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N° 227.  Tuefday, November 2o0.

*Q po bye TimdSw; 7 dUaso@h s €y Umanset ;

Tay Sairay dwedus els wpara Tlba aAedpmai

*Qarep Tads Stwaws oxamzlerar "OAmis 6 yermdis,

Kilxa pi woSdvw, T8 ye pav ey ad'u wéyuxlar. Theoe,

N my laft Thurfday’s paper I made mention of a place called the Lo-
ver's Leap, which I find has raifed a great curiofity among feveral
of my correfpondents. I there told them that this Leap was ufed to

be taken from a promontory of Lexcas. This Leucas was formerly a
part of Acarnania, being joined to it by a narrow neck of land, which
the fea has by length of time overflowed and wafhed away; fo that at
prefent Leucas is divided from the continent, and is a little Ifland in the
Tonian fea. 'The promontory of this Ifland, from whence the lover took
his leap, was formerly called Lexcare. If the reader has a mind to know
both the Hland and the promontory by their modern titles, he will find
in his map the ancient Ifland of Lewucas under the name of St. Mauro,
and the ancient promontory of Lencate under the name of The Cape of
§t. Mauro.

Since I am engaged thus far in antiquity, I muft obferve that Theoeri-
t#s in the motto prefixed to my paper, defcribes one of the defpairing
fhepherds addrefling himfelf to his miftrefs after the following manner:
Alas! what will become of me? wretch that I am! will you not hear
me 2 I will throw off my cloaths, and take a leap into that part of the fea
which is fo much frequented by Olphis the fifberman. And though I fhould
efeape with my life, I know you will be pleafed with it. 1 thall leave it
with the Critics to determine whether the place, which this fhepherd fo
particularly pointsout, was not the above-mentioned Leucate, or at leaft
{ome other lovers leap, which was fuppofed to have had the fame effet:
[ cannot believe, as all the interpreters do, that the fhepherd means no-
thing further here than that he would drown himfelf, fince he reprefents
the iffue of his leap as doubtful, by adding, that if he fhould efcape with
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life, he knows his miftrefs would be pleafed with it; which is according
to our interpretation, that fhe would rejoice any way to get rid of a lover
who was fo troublefome to her. ’

After this fhort preface, I fhall prefent my reader with fome letters
which I have received upon this fubjeét. The firft is fent me by a Phy-
fician,

Mr. SPECTATOR,

(75 THE lover’s leap which you mention in your 22 3d paper, was ge-

“ nerally, Ibelieve, a very effectual cure for love, and not only
% for love, but for all other evils. In fhort, Sir, I am afraid it was<{uch
“ a leap as that which Hero took to get rid of her paflion for Leander,
“ A man is in no great danger of breaking his heart, who breaks his
“ neck to prevent it. [ know very well the wonders which ancient au-
“ thors relate concerning this leap; and in particular, that very many
“« perfons who. tried it, efcaped not only with their lives but their limbs.
“¢ If by this means they got rid of their love, though it may in part be af-
“ cribed to the reafons you give for it; why may not we fuppofe, that
“ the cold bath into which they plunged themfelves, had alfo fome fhare
“ in their cure? A leap into the fea, or into any creek of falt waters, very
“ often gives a new motion to the {pirits, and a new turn to the blood ;
“ for which reafon we prefcribe it in diftempers which no other medi-
“ cine will reach. I could produce a quotation out of a very venerable
“ author, in which the phrenzy produced by love, is compared to that
“ which is produced by the biting of a mad dog. But as this comparifon
“ isa little too coarfe for your paper, and might look as if it were cited
“ to ridicule the author who has made ufe of it; [ fhall only hint at it,
 and defire you to confider whether, if the phrenzy produced by thefe
“ two different caufes be of the fame nature, it may not very properly be
“ cured by the fame means. p

I am, Sir, Your moft humble Servant,

and well-wifber, ASCUL APIUS.

Mr. SPECTATOR,
¢« ] Am a young woman crofled in love. My ftory is very long and
« melancholy. Togive you the heads of it; a young gentleman, af-
“‘ter having made his applications to me for three yearstogether,: and
“ filled my head with a thoufand dreams of happinefs, fome few days

“ fince married another. Pray tell me in what part of the world
Dd 2 “ your
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« your Promontory lies, which you call The Lovers Leap, and whether

“ one may go to'it by land? But, ‘alas, 1am afraid it has loft its virtue,
“ and that a woman of our times will find no more relief in taking fuch

“ a Lieap, than in finging an Hymn to Pewmss. 'So that I muft Cry out

« with Dido in Dryden’s Firgil,
Ab ! cruel Heaven, that made no cure for hve!

