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N®237: Saturday, December 1.

Vifu carentem magna pars ver: latet. Senec. in OEdip.

T is very reafonable to believe, that part of the pleafure which happy
minds {hall enjoy’ in a future ftate, will arife from an enlarged: con-
templation of the diviné wifdom in‘the government of the world, and

a difcovery of the fecret and amazing fteps of Providence, from the be-
ginning to the end of time.  Nothing {feems to be an entertainment more
adapted to the nature of man, if we confider that Curiofity is one of the
ftrongeit and moft lafting appetites implanted in us, and that Admiration
is one of our moft pleafing- paflions; and what a perpetual fucceflion: of
enjoyments will be afforded to both thefe, in'a feene o large and various
as fhall then be laid open to our view in’the fociety of {fuperior {pirits;
who perhaps will join with us in fo delightful a profpeét !

It is not impoflible, on the contrary, that part of the punifhment of
fiuch as are excluded from Blif§, may confift not only in-their being de
nied this privilege, but in having their appetites at the fame time vattly
encreafed, without any fatisfacdtion afforded to-them. In thefe, the vain
purfuit of knowledge fhall, ‘perhaps, add to their infelicity, and bewilder
them in labyrinths of error; darknefs, diftraction and uncertainty of e
very thing but their own evil ftate.  Miltor has thus reprefented tlie fal-
len Angels reafoning together'in a kind of refpite from their torments,
and creating to themfelves a new difquiet amidit their very-amufements;
he could not properly have defcribed the fports of condemned: fpirits,
without that caft of horror and melancholy he has fo judicioufly mingled
with them. . - i

Others apart fate on a hill retirved,

In thoughts more elevate, and reafow'd high

Of Providence, Foreknowledge, Will, and Fate,
Fixt Fate, Freewill, Foreknowledge abfolute,
And found no end, in wandring mazes bft,
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In our prefent condition, which is a middle ftate, our minds are, as it
were, chequered with truth and falfhood ;. and as our faculties arenarrow
and our views imperfect, it is impoffible but our Curiofity muit meet
with many repulfes. The bufinefs of mankind in this life being rather to
a& than to know, their portion of knowledge is dealt to them accor-
dingly. ' o

F%om hence it is, that the reafon of the inquifitive has {o long been
exercifed with difficulties, in accounting for the promifcuous diftriburion
of good and evil to the virtuous and the wicked in this world. From
hence come all thofe pathetical complaints of fo many tragical events,
which happen to the wife and the good ; and of fuch furprizing pro-
{perity, which is often the reward of the guilty and the foolifh; that rea-
{on is fometimes puzzled, and at a lofs what to pronounce upon Ao my-
flerious a difpenfation. :

Plato exprefles his abhorrence of fome Fables of the Poets, which
feem to refleét on the gods as the authors of injuftice ; and lays it dowa
as.a principle, ‘that whatever isi permitted.to befal a juft man, whether
poverty, ficknefs, - or any of thofe things which feem to be evils, fhall
either in life or death conduce to his good. My Reader will obferve how
agreeable thisimaxim is to . what we find delivered by a greater authority.
Seneca has written a difcourfe purpofely on this fubjeét, in which he takes
pains, -after the doétrine of the Szoics, to thew; that adverfity is not in it
felf an evil 3 and mentions a notable faying of Demetrins, That. nothing
wonld be more unhappy than a man who bad never known affliétion. He
compares profperity to the indulgence of a fond mother to a child, which
often proves his ruin ; but the affe@ion of the divine Being to that of a
wife father, who would have  his fons exercifed with labour, difap-
pointment, and pain, - that they may gather ftrength, and improve their
fortitude.  On this occafion the Philofopher rifes into that celebrated
fentiment, That there is not on earth a {peétacle more worthy the re-
gard of a Creator intent on his works, than a brave man {uperior to his
fufferings 5 to which he adds, That it muft be a pleafure to Fupirer him-
felf to look down from heaven, and fee Caro amidit the ruines of his
eountry preferving his ifitegrity. :

This thonght will appear .yet more reafonable; if we confider humane
life as;a fate of probation, and adverfity as the poft of honourinit, af-
figned often to the beft and moft fele&t fpirits.

But what I would chiefly infift upon here, is, that we are not at prefent

in a proper fituation to judge of the counfels by which Providence adts,
: Ffa {ince
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fince but little arrives at our knowledge, and even that little we difcern
imperfeétly; or, according to the elegant figure in holy writ, e fee bug
in part, and as in a glafs darkly. 1tisto be confidered that Providence
in its OEconomy regards the whole fyftem of time and things together,
{fo that we cannot difcover the beautiful connexions between incidents
which lie widely feparated in time, and by lofing fo many links of the
¢hain, our reafonings become broken and imperfeét. Thus thofe parts
in the moral world which have not an abfolute, may yet have a relative
beauty, in refpeét of fome other parts concealed from us, but open to his
eyes before whom paff, prefent, and to come are fer together in one
point of view; and thofe events, the permiffion of which feems now to
accufe his goodnefs, may in the confummation of things both magnify his
goodnefs and exalt his wifdom. And this is enough to check our pre-
fumption, fince it isin vain to apply our meafures of regularity to matters
of which we know neither the antecedents nor the confequents, the be-
ginning nor the end. '

I thall relieve my Readers from this abftratted thought, by relating here
a Fewi/b tradition concerning Mofes, which feems fo be a kind of Para-
ble, illuftrating what ¥ have laft mentioned. That great Prophet, itis
faid, was called up by a voice from Heaven to the top of a mountain;
where, in a conference with the Supreme Being, he was permitted to
propofé to him fome queftions concerning his adminiftration of the Uni-
verfe. In the midft of this divine colloquy he was commanded to look
down on the Plain below. At the foot of the mountain there iflucd out
a clear fpring of water, at which aSoldier alighted from his horfe to drink.
He was no {fooner gone than a little boy came to the fame place, and find-
ing a purfe of gold which the Soldier had dropped, took it up and went
away with it. Immediately after this came an infirm old man, weary with
age and travelling, and having quenched- his thitft, fat down to reft him-
felf by the fide of the fpring. The Soldier mifling his purfe returns to
{earch for it, and demands it of the old man, who affirms he had not feen
it, and appeals to heaven in witnefs of his innocence. The Soldier not
believing his proteftations, kills him. A /es fell on his face with horror
and amazement, when the Divine Voice thus prevented his expoftulation;
« Be not furprized, Mofes, nor ask why the Judge of the whole earth
« has fuffered this thing to come to pafs: the child‘is the occafion that
« the blood of the old man is fpilt ; but know, that the old man whom
« thou faweft, was the murderer of that child’s father,
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