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N° 303.  Saturday, February 16.

------- —anlet bec fuab luce videri,

Fudicis argutum que non formidat acumen. Hor.

Have feen in the works of a modern Philofopher, a map of the Spots
I in the Sun. My laft paper of the Faults and Blemifhes in Mziron's

Paradife Loff, may be confidered as a piece of the fame nature. To
purfue the Allufion: Asitis obferved, that among the bright parts of the
luminous body above-mentioned, there are fome which glow more in-
tenfely, and dart a ftronger light than others ; fo, notwithitanding I
bave already fthewn Milron’s Poem to be very beautiful in general, I fhall
now proceed to take notice of fuch Beauties as appear to be more exqui-
fite than the reft. Mglton has propofed the Subjeét of his Poem in the

following verfes.
OF Manw's firft difobedicnce, and the fruit
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal taffe
Brought Death into the world, and all our woe;
With lofs of Eden, 'till one greater Mar
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful Seat,
Sing Heav'nly Mufe

Thefe lines are perhaps as plain, fimple and unadorned as any of the
whole Poem, in which particular the Author has conformed himfelf to
the example of Homer, and the precept of Horace.

His Invocation to a work which turns in 2 great meafure upon the Crea-
tion of the world, is very properly made to the Mufe who infpired Mo-
fés in thofe books from whence our Author drew his {ubject, and to the
Holy Spirit who is therein reprefented as operating after a particular
manner in the firft produéion of Nature. This whole Exordium rifes
very happily into noble Language and Sentiment, as I think the Tranfi-
tion to the Fable is exquifitely beautiful and natural. :
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The Nine-days aftonifhment, in which the Angels lay entranced aﬁ:ér
their dreadful overthrow and fall from heaven, before they could reco-

Hefiod, ver ecither the ufe of thought or fpeech, is a noble Circumflance, and

very finely imagined. The divifion of hell into Seas of Fire, and into
firm Ground impregnated with the fame furious Element, with that par-
ticular circumitance of the Exclufion of Hope from thofe infernal re-
gions, are inftances of the fame great and fruitful Invention.

The Thoughts in the firft {peech and defcription of Sezan, who is one
of the principal Actors in this poem, are wonderfully proper to give us
a full Idea of him. His Pride, Envy and Revenge, Obftinacy, Defpair
and Impenitence, are all of them very artfully interwoven. In fhort, his
firft {fpeech is a Complication of all thofe Paffions which difcover thems
felves feparately in {everal other of his fpeeches in the poem. The whole
Part of this great enemy of mankind is filled with fuch Incidents as are
very apt to raife and terrify the Reader’s Imagination. Of this pature,
in the book now before us, is his being the fir{t that awakens out of the
general Trance, with his Pofture on the burning Lake, his Rifing from i
and the defeription of his Shield and Spear.

Thus Satan talking to bis neareft mate;

With bead up-lift above the wave, and eyes
That [parkling blazed, bis other parts befide
Prone on the flood, extended long and large,
Lay floating many a rood
Forthwith upright be rears from off the pool

His mighty Stature 5 on each hand the flames

Driv'n backward flope their pointing [(pires, and rowld
In billows leave 7 th’ midfl a horrid vale.

Then with expanded wings he [fleers bis flight

Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air

That felt unnfual weight
— His pondrous Shield,

Etbherecal temper, maffie, large and round,
Behind him caft; the broad circumference
Hung on bis [boulders like the Moon, whofe orb
Thro' Optic glafs the Tufcan Artifts view

At Evning from the top of Felole,

Or in Valdarno, to deféry new Lands,

Rivers or mountains in ber [Potty Globe.

His
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His Spear, to equal which the talleft Pine
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the Maft
Of fome great Ammiral, were but a wand,
He walk'd with to fupport unealy fleps

Ower the burning Marle

To which we may add his Call to the fallen Angels that lay plunged
and ftupified in the Sea of Fire.

He call’d fo lowd, that all the bollow decp
Of hell refounded

But there is no fingle paflage in the whole poem worked up to a
greater Sublimity, than that wherein his Perfon is defcribed in thofe ce-
lebrated lines :

He, above the reft
In fhape and gefture proudly eminent
Stood like a Tow'r, &c.

His Sentiments are every way anfwerable to his Chara&ter, and fuitable
to a created Being of the moit exalted and depraved nature. Such is
that in which he takes pofleflion of his place of torments.

Hail Horrors, hail

Infernal world ! and thoun profoundefl hell
Receive thy new Poffeffonr : one who brings
A mind not to be changed by place or time.

And afterwards,

Here at leaft

We fball be Free ; th' Almighty hath not built
Here for bis Envy; will not drive us hence :
Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice
To reign is worth ambition, tho in hell :
Better to reign in hell, thaw férve in heaven.

Amidft thofe Impieties which this enraged Spirit utters in other places
of the Poem, the Author has taken care to introduce none that is not big
with Abfurdity, and incapable of fhocking a religious Reader ; his words,
as the Poet defcribes them, bearing only a Semblance of worth, not Sub-
Slance, He is likewife with great art defcribed as owning his Adverfary
to be Almighty, Whatever perverfe interpretation he puts on the {.if‘ticr:,

_ lercy,
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Mercy, and other attributes of the Supreme Being, -he frequently con-
fefles his Omnipotence; that being the perfedtion he was fm:ct:d to allow
him, and the only confideration which could fupport his Pride under the
fthame of his defeat.

