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Ne 257.  Tuefday, December 23.

’OU:E etoer Aice
OpSarpbs s 3" & %) wagey wlvap. _ Incert. ex Stob.

as that of Fame, | have treated itin a particular order and me-

thod. I have firft of all confidered the reafons why Providence
may have implanted in our minds fuch a principle of a&ion. T have in
the next place fhewn, from many confiderations, firft, that Fame
is a thing difficult to be obtained, and eafily loft; Secondly, that it brings
the ambitious man very little happinefs, but fubjeéts him to much unes
finefs and diffatisfaction. I fhall in the laft place fhew, that it hinders
us from obtaining an End which we have abilities to acquire, and which
is accompanied with fulnefs of fatisfaétion. I need not tell my Reader,
that I mean by this kKnd, that happinefs which is referved for us in ano-
ther world, which every one has abilities to procure, and which will
bring along with it fulnefs of joy and pleafures for evermore.

How the purfuit after Fame may hinder us in the attainment of this
great End, Ifhall leave the Reader to collect from the three following con-

fiderations.

Firft, Becaufe the ftrong defire of Fame breeds feveral vicious habits
in the mind. :

Secondly, Becaufe many of thofe a&ions, which are apt to procure
Fame, are not in their nature conducive to this our ultimate haps
inefs.

; Thirdly, Becaufe if we fhould allow the fame actions to be the proper

- inftruments, both of acquiring Fame, and of procuring this happinefs,
they would neverthelefs fail in the attainment of this laft end, if chey
proceeded from a defire of the firft.

‘Thefe three propofitions are felf-evident to thofe who are verfed in
Speculations of morality. For which reafon I fhall not enlarge upon
them, but proceed to a point of the fame nature, which may open to us

-a more uncommon field of Speculation. From

THAT I might not lofe my felf upon a fubjeét of fo ‘great extent

e
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From what has been already obferved, I think we may.make a natural
conclufion, that it is the greateft folly to feek the praife or approbation
of any Being, befides the fupream, and that for thefe two reafons, Be-
caufe no other Being can make a right judgment of us, and efteem
us according t6 our merits; and Becaufe we can procure no confidera-
ble benefit or advantage from the effcem and approbation of any other
Being,

In the firft place, no other Being can make a right judgment of us, and
efleem us according to our merits. Created Beings {ee nothing but our
outfide, and can therefore only frame a judgment of us from our exteri-
our actionsiand behaviour; but how unfit thefe are to give us a right no-
tion of each other’s perfeétions, may appear from feveral confiderations.
There are many virtues, which in their own nature are incapable of any
outward reprefentation : many filent perfeftions in the foul of a good
man, which are great ornaments to humane nature, but net able to dif-
cover themfelves to the knowledge of others; they are tranfated in
private, without noife or fhow, and are only vifible to the great Searcher
of hearts. What aétions can exprefs the entire purity of thonght which
refines and fanétifies a virtuous man? That fecret reft and contentednefs
of mind, which gives him a perfeét enjoyment of his prefent coadition?
That inward pleafure and complacency, which he feels in doing good ?
That delight and fatisfation which he takes in the profperity and happi-
nefs of another? Thefe and the like virtues are the hidden beauties of
a foul, the fecret graces’ which cannet be difcovered by a mortal eye,
but make the foul lovely and precious in his fight, from whom no fecrets
are concealed. Again, there are many virtues which want an opportuni-
ty of exerting and fhewing themfelves in aétions. Every virtue requires
tme and place, a proper objeét and a fit conjuné&ure of circumitances,
for the due exercife of it. A flate of poverty obfcures all the virtues
of liberality and munificence. The patience and fortitude of a Martyr
or Confeflor lye concealed in the flourithing times of Chriftianity. Some
virtues are only feen in affli¢tion, and fome in profperity; fome in a pri-
vate, and others in a publick capacity. But the great Sovereign of the
world beholds every perfetion in its obfcurity, and not only fees what
we do, but what we would do. He views our behayiour in every con-
currence of affairs, and {ees us engaged in all the poffibilities of action.
He difcovers the Martyr and Confeflor without the tryal of flames and
tortures, and will hereafter entitle many to the reward of aétions, which