Zour déﬁraﬂﬁ!}zze Servant, ATHENAIS.

Mister SpicTATUR,
<« Y heart is fo full of loves and paflions for Mrs. Gwinifiid, and
“ fhe is fo pettith, and over-run with Cholers again{t me, that
“ if I had the good happinefs to have my dwelling (which is placed by
“ my Creat-cranfather upon the pottom of an hill) no farther diffance

“ but twenty mile from the Lofer’s Leap, Icould indeed indeafour to

¢ preak my neck upon it on purpofe. Now, good Mifter Sprerarur
“ of Crate Prittain, you muft know it, there ifs in Caernarvan/bire a

€L

(14

maures and you muft alfo know it ifs no great journey on foot from
“ me; but the road is flony and bad for fhooes. Now there is upon the
“ forchead of this mountaina very highrock, (like a parifh fteeple) that
“ cometh a huge deal over the fea; fo when I am in my melancholies,
“.and I do throw my felf from it, I do defire my fery good friend to tell
“ me in his Spictatur, if I fhall be cure of my griefous lofes s for there
“ is the fea clear as the clafs, and afs creen as the leek : then likewife,
“ if 1 be drown, and preak my neck, if Mrs. Gwinifrid will not lofe me
* afterwards. - Pray be fpeedy in your anfwers, for I am in crete hafte,
“ and it is'my tefires to do my pufinefs without lofs of time. T remain
“ with cordial affections, your ever lofing friend,

Davyth ap Shenkyn.

P, §. « My Law-fuits have brought me to Londsx, but I have loft my
“ caufes; and fo have made my refolutions to go dewn and leap before
“ the frofts begin ; for I am apt to take colds.

Ridicule, perhaps, is a better expedient againft love than fober advice,
and-I am of opinion that Hudibras and Don Quixote may be as effectual
to cure the extravagancies of this paffion, asany of the old Philofophers.
I fhall therefore publith, very fpeedily, the tranflation of a little Greek
Manufeript, which is fent me by a learned friend, It appears to have

been

‘ fery pig mountain, the clory of all #ales, which ifs named Pemmaine




Neze7. The SPECTATOR 213

peeti a piece of thofe records which were kept in the little temple of
Apolls, that ftood upon the promontory of Lencare. The reader will
find it to be a fummary account of feveral perfons who tried the: lovers
leap, and of the fuccefs they found in it.  As there feem to be in it fome
Anachronifms and Deviations from the ancient Orthography, I am not
wholly fatisfied my felf that it is authentick, and not rather the produ-
&ion of one of thofe Grecian Sophifters, who have impofed upon the
world {everal fpurious works of this nature. I fpeak this by way of pre-
caution, becaufe I know there are feveral writers, of uncommon erudi-
tion, who would not fail to expofe my ignorance, if they caught me
tripping in a matter of fo great moment.

Ne229.  Thurfdays November 22.

wenee Spirat adbuc amor
Viwvuntgne commilfi calores

Lokie fidibus puelle. Hor.

. MONG the many famous pieces of antiquity which are fhll vo be
A feen at Rome, there is the Trunk of a Statue which -has loft the
arms, legs, and head ;- but difcovers fuch an exquifite workman-~
fhip in what remains of it, that Michael Angelo declared he had learned
his whole art from it. Indeed he ftudied it fo attentively, that he made
moft of his Statues, and even his piftures in that Guffe, to make ufe of
the Izalian phrafe ; for which reafon this maimed Statue is ftill « called
Michael Angelo’s School.

A fragment of Sappbo, which 1 defign for the fubjeét of this paper, is
in as great reputation among the Poetsand Critics, as the mutilated figure
above-mentioned is among the Statuaries and Painters. Several of our
Country-men, and Mr. Dryden in particular, feem very oftento have
copied after it in their Dramatic writings, and in their poems upon love.

Whatever might have been the occafion of this Ode, the Lnuglifb Rea-

der will enter into the beauties of ity if he fuppofes it to have been writ-
ten
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