Nor muft I here omit that beautiful circumftance of his burfting out in
tears, upon his furvey of thoefe innumerable {pirits whom he had iﬂvpl«
ved in the fame guilt and roine with himfelf.

——— He now prepared
To [peak; whereat their donbled ranks they bend
From wing to wing,and balf enclofe him round
With all his peers: attention beld them mute.
Thrice he affay'd, and thrice in [pite of feorn
Tears, fuch as Angels weep, burft forth

The catalogue of evil fpirits has abundance of learning in it, and a very
agreeable turn of Poetry, which rifes ina great meafure from its defcri-
bing the places where they were worfhipped, by thofe beautiful marks of
rivers, fo frequent among the ancient Poets. The Author had doubt
lefs in this place Humer’s catalogue of fhips, and Pirgil’s lift of warriors
in his view. The chara&ers of Moloch and Belial prepare the Reader’s
mind for their refpective fpeeches and behaviour in the fecond and fixth
book. The account of Thammuz is finely romantic, and fuitable to what
we read among the ancients of the worfhip which was paid to that idol,

Thammuz came next behind,
Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd
The Syrian dam/els to lament bis fate
I ami'rons ditties all a fummer's day,
While fmooth Adoenis from his native rock
Ran purple to the fea, fuppos'd with blood
Of Thammuz yearly wounded: the love-tale
Infected Sion’s daughters with like beat,
Whofé wanten paffians in the facred poreh
Ezekiel faw, when by the Vifion led
His eye furvey'd the dark idolatries
Of alienated Judah.
The Reader will pardon me if I infert as a fiote on this beautiful
paflage, the account given us by the late ingenious' Mr. Maesndrell of
this ancient piece of worthip, and probably the firft occafion of fuch a
fuper-
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fuperftition. We came to.a fair large river doubtlefs the nnc_i-
« ent river Adonis, {fo famous for the idolatrous rites performed herq in
-« Jamentation of Adonis. We had the fortune to fee what may be fup-
« pofed to-be the occafion of that opinion which ‘LM'M}A relates, concer-
« ning this river, wiz. That this {tream, ar certain feafons of the year,
« efpecially about the feaft of Adonis, is of a hlpody colour; whi_ch the
« heathens looked upon as proceeding from a kind of fympathy in the
« river for the death of Adonis, who was killed by a wild boar in the
« mountains, out of which this ftream rifes. Something like this we
«faw actually come to pafs; for the water was flained to a furprifing
« rednefs; and, as we obferved in travelling, had difcoloured the fea a
« great way into a reddifh hue, occafioned doubtlefs by a foft of Mini-
“um, or red “earth, wafthed into the river by the violence of the rain, -
«and not by any ftain from A4donis’s blood.

The paflage in the catalogue, explaining the manner how f{pirits tranf-
form themfelves by contraction, or enlargement of their dimenfions, is
introduced with great judgment, to make way for feveral furprifing ac-
cidents in the fequel of the Poem. There follows one, at the very end
of the firlt book, which is what the. Freunch Critics call marvellous, but
at the fame time psobable by reafon of the paflage laft mentioned.
As foon as the infernal Palace is finithed, we are told the multi-
tude and rabble of {pirits immediately fhrunk themfelves into a {mall
compafs, that there might be room for fuch a numberlefs affembly in
this capacious hall. But it is the Poet’s refinement upon this thought,
which I moft admire, and which is indeed very noble in it felf. For he
tells us, that notwithitanding the vulgar, among the fallen {pirits, con-
tratted their forms, thofe of the firft rank and dignity ftill preferved
their natural dimenfions.

Thus incorporeal Spirits to finalleff forms
Reduc'd their [bapes immenfe, and were at large
Though without number flill amidff the ball

Of that infernal Court. But far within,

And in their own dimenfions like themfelves,
The great feraphic Lords and Cherubim,

In clofe recefs and fecret conclave Sfate,

A thoyfand Demy-gods on golden feats,

Frequent and full

“'The -
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The charalter of Mammon, and the defcription of the Pandemonium,

are full of beauties.
There are feveral other {trokes in the firft book wonderfully poetical,

and inftances of that Sublime genius fo peculiar to the Author.. Such is
the defcription of Azazel’s ftature, and of the infernal {tandard, which
he unfurls; ‘as alfo of that ghaftly light, by which the fiends appear to one
another in their place of torments.

The feat of defolation, veid of light,

Save what the glimm’'ring of thofe livid flames

Cafts pate and dreadfitl— —— _

The fhout of the whole hoft of fallen Angels when: drawn up inbat

tel array:

The univer(al hoft up fent
A [hout that tore hell's concave, and beyond
Frighted the reign of Chaos end old Night,

The review, which the leader makes of his infernal army:

He thro’ the armed files
Darts his experienc’d eye, and fion traverfe
The whole battalion views their order due,
Their vifages and flature as of gods,
Their number laft be fums, and now bis beart

Diflends with pride, and bard'ning in bis flrength
"Glories
The flath of light,; which appeared upon the drawing of their Swords;

He [pake: and to confirm bis words outflew
Millions of flaming [fiwords, drawn from the thigh
Of mighty Cherubim ;. zbe fudden blaze.

