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And as the fupreme Being is the only proper Judge of our perfe&ions,
fo is he the only fit Rewarder of them. 'This is a confideration that
comes home to our intereft, as the other adapts it felf to our ambition,
And what could the moft afpiring, or the mofit felfith man defire more,
were he to form the notion of a Being to whom he would recommend
himfelf, than fuch a knowledge as can difcover the leaft appearance of
perfection in him, and fuch a goodnefs as will proportion a reward to
it?

Let the ambitious man therefore turn all his defire of Fame. this way;
and, that he may propofe to himfelf a Fame worthy of his ambition, let
him confider that if he employs his abilities to the beft advantage, the
time will come when the fupreme Governor of the world, the great
udge of mankind, who fees every degree of perfection in others, and
poffefles all poffible perfetion in himfelf, fhall proclaim his worth before
men and angels, and pronounce to him in the prefence of the whole crea-
tion that beft and moft fignificant of applaufes, el done thou good and
faithful fervant, enter thou into thy Mafler's joy.

Ne 261.  Saturday, December 29.

Lz G\ 70 avipuaoigw curtaioy xaxdy, Frag. vet. Po.

Y Father, whom I mentioned in my firft Speculation, and whom
I muft always name with honour and gratitude, has very fre-
quently talked to me upon the fubjett of Marriage. I was in
my younger years engaged, partly by his advice, and partly by my own
inclinations, in the courtfhip of a perfon who had a great deal of beauty,
and did not at my firft approaches feem to have any averfion to me; but
as.my natural taciturnity hindered me from fhewing my felf to the beft
advantage, fhe by degrees began to look upon me as a very filly fellow,
and being refolved to regard Merit more than any thing elfe in the per-
fons who made their applications to her, the married a Captain of Dra-
goons who happened to be beating up for recruits in thofe parts.

Vor. 111, Ll This




266 The SSPECTATOR. N°261

"This unlucky accident has given me an averfion to pretty fellows ever

fince, and difcouraged me from trying my fortune with the fair fex.
The obfervations which I made in this conjunéture, and the repeated:

adviees which 1 received at that time from the good old man above-
mentioned, have produced the following Effay upon Love and Marriage,

The pleafanteft part of a man’s life is generally that which pafles in
courtthip, provided his paflion be fincere, and the party beloved kind
with difcretion. Love, Defire, Hope, all the pleafing motions of the
foul rife in the purfuit.

It is eafier for an artful man, who is not in love, to perfuade his Mi-
firefs he has a paflion for her, and to fucceed in his purfuits, than for
one who loves with the greateft violence. True love hath ten thoufand
griefs, impatiences and refentments, that render a'man unamiable in the
eyes of the perfon whofe affection he follicites ; befides, that it finks his
figure, gives him fears, apprehenfions and poornefs of {pirit, and often
makes him appear ridiculous where he has a mind to recommend him-
felf.

Thofe marriages generally abound moft with love and conftancy, that
are preceded by a long courtfhip. The paffion fhould firike root, and
gather ftrength before marriage be grafted on it. A long courfe of hopes
and expectations fixes the idea in our minds, and habituates us to a fond-
nefs of the perfon beloved.

There is nothing of fo great importance to us, as the good qualities
of one to whom we join our {elves for life ; they do not only make our
prefent ftate agreeable, but often determine our happinefs to all eternity.
W here the choice is left to friends, the chief point under confideration
is an Eftate : where the parties chufe for themfelves, their thoughts tumn
moft upon the Perfon. They have both their reafons. The firft would
procure many conveniencies and pleafures of life to the party whefe'in-
terefts they efpoufe ; and at the fame time may hope that the wealth of
their friend will turn to their own credit and advantage. The others
are preparing for themfelves a perpetual feaft. A good perfon does not
only raife, but continue love, and breeds a fecret pleafure and compla-
cency in the beholder, when the firft heats of defire are extinguifhed.
It puts the wife or husband in countenance both among friends and
{trangers, and generally fills the family with a healthy and beautiful race
of children. -

I fhould prefer a woman that is agreeable in my own eye, and not de-
formed in that of the world, to a celebrated beauty. If you marry one

remarkably
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remarkably beautiful, you muft have a violent paffion for her, or you
have not the proper tafte of her charis; and if you have fuch 4 paffion
for her,it is odds but it will be imbittered with fears and jealoufies.

Good-nature, and evennefs of temper, Wwill give you an eafic compa-
nion for life; virtue and good fenfe, an agreeable friend ; love and con-
ftancy, a good wife or husband. Where we meet one perfon with all
thefe accomplifhments, we find an hundred without any one of them.
The world, notwithftanding, is more ifitent on traifis and equipages, and
all the fhowy patts of life; we love rather to dazzle the multitude, than
confult our proper intereit; and, as I have elfewhere obferved, it is one
of the moft unaccountable paflions of humane nature, that we dté at
greater pains to appear €afie and happy to others, tham really to make
our felves fo. Of all difparities, that in humour makes the moit unhap-
py marriages, yet fcarce enters into our thoughts at the contraéiing of
them. Several that are in this refpe&® unequally yoaked, and uneafie
for life; with a perfon of a particular charaéter, might have been pleafed
and happy with a perfon of a contrary one, notwithftinding they are
both perhaps equally virtuous and laudable in their kind.

Before marriage we cannot be too inquifitive and difcerning in the
faults of the perfon beloved, nor after it too dim-fighted and fuperficial.
However perfedt and accomplifhied the perfon appears to you at a di-
flance, you will find rarny blemifhes and imperfections in her humour,
upon a more intimate acquaintarice, which: you never difcovered or per-
haps fufpected. Here therefore difcretion and good-mature are to fhew
their ftrength; the firft will hinder your thoughts from dwelling on what
is difagreeable, the other will raife in you all the tendernefs of coms
paffion and humanity, and by degrees foften thofe very imperfections
into beauties.

Marriage enlarges the {cene of our happinefs and miferies. A mar-
riage of love is pleafant ; a marriage of intereft eafie; and a marriage;
where both meet, happy. A happy marriage has in it all the pleafures
of friendfhip, all the enjoyments of fenfe and reafon, and indeed, all
the fweets of life. Nothing isa greater mark of a degenerate and vitious
Age, than the common ridicule which paflés on this flate of life, It is,
indeed, only happy in thofe who can look down with' fcorn or neglet
on the impieties of the times, and tread the paths of life together in a
conftant uniform courfe of virtue.

) Al Monday,
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