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216 The SSPECTATOR. Neang

another in fuch an hurry of fentiments, notwithftanding they appear re.
pugnant to cach other, are really fuch as happen in the phrenzies of love,

I wonder that not one of the Critics or Editors, through whofe hands
this Ode has paffed, has taken occafion from it to mention a circumftance
related by Plutarch. . That Auther in.the famous ftory of Autiochus,
who fell in love with Stratonice, his Mother-in-law, and (nct daring to
difcover his paffion) pretended to be confined to his bed by his ficknefs,
tells us, that Erafiffratus, the phyfician, found out the nature of his
diftemper by thofe fymproms of love which he had lcarnt from Sappha's
writings. S¢ratonsce was in the room of the love-fick Prince, when
thefe fymptoms difcovered themf{elves to his phyfician; and it is probable
that they were not very different from thofe which §appho here defcribes
in a Lover fitting by his Miftrefs. This ftory of Autiochus is fo wel
known, that I need not add the fequel of it, which has no relation to my

prefent fubject. -

N° 231.  Saturday, Nevember 24.

O Pudor ! O Pietas.! —-= Mart.

correfpondents, I met with the following one, which is written
with fuch a fpirit of politenefs, that I could not but be very much
pleafed with it my {elf, and queftion not but it. will be as acceptable t0

the Reader.

Mr. SPECTATOR,
cc Y QU, who are no {tranger to public affemblies, cannot but have
« obferved the awe they often ftrike on fuch as are obliged to
« exert any talent before them. This is a fort of elegant diftrefs, t0
« which ingenuous minds are the moft liable, and may therefore deferve
« fome remarks in your paper. Many a brave fellow, who has put his
& epnemy to flight in the field, has been in the utmoft diforder upon

« making a fpeech before a body of his friends at home : one woul
« think

LOOKING over the Letters which I have lately received from my
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« think there was fome kind of fafcination in the eyes of a large circle
« of people, when darting all together upon one perfon.. I have feen a
« new aftor in a tragedy fo bound up by it as to be {carce able to fpeak
« or move, and have expeéted he would have died above three afts be-
« fore the dagger or cup of poifon were brought in. It would not be
amifs,- if fuch an one were at firft introduced as a ghoft, or a ftatue,
« till'he recovered his fpirits, and grew fit for fome living part.

« As this fudden defertion of one's felf thews a diflidence, which is
« pot difpleafing, it implies at the fame time the greateft refpeét to an
« audience that can be. It is a fort of mute eloquence, which pleads
« for their favour much better than words could do; and we find their
« generofity naturally moved to fupport thofe who are in fo much per-
« plexity to entertain them. I was extremely pleafed witha late inftance
« of this kind at the Opera of Aémabide, in the encouragement givén to
« 3 young finger, whofe more than ordinary concern on her firft appear-
« ance; recommended her no lefs than her agreeable voice, and juit per-
¢ formance. Meer bafhfulnefs without merit is-awkard ; and merit with-
out modefty, infolent. But modeft merit has a double claim toaccept-
« ance, and generally meets with as many patrons as beholders.

I am, &c.

- It is impoffible that a perfon fhould exert himfelf to advantage in an
affembly, whether it be his part either to fing or {peak, . who lies under
oo great oppreflions of modefty. I remember, upon talking with a
friend of mine concerning the force of pronunciation, our difcourfe led
us into the enumeration of the feveral organs of {peech which an orator
ought'to have in perfection, as the tongue, the teeth, the lips, the nofe,
the palate, and the wind-pipe. Upon which fays my friend, you have
omitted the moft material organ of them all, and that is the forehead.
But notwithftanding an excefs of modefty obftruéts the tongue, and
renders it unfit for its offices, a due proportion of it is thought fo re-
quifite to an orator, that rhetoricians have recommended it to their
difciples as a particular in theirart. ~ Cicero tells us, that henever liked
an orator, who did not appear in fome little confufion at the beginning
of his fpeech, and confefles that he himfelf neverentered npon an oration
without trembling and concern, It is indeed a kind of deference which
is due to a great aflembly, and feldom fails to raife a benevolence in the
audience towards the perfon who fpeaks. My correfpondent has taken
notice, that the braveit men often appear timorous on thefe occafions s
Vou. 1L Ee as
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25 indeed we may obferve that there is generally no creature more im-
pudent than'a coward.
Lingua melior; [ed frigida bello

Dextera

A bold tongue, and a feeble arm, are the qualifications of Drances in
Virgil; as Homer, to exprefs a man both timerous and fawey, makes ufe
of a kind of peint, which is very rarely to be met with in his writings;
namely, that he had the eyes of a dog, but the heart of a deer.