Far round tllumin'd Hell.

"The fudden produétion of the Parndemonium ;

Anon out of the earth a fabric buge
Rofe like an exhalation, with the found

OF dulcet [ymphonies and voices [weet.
The artificial illuminations made in it:

—— ——

— From




Nego3. The SPECTATOR. 3054

From th arched roof

Pendent by fubtle Magic, many a row
OFf farry lamps and blazing creffets, fed
W ith Naphtha wnd Afphaltus, yielded light
As from a sky, ———

There are alfo {everal noble Similes and Allufions in the firft book of
Paradife Loff. And here I muft obferve, that when Mzlton alludes ei-
ther to things or perfons, he never quits his Simile till it rifes to fome
very great Idea, which is often foreign to the occafion that gave birth
to it. . The refemblance does not, perhaps, laft above a line or two, but
the Poet runs on with the hint, till he has raifed out of it fome glorious
Image or Sentiment, proper to inflame the mind of the Reader, and to
give it that fublime kind of entertainment; which is fuitable to the na-
ture of an Heroic Poem. Thofe,who are acquainted with Homer's and
Virgil's way of writing, cannot but be pleafed with this kind of ftru-
&ure in Melton’s Similitudes. * I am the more particular on this head,
becaufe ignorant Readers, who have formed their tafte upon the quaint
Similes, and little turns of wit, which are fo much in vogue among mo-
dern Poets, cannot relith thefe beauties which are of a much higher na-
ture, and are therefore apt to cenfure' Afil/ton’s comparifons, in which
they do not fee any furprifing points: of likenefs. * Monfieur Perrauis
was a man of this vitiated relifh, and for that very reafon has endeavou-
red to turn into ridicule feveral of Homer's Similitudes, which he calls
Comparaifons & longue quene, Long-tail'd comparifons. T fhall conclude
this paper on the firft book of M:/ton with the anfwer which Monfieur
Boileaw makes to Perrault on this occafion; ¢ Comparifons, fays he, in
« Odes and Epic Poems are not introduced only to illuftrate and embel-
« lith the difcourfe, but. to amufe and relax the mind of the Reader,
“ by frequently difengaging him from too painful an attention to the
 principal fubjeét, and by leading him into other agreeable images. Ho-
“ mer, {ays he, excelled in this particular, whofe Comparifons abound
« with fuch images of nature as are proper to relieve and diverfifie his
« fubjects. He continually inftruéts the Reader, and makes him take
“ notice, even in objefts which are every day before our eyes, of fuch
« circumi{tances as we fhould not otherwife have obferved. To thir he
“ adds, as a maxim univerfally acknowledged, thatitis not neceflary in
“ Poetry for the Points of the comparifon to correfpond with one ano-
“ ther exaftly, but that a general refemblance is fuflicient, and that too

Yor, IIL e S . % much
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« much nicety in this particular favours of the Rhetorician and Epigram.
¢ matift.

In fhort, if we look into the conduét of Homer, Firgsl, and Milton,
as the great Fable is the foul of each Poem, fo tor give their works an
agreeable variety, their Epifodes-are {fo many fhort Fables, and their i
miles fo many fhort Epifodes; to which you may add if you pleafe, that
their Metaphors are fo many fhort Similes. If the Reader confiders the
Comparifons in the firft bgok of Milten, of the Sun in an eclipfe, of the
{leeping Leviathan, of the Bees {warming about the hive, of the Fairy
dance, in the view wherein I have placed them, he will eafily difcover
the great beauties that are in each of thofe paffages.

N°gog.  Saturday, February 23.

Di, quibus impeviam eft animarum, umbreque filentes,
Et Chaos, et Phlegethon, loca nolte filentia late;

St mihs fas audita loqui ! fit numine veftro

Pandere res alta terva et caligine merfas. Virg.

Have before obferved in general, that the perfons whom AfiZres in-
I troduces into his Poem always difcover fuch fentiments and beha-
viour, asarein a peculiar manner conformable to their refpedive
charatters. Every circumftance in their fpeeches and aétions, is with
oreat juftnefs and delicacy adapted to the perfons who fpeak and aét. As
the Poet very much excels in this confiftency of his charadters, I fhall
beg leave to confider feveral paffages of the fecond book in this light.
‘That fuperior greatnefs, and mock-majelty, which is afcribed to the
Prince of the fallen Angels, is admirably preferved in the beginning of
this book. His opening and clofing the debate; his taking on himfelf
that great enterprize at the thought of which the whole infernal affem-
bly trembled; his encountring the hideous phantom who guarded the
gates of Hell,. and appeared to him in all his terrors; are inftances of
that proud and daring mind which could not brook fubmiffion even t0
Omnipotence. - Saran
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