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a@tion by fo felfilh a motive, and todo that outof a defire of Fame, which
we couldnot be prompted to by a difinterefted love to mankind, or by
a generous paflion for the glory of him that made us.

Thus is Fame a thing difficult to be obtained by all, but particularly
by thofe who thirft after it, fince moft men have fo much either of ill-
nature or of warinefs, as not to gratify and footh the vanity of the am-
bitious ‘man; and fince this very thirft after Fame naturally betrays him
into fuch indecencies asare a leflening to his reputation, and is it felf look-
ed upon asa weaknefs in the greateft charafters.

In the next place, Fame is eafily loft, and as difficult to be preferved
as it was at firlt to be acquired.  But this I fhall make the fubjeét of a
following paper. :
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HERE are many paflions and tempers of mind which naturally
i difpofe us to deprefsand vilifie the merit of one rifing in the
efteem of mankind. All thofe who made their entrance into the
world with the fame advantages, and were once looked on as his equals,
are apt to think the fame of his merits a refleétion on their own indeferts ;
and will therefore take care to reproach him with the fecandal of fome
paft aétion, or derogate from the worth of the prefent, that they may
{till keep him on the fame level with themfelves. The like kind ofcon-
fideration often ftirs up the envy of fuch as were once his fuperiors, who.
think it a detra@ion from their merit ro fee another get ground upon
them and overtake them' in the purfuits of glory; and will therefore
endeavour to fink his reputation, that they may the better preferve their
own. Thofe who were once his equals, envy and defame him, becaufe
they now fee him their fuperior; and thofe who were once his fuperiors,
becaufe they look upon him as their equal.
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But further, a man whofe extraordinary reputation thus lifis him up to.

the notice and obfervation of mankind, draws a multitude of eyes upon
him that will narrowly infpeét every part of him, confider him nicely in
all views, and ‘not be a little pleafed when they have taken him in the
worft and ‘moft difadvantageous light.. There are many who find a plea-
fure in contradié¢ting the common reports of fame, and in fpreading-
abroad the weaknefles of an exalted charaéter, They publifh their ill-na-
tured difcoveries with a fecret pride, and applaud themfelves for the fins
gularity of  their judgment which has fearched deeper than others, de-
tected what the reft of the ‘world have over-looked, 'and found a flaw
in what the generality of mankind admire. Others there are who pro-
claim the errors and infirmities of a great man with an inward fatisfacti-
on and complacency, if they difcover none of the like errors and infir-
mities in themfelves; for while they are expofing another’s weaknefles,
they are tacitly aiming at their own commendations who are not fubje&
to the like infirmities, and are apt te be tranfported. with a fecrer kind
of vanity, tofee themfelves fuperior in fome refpeéts to one of a fublime
and celebrated reputation. Nay it very often happens, that none are
more induftrious in publithing the blemifhes of an extraordinary reputa-
tion, than fuch as lie open to the fame cenfures in their own charaéters;
a§ either hoping to excufe their own defeés by the anthority of fo high
an example, or raifing an imaginary applaufe to themfelves for refem-
bling a perfon of an exalted reputation, though in the blameable parts of
his character. Ifall thefe fecret fprings of detradtion fail, yet very often
a vain oftentation of wit fets a man on attacking an eftablithed name, and
facrificing it to the mirth and laughter of thofe about him. A fatyr or a
libel on one of the common flamp, never meets with-that reception and
approbation among its readers, as what is aimed at a perfon whofe merit
places him upon an eminence, and gives hima more confpicuous figure
among men. Whether it be that we think it fhews greater art to expofe
and turn to ridicule a man whofe charaéter feems fo improper a fubjeét
for it, or that we are pleafed by fome implicit kind of revenge to fee
him taken down and humbled in his reputation, and in fome meafiure re-
duced to our own rank, who had fo far raifed himfelf above us in the
reports and opinions of mankind.

Thus we fee how many dark and intricate motives there are to de-
traftion and defamation, and how many malicious fpies are fearching
into the aétions of a great man, who is not always the beft prepared for
fo'narrow an infpedtion. For we may generally obferve, that our admi«
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sation of a famous man leffens upon our nearer acquaintance with him ;
and that we feldom hear the defcription of a celebrated perfon, without

a catalogue of fome notorious weaknefles and infirmities. The reafon

may be, becaufe any little flip is more confpicuous and ebfervable in his
conduét than in another’s; as it is not of a piece with the reft of his cha-
ralter, or becaufe it is impoflible for a man at the fame time to be atten-
five to the more impertant part of his life, and to keep a watchful eye
over all the inconfiderable circumftances of his behaviour and converfa-
tion; or becaufe, as we have before obferved, the fame temper of mind
which enclines us to a defire of Fame, naturally betrays us into fuch flips
and unwhrinefles as-are not incident to men of a contrary difpofition.

After'all it muft be confefled, that a noble and triumphant merit often
breaks through and diflipates thefe little fpots and fullies in its reputati-
ons but if by a miftaken purfuit after Fame, or through humane infir-
mity, any falfe ftep be made in the more momentous concerns of
life, the whole fcheme of ambitious defigns is broken and difappointed.
The fmaller flains and blemithes may die away and difappear amidft the
brightnefs that furrounds them; but a blot of a deeper nature caftsa
fhade on all the other beauties, and darkens the whole charatter. How
difficule therefore isit to preferve a great name, when he that has ac-
quired it is fo obnoxious to fuch little weaknefles and infirmities as are
1o fmall diminution to it when difcovered, efpecially when they are fo
induftrioufly proclaimed, and aggravated by {uch as were once his fu-
periors or equals; by fuch 2s/would fet to fhow their judgment or their
wit; and by fuch asare guilty or innocent of the fame {lips or mifcon-
duéts in their own behaviour.

