UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

N° 241. Thursday, December 6.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53621

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53621

232 The ' SPE CTATO R  Nous
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e S emperque relingni
Sola_fibi, femper longam incomitata videtur
Ire viam ~——-- Virg.

Mr. SPECTATOR,

cc THough you have confidered virtuous love in moft of its di
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« ftrefles, I do not remember that you have given us any dil-
« {ertation upon the Abfence of lovers, or laid down any me.
thods how they thould fupport themiclves under thofe long feparations
which they are fometimes forced to undergo. I am at prefent in.this
unhappy circumftance, having parted with the beit ‘of Husbands, who

.is, abroad in the {ervice of his country, and may not poflibly return

for fome years. His warm and generous affection while we were to-

<« gether, with the tendernefs which'he exprefled to me at parting,make

his abfence almoft infuppartable. I think of him every: moment . of the
day, and meet him every night'in my dreams. -Every thing I-fee puts
me in mind of him. I apply my felf with more than ordindry dili-
gence to the care of his family and eftate ; but this inftead of relieving
me, gives me but fo many occafions of wifthing for his return. I fre-
quent the rooms where I ufed to converfe with him, and not meet-
ing him there, fit down in his chair, and fall a weeping. 1 love to
read the books he delighted in, and to converfe with the perfons whom
he efteemed. I vifit his pi¢ture a hundred times a day, and place my
felf over-againit it whole hours together. I pafs a great part of my
time in the walks where I ufed to lean upon his arm, and recollett
in my mind the difcoutfes which have there pafled between us: I look
over the feveral profpe@s and points of view which we ufed to fur-
vey together, fix my eye upon the objeéts which he has made me take
notice of, and call to mind a thoufand agreeable remarks which he
has made on thofe occafions. I write to him by every conveyance

« and
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¢ and contrary to other people, am always in good humour when an eaft
« wind blows, becanfe it feldom fails of bringing me a Letter fromhim.
« Let me intreat you, Sir, to give me your advice upon this occafien,
“ and to let me know how I may relieve my felf in this my widow-

¢ hood.
I am, S IR, your mofl bumble Servant, ASTERIA.

Abfence is what the Poets call Death in Love, and has given occafion
to abundance of beantiful complaints in thofe Authors who have treated
of this paffion in verfe. Owid’s Epiftles are full of them. Otway’s Afs-
nimia talks very tenderly upon this fubjeét.

It was not kind

To leave me, like a Turtle, here alone,

Zo droop, and mourn the abfence of my mate.
When thow art firom me, every place is defart :
And I methinks am favage and forlorn.

Thy prefence only ’tis can make me bleffed,
Heal my unquiet mind, and tune my fous.

The confolations of lovers on thefe occafions are very extraordinary.
Befides thofe mentioned by Afferia, there are many other motives of
comfort, which are made ufe of by abfent Lovers,

I remember in one of Sewudery’s romances, a couple of honourable I.o-
vers agreed at their parting to fet afide one half hour in the day to think
of each other during a tedious abfence. The romance tells us, that they
both of them punctually obferved the time thus agreed upon; and that
whateyer company or bufinefs they were engaged in, they left it abruptly
as foon as the clock warned them to retire. The romance farther adds,
that the Lovers expefted the return of this ftated hour with as much
impatience, as if it had been a real aflignation, and enjoyed an imaginary
happinefs that was almoft as pleafing to them as what they would have
found from a real meeting. It was an.inexpreflible fatisfaction to thefe
divided Liovers to be affured that each was at the fame time employed in
the fame kind of contemplation, and making equal returns of tendernefs
and affection.

If T may be allowed to mention a more ferious expedient for the alle-
viating of abfence, I fhall take notice of one which [ have known two
perfons practife, who joined religion to that elegance of fentiments with
‘which the paffion of Love generally infpires its votaries. This was, at
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the return of fuch an hour, to offer up a certain prayer for each other,
which they had agreed upon before their parting. The husband who is
a man that makes a figure in the polite world, as well as in his own fa-
mily, has often told me that he could not have fupported an abfence of
three years without this expedient.

