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ngm}fb, Abfence, C’upid, Hears, Eyes, Hang, Drown, and the like. This
would very much abridge the Lover’s pains in this way of writing a
Jetter, asit would enable him to exprefs the moft ufeful and fignificant

words with a fingle touch of the needle.

N° 243.  Sarurday, December 8.

Formanm quidem ipfam, Marce fili, et tanguam faciem bonefts
wides: que [i oculis cerneretur, mirabiles amores (ut ant Plato)
excitaret [apientie, Tull. Offic.

Do not remember to have read any difcourfe written exprefly upon

the beauty and lovelinefs of virtue, without confidering it as a duty,

and as the means of making us happy both now and hereafter, I de-
fign therefore this Speculation as an effay upon that fubje&, in which I
fhall confider virtue no further thanasit is in it felf of dnamiable nature,
after having premifed, that I underfland by the word Virtue fuch a gene-
ral notion as is affixed toit by the writers: of morality, and which by de-
vout men generally goes under the name of Religion, and by men of the
world under the name of Honour.

Hypocrify it felf does great honour, or rather juftice, to religion, and
tacitly acknowledges it to be an ornament to humane natiwre. - The Hy-
pocrite would not be at fo much pains to put on the appearance of vir=
tue, if he did not know it was the moft preper and effeétual means to

in the love and efteem of mankind.

We learn from Hicrocles it was a common faying amoeng the heathens,
that the wife man hates no body, but only loves the virtuous.

Twlly has a very beautiful gradation of -thoughts, to fhew how amiable
virtue is. We love a virtuous man, fays he, who lives in the vemoteft
parts of the earth, though we are altogether -out of the reach of his vir-
tue, and can receive from it nojmanner of benefit; nay,one whodied fe-
veral ages ago, raifes a fecret fondnefs and benevolence for him inour minds,

when we read his ftory: nay, what is fill more, one who has been the
Gg 2 enemy
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enemy of our country, provided his wars were regulated by juftice and
humanity, as'in the inftance of Pyrrbus, whom Twlly mentions on this
occafion in oppofition to Hannibal. Such is the natural beauty and love-
linefs of virtue.

Stoicifm, which was the pedantry of Virtue, afcribes all good qua-
lifications of what kind foever to the virtuous man. Accordingly Caty,
in the charalter Tully has left of him, carried matters fo far, that he
would not allow any one but a virtuous man to be handfome. This in-
deed looks more like a philofophical rant, than the real opinion of a wife
man ; yet this was what Care very ferioufly maintained. In fhort, the
Stoics thought they could not fufficiently reprefent the excellence of
virtue, if they did not comprehend in the notion of it all poffible per-
fettion ; and therefore did not only fuppofe, that it was tranfcendently
beautiful in it {elf, but that it made the very body amiable, and banithed
every kind of deformity from the perfon in whom it refided.

It is a common obfervation, that the moft abandoned to all fenfe and
goodnefs, are apt to wifth thofe who are related to them of a different
charaéter; and it is very obfervable, that none are more ftruck with the
charms of virtuein the fair {ex, than thofe who by their very admiration
of it are carried to a defire of ruining it,

A virtuons mind in a fair body isindeed a fine piture ina good light,
and therefore it is no wonder that it makes the beautiful fex all over
Charms.

As virtue in general is of an amiable and lovely nature, there are fome
particular kinds of it which are more fo than others, and thefe are fuch
as difpofe us to do good to mankind. Temperance and abftinence, faith
and devotion, are in themfelves perhaps as laudable as any other virtues;
but thofe which make a man popular and beloved, are juftice; charity,
munificence, and in fhort all the qualifications that render us beneficial to
each other. For which reafon even an extravagant man, who has nothing
elle to recommend him but a falfe generofity, is often more beloved and:
elteemed than a perfon of a much mere finithed charadter, who is defe-
c¢tive in this particular.

The two great ornaments of virtue, which fhew her in the moft advan-
tagious views, and make her altogether lovely, are chearfulnefs and good
nature. Thefe generally go together, as a man cannot be agreeable to
others who-is not eafy within himfelf. They are both very requifite in @
virtuous mind, to keep out melancholy from the many ferious thoughts it
is engaged in, and to hinder its natural hatred of vice fram fouring intor
{feverity and cenforioufnefs. ¥
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If virtue is of this amiable nature, what can we think of thofe who
can look upon it with an eye of hatred and ill-will, or can fuffer their
averfion for a party to blot out all the Merit of the perfon who is engaged
init. - A man muit be exceffively ftupid, as well as uncharitable, who
believes that there is: no virtue but on his own fide, and that there are
not men as honeft as himfelf who may differ from him in political prin-
ciples. Men may oppofe one another in fome particulars, but ought not
to carry their hatred to thofe qualities which are of {o amiable a nature
in themfelves, and have nothing to do with the points in difpute. Men
of virtue, though of different interefts, ought to confider themfelves as
more nearly united with one another, than with the vicious part of man-
kind, who embark with them in the fame civil concerns. 'We fhould
bear the fame love towards a man of honour, who is a living antagonift,
which Tx/ly tells us in the forementioned paflage every one naturally does
to an enemy that is dead. In fhort, we fhould efteem virtue though in
a foe, and abhor vice though in a friend.

I fpeak this with an eye to thofe cruel treatments which men of all
fides are apt to give the characters of thofe who do not agree with them.
How many perfons of undoubted probity and exemplary virtue, on either
fide, are blackned and defamed? How many men of honour expofed to
public ebloquy and reproach? Thofe therefore who are either the in-
ftruments or abettors in fuch infernal dealings, ought to be looked upon
as perfons who make ufe of religion to promote their caufe, not of their
caufe to promote religion.

N° 245.  Tuefdays December 11

Ficta voluptauss caufa [int proxima veris. Hor.

TH ERE is nothing which one regards {fo much with an eye of
mirth and pity, as Innocence when it has in it a dafh of folly.
At the fame time that one efteems the virtue, one is tempted to
langh at the fimplicity which accompanies it. W hen a man is made up
wholly of the Dove, without the leaft grain of the Serpent in his com-

' pofitiom
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