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260 The SPECTATOR. Nzigl

s his labours. When they fee it, they fhall be troubled with terrible
« fear, and fhall be amazed at the ftrangenefs of his falvation, f{o far be-
« yond all that they looked for. And they repenting and groaning for
« anguifh of f{pirit, fhall fay within themfelves ; ‘This was he whom we
« had fome time in derifion, and a proverb of reproach. We fools ac-
« counted his life madnefs,and his end to be without honour. How is he
« numbred among the children of God, and his lot is among the Saints!

If the Reader would fee the defcription of a life that is pailed away
in vanity, and among the fhadows of pomp and greatnefs, he may fee it
very finely drawn in the fame place. In the mean time, fince it is ne-
ceffary in the prefent conftitution of things, that order and diftinéion
fhould be kept up in the world, we fhould be happy, if thofe who en-
joy the upper flations in it, would endeavour to {urpafs others in virtue,
as much as in rank, and by their humanity and condefcenfion make their
fuperiority eafy and acceptableto thofe who are beneath them ; and if;
on the contrary, thofe who are in the meaner pofts of life, would confi-
der how they may better their condition hereafter, and by a juft defe-'
rence and fubmiflion to their fuperiors, make them happy in thofe blef-
- fings with which Providence has thought fit to diftinguifh them.

Ne 221. - Tuefday, November 13.

emm= Ab ov0
Ulgue ad mala-——==- Hor.

HEN T have finithed any of my Speculations, it is my method

to confider which of the ancient Authors have touched upon

the fubjeé that I'treat of. By this means I meet with fome cele- *
brated thought upon it, or a thought of my own exprefled in better
words, or fome fimilitude for the illuftration of my fubje®. This is what
gives birth to the motto of a Speculation, which I rather chufe to take
out of the Poets than the Profe-writers, as the former generally give 4
finer turn to a thought than the latter, and by couching it in few words,
and in harmonious numbers, make it more portable to the memory.

My
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My Reader is therefore fure to meet with at leaft one good line in
every paper, and very often finds his imagination entertained by a hint
that awakens in his memory fome beautiful paflage of a Claflic Author.

It was a faying of an ancient Philofopher, which I find fome of our
writers have afcribed to Queen E/izabeth, who perhaps might have taken
occalion to repeat it, That a good face is a Letter of recommendation. e
naturally makes the beholders inquifitive into the perfon who is the
owner of it, ‘and generally prepoflefles them in his favour. A handfome
motto has the fame effect. Befides that, it always gives a {upernumerary
beauty to a paper, and is fometimes in a manner neceilary when the wri-
ter is engaged in what may appear a Paradox to vulgar minds, as it thews
that he is fupported by good authorities, and is not {ingular in his opi-
nion.

I muft confefs the Motto is of little ufe to an unlearned Resader ; for
which reafon I confider it only as 2 werd to the wife. But as for my un-
learned friends, if they cannot relifh the Motto, I take care to make pro-
vifion for them in the body of my paper. If they do not underitand the
fign that is hung out, they know very well by it, that they may meet with
entertainment in the houfe ; and I think I was never better pleafed than
with a plain man’s compliment, who upon his friend’s telling him that he
would like the Speifator much better if he underftood. the Motto, re-
plied, Good wine needs no bufb.

I have heard of a couple of Preachers in a country town, who endea-
voured which fhould out-fhine one another, and draw together the grea-
teft congregation. '‘One of them being well verfed in the Fathers, ufed
to quote every now and then a Latin fentence to his illiterate hearers, who
it feems found themfelves fo edified by it, that they flocked in greater
numbers to this learned man than to his Rival. The other finding his
congregation mouldering every Sunday, and hearing at length what was
the occafion of it, refolved to give his Parifh a little La##z in his turn ;
but being unacquainted with any of the Fathers, he digefted into his
Sermons the whole book. of Que Genus, adding however fuch explica-
tions to it as he thought might be for the benefit of his people. He
afterwards entred upon s iz prafenti, which he converted in the fame
manner to the ufe of his parifhioners. This in a very little time thick-
ned his audience, filled his Church, and routed. his antagoniit.