Strada in one of his prolufions gives an account of a chimerical corre-
{pondence between two friends by the help of acertain loaditone, which
had fuch a vertue in ity that if it touched two {everal needles, when one of
the needles fo touched began to move, the other, though at never fo
great a diftance, moved at the fame time and in the {ame manner. He
tells us, that the two friends, being each of them pofleffed of one of thefe
needles, made a kind of Dial-plate, infcribing it with the four and twenty
letters, in the fame manner as the houts of the day are marked upon the
ordinary Dial-plate. They then fixed one of the needles on each of
thefe plates in fuch a‘manner, that it could move round without impedi-
ment, {0 as to touch any of the four and twenty letters. Upon their fe-
parating from one another into diftant countries, they agreed to withdraw
themfelves punétually into their clofets at a certain hour of the day, and
to converfe with one another by means of this their invention, Acceo;-
dingly when they were fome hundred miles afunder, each of them fhut
himfelf up in his clofet at the time appointed, and immediately caft his
eye upon his Dial-plate. If he had a ‘mind to write any thing to his
friend, he directed his needle to every letter that formed the words
which he had oecafion for, making a little paufe at the end of every
word or fentence, to avoid confufien. The friend, in the mean while,
faw his own fympathetick needle moving of it felf to every letter which
that of his correfpondent pointed at. . By this means they talked toge-
ther acrofs a whole Continent, and conveyed their thoughts te one ano-
ther in an inftant over cities or mountains, feas or defarts.

If Monfieur Scudery, or any other writer of romance, had introduced
a Necromancer, who is generally in the train of a Knight-errant, making
a prefent to two Lovers of a couple of thefe above-mentioned needles,
the Reader would not have been 2 little pleafed to have feen them cor-
refponding with one another when they were guarded by fpies.and watch-
es, or feparated by caftles and adventures. _

In the mean while, if ever this.invention fhould be revived or put in
praétice, I would propofe, that upon the Lover’s Dial-plate there fhould
be written not only the four and twenty letters, but feveral entire words
which have always a place in paflionate epiltles, as Flomes, Darts, Dit;
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ngm}fb, Abfence, C’upid, Hears, Eyes, Hang, Drown, and the like. This
would very much abridge the Lover’s pains in this way of writing a
Jetter, asit would enable him to exprefs the moft ufeful and fignificant

words with a fingle touch of the needle.

N° 243.  Sarurday, December 8.

Formanm quidem ipfam, Marce fili, et tanguam faciem bonefts
wides: que [i oculis cerneretur, mirabiles amores (ut ant Plato)
excitaret [apientie, Tull. Offic.

Do not remember to have read any difcourfe written exprefly upon

the beauty and lovelinefs of virtue, without confidering it as a duty,

and as the means of making us happy both now and hereafter, I de-
fign therefore this Speculation as an effay upon that fubje&, in which I
fhall confider virtue no further thanasit is in it felf of dnamiable nature,
after having premifed, that I underfland by the word Virtue fuch a gene-
ral notion as is affixed toit by the writers: of morality, and which by de-
vout men generally goes under the name of Religion, and by men of the
world under the name of Honour.

Hypocrify it felf does great honour, or rather juftice, to religion, and
tacitly acknowledges it to be an ornament to humane natiwre. - The Hy-
pocrite would not be at fo much pains to put on the appearance of vir=
tue, if he did not know it was the moft preper and effeétual means to

in the love and efteem of mankind.

We learn from Hicrocles it was a common faying amoeng the heathens,
that the wife man hates no body, but only loves the virtuous.

Twlly has a very beautiful gradation of -thoughts, to fhew how amiable
virtue is. We love a virtuous man, fays he, who lives in the vemoteft
parts of the earth, though we are altogether -out of the reach of his vir-
tue, and can receive from it nojmanner of benefit; nay,one whodied fe-
veral ages ago, raifes a fecret fondnefs and benevolence for him inour minds,

when we read his ftory: nay, what is fill more, one who has been the
Gg 2 enemy
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