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N° 239.  Tuefday, December 4.

——-Bella, horrida bella ! Virg.

of managing a debate, which have obtained in the world.
The fislt races of mankind ufed to difpute, as our ordinary peo-
ple do now-a-days, in a kind of wild logic, uncultivated by rules of-art.

Socrates introduced a catechetical method of arguing. Fle would ask
his adverfary queftion upon queftion, ’tillhe had convinced him out of his
own mouth that his opinions were wrong. ~This way of debating drives
an enemy up into a corner, feizes all the pafles through which he can
make an efcape, and forces him to furrender at diferetion.

Ariffotle changed this method of attack, and invented a great variety
of little weapons, called Syllogifms. Asinthe Secratic way of difpute
you agree to: every thing which your opponent advances, in the Ariffo-
telic you are fill denying and contradi¢ting fome part or other of what
he fays. ~ Socrates conquers you by ftratagem, .drifforie by force: the
one takes the town by fapp, the other {fword in hand.

The univerfities of Europe, for many years, carried on their debates
by Syllogifm, infomuch that we fee the knowledge of {everal centuries
laid out into objections and anfwers, and all the good {enfe of the age cut
and minced into almoft an infinitude of diftinétions.

When our Univerfities found that there was no end of wrangling this
way, they invented akind of argument, which is not reducible toany mood
or figure of Ariffotle. It was called the drgumentum Bafilinum (others
write it Bacilinum or Baculinum) which is pretty well exprefled in our
Englifb word Club-law. When they were not able to confute their an-
tagonift, they knocked himdown. It was their method in thefe polemi-
cal debates, firft to difcharge their {yllogifms, and afterwards to berake
themfelves to their clubs, till fuch.time as they had one way or other
confounded their gainfayers. There is in Oxford a narrow defile, (to
make ufe of amilitary term) where the partifans ufed to encounter, for

- which

I Flave fometimes amufed my {elf with confidering the feveral methods
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which reafon it ftill retains the name of Logic-Lane. I have heard anold
gentleman; a phyfician, make his boafts; that when-he wasa young fellow,
he marched feveral times at the head of a troop of Sevtiffs, and cudgelled
a body of Smigleffans half the length of High-fireet, till they had difper-
fed themfelves for {helter into their refpective garrifons. :

This humour, | find, went very far in Erqfaus’s time. For that aue
thor tells us, that upon the revival of Greet letters, moft of the Univer-
fities in Ewrope were divided into Greeks and Trojans. 'The latter were
thofe who bore a mortal hatred to the language of the Grecians, info-
much that if they met with any who underftood it, they did not fail to
treat him as a foe.  Erafinus himfelf had, it feems; the misfortune 1o
fall into the hands of a party of Zrgjans, who laid him on with fo man
blows and buflets, that he never forgot their hoflilities to his dying day.

There isa way of managing an argument not much unlike the former,
which is made ufe of by ftates and communities, when they draw up 4
hundred thoufand difputants on each fide, and convince one another b
dint of {word. A certain grand monarch was fo fenfible of his ftrength
in this way of reafoning, that he writ vpon his great guns---- Razio wik
tima Regum, The Logicof Kings; but, God be thanked, heis now pret-
ty well baffled at his own weapons. = When one has to do with a Philo-
{fopher of this kind, one fhould remember the old gentlefhan’s faying,
who had been engaged in an argument with one of the Roman Emperors,
Upon his friend’s telling him, ' that he'wondered he would give up the
queftion, ‘when he had vifibly the'better of the difpute, I am sever ajba
med, {ays he, to be confuted by ome who is mafler of fifty legions.

I fhall but juit mention another kind of reafoning, which may be called
arguing by pell; and another which is of equal force, in which wagers
are made ufe of as arguments, according to the celebrated line in Hudi-
bras.

But the moft notable way of managing a controverfy, is that which/we
call Arguing by torture. This is a method of reafoning which has been
made ufe of with the poor refugees, and which was fo fathionable in our
country during the reign of Queen Mary, that in a paflage of an author
quoted by Monfieur Bayle, it is {aid the price of wood was raifed in En-
gland by reafon of the executions that were made in Smithfeld, = Thefe
difpurants convince their adverfaries with a Sorizer, commonly called 2
pile of faggots. “Theraclk is alfo akind of fyllogifm which has been ufed
with good efte, and has made multitudes of converts. Men were for-
merly difputed out of their doubts, reconciled to truth by force of rea

{on,
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{on, and won over to opinions by the candour, f{enfe and ingenuity of
thofe who had the right on- their fide; but this method of conviétion ope-
rated too flowly.  Pain was found to be much more enlightning than
reafon. Every fcruple was looked upon as obilinacy, and not to be remo-
ved but by feveral engines invented for that purpofe, In a word, the
application of whips, racks, gibbets, gall'ies, dungeons, fire and faggot
in 2 difpute, may be looked upon as popifh refinements upon the old hea-
then logic. ,

There is another way of reafoning, which feldom fails; . though it be
of a quite different nature to that I have laft mentioned. I mean, con-
vincing a man by ready money, or, as itis ordinarily called, bribing a man
to an opinion. This method has often proved fuccefsful, when all the
others have been made ufe of to no purpofe. A man who is furnithed
with arguments from the mint, will convince the antagonift much fooner
than one who draws them from reafon and philofophy. Gold isa wonder-
ful clearer of the underftanding; it diflipates every doubt and f{cruple in
an inftant ; accommodates it felf to the meaneft capacitiés; filences the
loud and clamorous, and brings over the moft obftinate and inflexible.
Philip- of Macedon was a man of moft invincible' reaforr this way, He
refuted by it all the wifdom of 47bens; confounded their ftatefmen, ftruck
their Orators dumb, and at length argued them out of all their liberties.

Having here touched upon the feveral methods of difputing, as they
have prevailed in: different ages of the world, I fhall very fuddenly give
my reader an  account of the whele art of cayilling; which fhall be a full
fatisfaory anfwer to all fuch papers and pamphlets as have yet appeared

again{t the SPECcTATOR.

Thurfday,
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