But were there none of thefe difpofitions in others to cenfure a famous'

man, nor any {fuch mifcarriages in himfelf, yet would he meet with ne
fmall trouble in keeping up his reputation in allits height and {plendour.
There muit be always a noble-train. of actions to preferve his Fame in
life and motion. For when it is once at a ftand, it naturally flags;and
languithes, ~ Admiration is a very fhort-livid paflien, that immediately:
decays upon growing familiar with its objec, unlefs it be fill fed with
frefh difcoveries; and kept alive by a new perpetual fucceflion of mira-
cles rifing up to its view:  And even the greateft actions of a celebrated

perfon labour under this. difadvantage, that however furprizing and ex-

traordinary they may be, they are no more than what are expeéted from

him; but on the contrary, if they fall any thing below the opinion that .

. is conceived of him; though they might raife the reputation of another,

they are a diminution to his.
Kk 2 One
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One would think there fhould be fomething wonderfully pleafing in
the pofleilion of Fame, that,notwithftanding all thefe mortifying confide-
rations, can engage a man in fo defperate a purfuit; and yet if we con-
fider the little happinefs that attends a great chara&er, and the multitude
of difquietudes to which the defire of it fubjeéts an ambitious mind, one
would be ftill the more furprifed to fee fo' many reftlefs candidates for

lory.

. Aj;bition raifes a fecret tumult in the Soul, it inflames the mind, and
puts it into a violent hurry of thought: It is ftill reaching after an emp-
ty imaginary good, that has not in it+the power to abate or fatisfie it.
Moft other things we long for, canallay the cravings:of their proper
fenfe,and for a while fet the appetite at reft: but Fame is:a good fo whol-
ly foreign to our naturesy that we have no-faculty in the Soul adapted
to it, nor any organ in the body to:relifh it; -an object of defire placed
out of the poffibility of fruition. It may indeed fill the mind for a while
with a giddy kind of pleafure, but it is fuch a pleafure as makes a man
reftlefs and uneafie under it; and which does not fo much fatisfie -the
prefent thirft; as it excites frefh defires, and fets.the Soul on new entee-
prizes. For how few ambitious men are: there, who have got -as much
Fame as they defired, and whofe thirft after it has not been as eager in
the very-height of their reputation, as' it was before they became known
and eminent among men? There is not any circumftance in Cefar’s
character which givesme a greater idea of him, than a faying which Cx
cero tells us he frequently made ufe 'of in private converfation, That le
was fatisfied with bis [bare of life and fame. Se fatis wvel ad naturam,
vel ad gloriam wixiffe. Many indeed have given over their purfuits after
. Fame, but that has proceeded either from the difappointments they have
met in it, or from their experience of the little pleafure which attends
it, or from the better informations or natural coldnefs of old age; but
feldom from 2 full fatisfaction and acquiefcence in their prefent enjoy-
ments of it.

Nor is Fame only unfatisfying in it felf; but the defire- of it lays us
open to many accidental troubles, which thofe are free from who have no
fuch tender regard for it. =~ How often is the ambitious man caft down
and difappointed, if he receives no praife where he expe&ed-it? Nay,
how often is he mortifyed with'the very praifes he recéives,: if they do
not rife fo high as he thinks they ought? which they feldom do, unlefs
encreafed by flattery, fince few men have fo good an-opinion of us as
we have of our {elves. But if the ambitions man can be fo much grieved
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even  with praife it felf, how will he be able to bear up under fcandal and
defamation? kor the fame temper of mind which makes him defire Fame,
makes him hate Reproach. If he can be tranfported with the extraordi-
pary praifes.of men, he will be as much dejected by their cenfures. How
litle therefore is the happinefs of an ambitious man, who gives every one
a2 dominion over it, who thus fubjeéts himfelf to the good or ill fpeeches
of others, and puts it in the power of every malicious tongue to throw
him into a fit of melancholy, and deftroy his natural reft and repofe of
mind? Efpecially -when we confider that the world is more apt to
cenfure than applaud, and himfelf fuller of imperfections .than virtues.

We may further obferve, that fuch a man will be more grieved for
the lofs of Fame, than he could have been pleafed with the enjoyment
ofit. For though the prefence of this imaginary good cannot make us
happy, the abfence of it may make us miferable: becaufe in the enjoy-
ment of an obje& we only find that thare of pleafure which, it is capa-
ble of giving s, but in the lofs of it we do not. proportion our. grief
to the real value it bears, but to the value our fancies and imaginations
fet upon it.

So inconfiderable is the fatisfaction that Fame brings along with it, and
fo great the difquietudes to which it makes us liable. . The defire -of it
ftirs up very uneafie motions in the mind, and is rather inflamed than.
fatisfied by the prefence of the thing defired: The enjoyment of it
brings but very, little, pleafure, though the lofs or want of it be very fen-
fible and afflicting ; and even this little happinefs is fo very precarious,
that it wholly depends on the .will of others.. We are not only tortured
by the reproaches which are offered us, but are difappointed by the {i-
lence of men when it is unexpefted; and humbled even by their -
praifes.
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