
in a fpeech of Socrates, which is quoted by Erafinus. This great Phi-
lofopher on the day of his execution, a little before the draught of poi-
fon was brought to him, entertaining his friends with a difcourfe on the
immortality of the Soul, has thefe words: Whether or #o God will ap-
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prove of my aétions, I know wot's but this I am fure of; that I have at
all times made it my endeavourto pleafe bim, ‘and 1 have a good hope
that this my endeavour will be accepted by bim. Wefindin thefe words
of that great man the Habitual good intention which I would here incul-
cate, and with which that divine Philofopher always afted. ' I fhall on~
Iy add, that Erafimus, who was an unbigotted Roman Catholick, was fo
‘much tranfported with this paffage of Sverates, that he could {carce for-

ear looking upon him as a Saint, and defiring him to pray for him; or
as that ingenious and learned writer has exprefled himfelf in a much
more lively manner, When I reflet on fuch a [peech pronounced by futh
a perfom, Ioan fearce forbear erying out, Sanfte Socrates, ora pro nobs.
O hody Socrates, pray for us.

Ne a15.  Tuefday, November 6.

wmmm [ngennas didiciffe fideliter artes
Emollst mores, nec fint effe feros. Oy.

ry, which fhews none of its inherent beauties, till the skill of the
polifher fetches out the colours, makes the furface fhine, and difco-
vers every ornamental cloud, fpot and vein that runs through the body
ofit. - Education, after the fame manner, when it works upon a noble
mind, draws out to view every latent virtue and perfeétion, which withe

out fuch helps are never able to make their appearance.
if my Reader will give me leave to change the allufion fo foon upon
him, I thall make ufe of the fame inftance to illuftrate the force of edu-
cation, which Ariffotle has brought to explain his doétrine of fubilantial
forms, when he tells us that a ftatue lies hid ina block of marble; and
that the artof the ftatuary only clears away the fuperfluous matter, and
removes the rubbith. The figure is in the {tone, the Sculptor only. finds
it. 'What Sculpture is to a block of marble, F.ducation is to an humané
Soul. ‘The Philofopher, the Saint, or the Hero, the wife, the good, o
the

IConﬁder an humane Soul without education like marble in the quar-
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