they had never the opportunity of performing. Another reafon why
men
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men cannot form a right judgment of -us is, becaufe the fame actions may
be aimed at different ends, and arife from quite contrary principles
A@ions are of {o mixt a nature, and {o full of circumf{tances, that as men
pry into them more or lefs, or obferve fome parts more than others, they
take different hints, and put contrary interpretations on them ; fo that
the fame aflions may reprefent a man as hypocritical and defigning to
one, which make him appear a Saint or Hero to another. He therefore
who looks upon the foul through its outward actions, often fees it through
a deceitful medium, which is apt to difcolour and pervert the objeét:
{fo that on this account alfo, 4e is the only proper judge of our perfe-
&ions, who daes not guefs at the fincerity of our intentions from the
goodnefs of our aétions ; but weighs the goodnefs of our actions by the
fincerity of our intentions.

But further ; it is impoffible for outward aétions to reprefent the per-
fections of the foul, becaufe they can never fhew the ftrength of thofe
principles from whence they proceed. They are not adequate expreffions
of our virtues, and can only fhew us what habits are in the foul, with-
out difcovering the degree and perfeétion of fuch habits. They are at beft
but weak refemblances of our intentions, faint and imperfeét copies that
may acquaint us with the general defign, but can never exprefs the bean-
ty and life of the original. But the great Judge of all the earth knows
every different ftate and degree of humane improvement, from thofe
weak ftirrings and tendencies of the Will which have not yet formed
themf{elves into regular purpofes and defigns, to the laft entire finifhing
and confummation of a good habit. He beholds the firflt imperfeét ru-
diments of a virtue in the foul, and keeps a watchful eye over it in all
its progrefs, uatil it has received every grace it is capable of, and ap-
pears in its full beauty and perfection. Thus we fee that none but the
fupreme Being can efteem us according to our proper merits, fince all
others muft judge of us from our outward aétions, which can never give
them a juft eftimate of wus, fince there are many perfections of a man
which are not capable of appearing in actions; many which, allowing no
natural incapacity of fhewing themfelves, want an opportunity of doing
it ; or fhould they all meet with an opportunity of appearing by aétions,
yet thofe adtions may be mifinterpreted, and applied to wrong principlés;

r though they plainly difcovered the principles from whence they pro-
ceeded, they could never thew the degree, flrength and perfection of
thofe principles, .

And
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And as the fupreme Being is the only proper Judge of our perfe&ions,
fo is he the only fit Rewarder of them. 'This is a confideration that
comes home to our intereft, as the other adapts it felf to our ambition,
And what could the moft afpiring, or the mofit felfith man defire more,
were he to form the notion of a Being to whom he would recommend
himfelf, than fuch a knowledge as can difcover the leaft appearance of
perfection in him, and fuch a goodnefs as will proportion a reward to
it?

Let the ambitious man therefore turn all his defire of Fame. this way;
and, that he may propofe to himfelf a Fame worthy of his ambition, let
him confider that if he employs his abilities to the beft advantage, the
time will come when the fupreme Governor of the world, the great
udge of mankind, who fees every degree of perfection in others, and
poffefles all poffible perfetion in himfelf, fhall proclaim his worth before
men and angels, and pronounce to him in the prefence of the whole crea-
tion that beft and moft fignificant of applaufes, el done thou good and
faithful fervant, enter thou into thy Mafler's joy.

Ne 261.  Saturday, December 29.

Lz G\ 70 avipuaoigw curtaioy xaxdy, Frag. vet. Po.

Y Father, whom I mentioned in my firft Speculation, and whom
I muft always name with honour and gratitude, has very fre-
quently talked to me upon the fubjett of Marriage. I was in
my younger years engaged, partly by his advice, and partly by my own
inclinations, in the courtfhip of a perfon who had a great deal of beauty,
and did not at my firft approaches feem to have any averfion to me; but
as.my natural taciturnity hindered me from fhewing my felf to the beft
advantage, fhe by degrees began to look upon me as a very filly fellow,
and being refolved to regard Merit more than any thing elfe in the per-
fons who made their applications to her, the married a Captain of Dra-
goons who happened to be beating up for recruits in thofe parts.

Vor. 111, Ll This
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