The natural love to Latin, which is fo _prevalent in our commen peo-
ple, makes me think that my Speculations fare never the worle among
them for that little {crap which appears at the head of them; and what

Vou. IIL Cc the
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the more encourages me in the ufe of quotations in an unknown' tongue,
is, that'l hear the Ladies, whofe approbation I value more than that of
the whole learned world, declare themfelves in a more particular manner
pleafed with my Greek Motto's.

Defigning this day’s work for a differtation upon the two Extremities
of my paper, and having already difpatched my Motto, I fhall, in the
next place, difcourfe upon thofe fingle capital letters which are placed at
the end of it, and which have afforded great matter of {peculation to the
Curious. 1 have heard various conje@ures upon this fubject. Some tell
us, that C is the mark of thofe papers that are written by the Clergy-
man, though others afcribe them to the Club in general. That the pa-
pers marked with R were written by my friend Sir Rocer. That L
fignifies the Lawyer, whom I have defcribed in my fecond Speculation;
and that T ftands for the Trader or Merchant: But the letter X, which
is placed at theend of fome few of my papers, is that which has puzzled
the whole town, as they cannot think of any name which begins with
that letter, except Xengphon and Xerxer, who can neither of them be
fuppofed to have had any hand in thefe Speculatiofss.

In anfwer to thefe inquifitive Gentlemen, who have many of them
made enquiries of me by Letter, I muit tell them the reply of an ancient
Philofopher, who carried fomething hidden under his Cloak.. A certain
acquaintance defiring him to let him know what it was he covered fo
carefully ; I cover ir, fays he, on purpofe that you fbonld not know. |
have made ufe of thefe obfcure marks for the fame purpofe. They are
perhaps, little Amulets or Charms to preferve the paper againft the falci-
nation or malice of evil eyes ; for which reafon I would not have my
Reader furprized, if hereafter he fees any of my papers marked witha
Q,aZ, aY, an &c. or with the word Abracadabra.

[ fhall however fo far explain my felf to the Reader, as to let him
know that the letters C, L, and X are cabaliftical, and carry morein
them than it is proper for the world to be acquainted with. Thofe who
are verfed in the philofophy of Pythagoras, and {fwear by the Tezrachtys,
that is, the number Four, will know very well that the number Te#, which
is fignified by the letter X, (and. which has fo much perplexed the town)
has in it many particular powers; thatit is called by Platonic writers the
Compleat Number ; that one, two, three and four put together make
up the number Ten ; and that Ten is all. But thefe are not mylteries
for ordinary Readers to be let into. A man muft have fpent many years
in hard ftudy before lie can arrive at the knowledge of them. "

We
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We had a rabbinical Divine in England, who was Chaplain to the Earl
of Effex in Queen Elizabesh’s time;, that had an admirable head for fe-
crets of this nature. - Upon his taking the Doctor of Divinity’s degree,
he preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge, upon the firft verfe 'of
the finf? chapter of the firft book of Chronicles, in whichs fays he, you
will fee the three following words, i

Adam, Sheth, Enofb.
He divided this fhort text into many parts, and difcovering feveral my-
fteries in each word, made a moit learned and elaborate difcourfe. The
name of this profound Preacher was Dottor Alabafler, of whom the
Reader may find a more particular account in Doétor Fuller's book of
Englifp Worthies. This inftance will,1 hope, convince my Readers that
there may be a great deal of fine weiting in the capital letters which
bring up the rear of my paper, and give them fome fatisfaction in that
particular. Butas for the full explication of thefe matters, I muft refer

them to. time, which difcoversall things.

N° 223.  Thurfdays November 15.

Q fuavis amima! qualem bonam
Antebac fusfle, tales cium fint veliquic ! Phad.

HEN I refleét upon the various fate of thofe multitudes of an-

cient writers who flourifhed in Greece and Iraly, 1 confider

% Time as an immenfe ocean, in which many noble Authers are

entirely fwallowed up, many very much fhattered and damaged, fome

quite dif-jointed and broken into pieces, while fome haye, wholly elca-
ped the common wreck; but the namber of the laftis very fmall.

Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaflo. _
Among the mutilated Poets of antiquity, there is none whofe frag-
ments are {0, beausiful as thofe of Sapphbe, . They give us 3 tafte of her

way of writing, which: is perfe@tly conformable with. that extraordinary
Ccz ! charaéter
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