A juft and reafonable modefty does not only recommend eloequence,
but fets off every great talent which a man can be poflefled of. It heighe-
ens all the virtues which it accompanies; like the fhades in paintings, it
raifes and rounds every figure, and makes the colours more  beautiful,
thoudgh not fo glaring as they would be without it,

Modetly is not only an ornament, but alfo a guard to virtue, It isa
kind of quick and delicate Feeling in'the foul, which makes her fhrink
and withdraw her {elf from every thing that has danger in it. It is fuch
an exquifite fenfibility, as warns her to fhun the firfl appearance of every
thing which is hurtful.

I cannot at prefent recolle& either the place or time of what I am go-
ing to mention; but I have read fomewhere in the hiftory of ancient
Greece, that the women of ‘the country were feized with an unaccount-
able melancholy, which difpofed {everal of them to-make away with
themfelves, The fenate, ‘after having tryed many expedients to prevent
this felf-murder, which was fo frequent among them, publithed an edid,
that if any woman whatever fhould lay violent hands upon her felf, her
corps fhould be expofed naked in the ftreet, and dragged about the city
in the moft public manner. This edi¢t immediately put a ftop to the
practice which was before fo common. 'We may fee in this inftance the
{trength of female modefty, which was able 1o overcome the violence
even of madnefs and defpair. The fear of thame in the fair {fex, was in
thofe days more prevalent than that of death.

If Modefty has fo.great an influence over our aions, and is in many
cafes fo impregnable a fence to virtue; what can more undermine mo-
rality than that' politene{s which reigns among the unthinking part of man-
kind, and treats as unfathionable the moft ingenuous parc of our behavi-
eur; which recommends impudence as good breeding, and keeps a man
always in countepance, not becaufe he is innocent, but becaufe he i
thamelefs.

Seneca
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Seneca thought Modefty fo great a check to vice, that he preferibes
to us the practice of it in fecret, and advifes us to raife it in‘our felvés
upon imaginary occafions, when fuch asare real do not offer themfelves ;
for this is the-meaning of his precept; that when we are by our felves,
and in our greateft folitudes, we fhould fancy that Cafe ftands before us,
and fees -every thing we do. In fhort, if you banifh Modelty out of the
world, fhe carries away with her half the virtue that is in it.

After thefe refle@ions on Modefly, 'as it is a'virtue; 1 muft obferve,
¢hat there is a vicious Modefty, which jultly deferves to be ridiculed, and
which thofe perfons very often difcover, who value themfelves moft
upon a well bred confidence. This happens when a man is athamed to
aét up to his reafon, and ‘would not upon any confideration be furprifed
in the practice of thofe duties, for the performance of which he was fenc
into the world. Many an impudeat libertine would blufh to be caught
in a ferious difcourfe, and would fearce be able to thew his head, after
having difclofed a religious thought, Decency of behaviour, all outward
{how of virtue, and abhorrence of vice, are carefully avoided by this fer
of fhame-faced people, as what would difparage their gayety of temper,
and infallibly bring them to dithonour.. - This is fuch a poornefs of {pi-
rit, fuch a defpicable cowardife, fuch a degenerate abject ftate of mind
as one would think humane nature incapable of, did we not meet with
frequent inftances of it in ordinary converfation. | -, |

There is another kind of vicious Modefly which makes a man athamed
of his perfon, 'his birth, his profeflion, his poverty, or the like misfor-
tunes, which it wasnot in his choice'to prevent, and is not in his powa,
er to retify. If a man appears ridiculous by any of the aforementioned
circamftances, he becomes much more fo by being out of countenance
for them. They fhould rather give him occafion to exert a noble {pitit,
and to palliate thofe imperfections which are not in his power, by, thofe
perfe@tions which are; or to-ufe a very witty allufion of an e¢minent au-
thor, he fhould imitate Ceefar, who becaufe his head was bald, covered

that defeét with lawrels.

Ee 2 Tuefday,
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