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« much nicety in this particular favours of the Rhetorician and Epigram.
¢ matift.

In fhort, if we look into the conduét of Homer, Firgsl, and Milton,
as the great Fable is the foul of each Poem, fo tor give their works an
agreeable variety, their Epifodes-are {fo many fhort Fables, and their i
miles fo many fhort Epifodes; to which you may add if you pleafe, that
their Metaphors are fo many fhort Similes. If the Reader confiders the
Comparifons in the firft bgok of Milten, of the Sun in an eclipfe, of the
{leeping Leviathan, of the Bees {warming about the hive, of the Fairy
dance, in the view wherein I have placed them, he will eafily difcover
the great beauties that are in each of thofe paffages.

N°gog.  Saturday, February 23.

Di, quibus impeviam eft animarum, umbreque filentes,
Et Chaos, et Phlegethon, loca nolte filentia late;

St mihs fas audita loqui ! fit numine veftro

Pandere res alta terva et caligine merfas. Virg.

Have before obferved in general, that the perfons whom AfiZres in-
I troduces into his Poem always difcover fuch fentiments and beha-
viour, asarein a peculiar manner conformable to their refpedive
charatters. Every circumftance in their fpeeches and aétions, is with
oreat juftnefs and delicacy adapted to the perfons who fpeak and aét. As
the Poet very much excels in this confiftency of his charadters, I fhall
beg leave to confider feveral paffages of the fecond book in this light.
‘That fuperior greatnefs, and mock-majelty, which is afcribed to the
Prince of the fallen Angels, is admirably preferved in the beginning of
this book. His opening and clofing the debate; his taking on himfelf
that great enterprize at the thought of which the whole infernal affem-
bly trembled; his encountring the hideous phantom who guarded the
gates of Hell,. and appeared to him in all his terrors; are inftances of
that proud and daring mind which could not brook fubmiffion even t0
Omnipotence. - Saran
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Satan was now at hand, and from bis feat

The monfler moving onward came as faft

With borrid firides, Hell trembled as be firode,
Th undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd,
Admir'd, not fear'd

The fame boldnefs and intrepidity of behaviour difcovers it felf in the
{everal adventures, which he meets with during his paflage through the
regions of unformed matter, and particularly in his addrefs to thofe tre-
mendous powers who are defcribed as prefiding over it.

The part of Molech is likewife in all its circumftances full of that fire
and fury, which diftinguifh this {pirit from the reft of the fallen Angels.
He is defcribed in the fitft book as befmeared with the blood of humane
facrifices, and delighted with the téars of Parents and the cries of Chil-
dren. In the fecond book he is marked out as the fierceft fpiric that
fought in Heaven; and if we confider the figure which he makes in the
fixth book, where the battel of the Angels is defcribed, we find it every
way anfwerable to the fame furious enraged Character.

I bere the might of Gabriel fought,
And with fierce enfigns pierc’d the deep array
Of Moloc, furious King, who him defy'd,
And at his chariot-wheels to drag him bound
Threaten'd, nor from the Holy one of beav'n
Refrain'd bis tongue blafphemous ; but anon
Down cloven to the wafle, with [batter'd arms
Aud uncouth pain fled bellowing,

It may be worth while to obferve, that Mi/ten has reprefented this vi-
olent impetuous Spirit, who is hurried on by fuch precipitate paflions, as
the fir/f that rifes in that affembly, to give his opinion upon their prefent
pofture of affairs. Accordingly he declares himf{elf abruptly for war, and
appears incenfed at his companions, for lofing fo much time as even to
deliberate uponit. All his {fentiments are rath, audaciousand defperate.
Such is that of arming themfelves with tortures, and turning their pu-
nifhments upon him who inflited them.

N, let us rasher chufe,

Arii'd with Hell-flames and fury, all at once
O'er Heav'ns high towr's to force refifile/s way,
Turning our tortures into horrid arms

Qq 2 Againf}
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Againft the tort'rers when to meet the noife
Of bis almighty engine be fball hear

Infernal Thunder, and for Lightuning fee
Black fire and horror fbot with equal rage
Among bis Angels; and bis throne it feif
Mixt with Tartarean fulphur, and flrange fire,
His own invented torments

His preferring annihilation to fhame or mifery, is alfo highly fuitable
to his charaGer; as the comfort he draws from their difturbing the
peace of Heaven, that if it be not vitory, it is revenge, is a fentiment tru-
ly diabolical, and becoming the bitternefs of this implacable Spirit.

Belial is defcribed, in the firft book, as the Idol of the lewd and lux-
urious, He is in the fecond book, . purfuant to that defcription, cha-
ra@erifed as timerous and flothful; and if we look into the fixth book
we find him celebrated in the battle of Angels for nothing but that fcof-
fing fpeech which he makes to Sa7an, on their fuppofed advantage over
the enemy. As his appearance is uniform, and of a piece in thefe three
{everal views, we find his Sentiments in the infernal Aflembly every way
conformable to his Charaéter. Such are his apprehenfions of a fecond
battle, his horrors of annihilation, his preferring to be miferable rather
than #o# to be. 1need not obferve, that the contraft of thought in this
fpeech, and that which precedes it, ‘gives an agreeable variety to the
debate.

Mammon's Chara&er is fo fully drawn in the firft book, that the Poet
adds nothing to it in the fecond.” We were before told, that he was
the firft who taught mankind to ranfack the earth for gold and filver,
and that he was the archite@ of Pandemonium, or the infernal palace,
where: the evil fpirits were to meet in council. His fpeech in this book
is every where {uitable to fo depraved a Charaéter. Howp roper is that
refle€tion, of their being unable to tafte the happinefs . of Heaven were
they actually there, in the mouth of one, who while he was in Heaven
is faid to have had his mind dazled with the outward pomps and glories
of the place, and to have been more intent on the riches of the pave-
ment, than on the beatific vifion. I ihall alfo leave the Reader to judge
how agreeable the following Sentiments are to the fame Charafter.

This deep world

Of darknefs do we dread? how oft amidft
Thick cloud and dark doth Heav'ns all-riling Sire

Chufe
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Chufe to refide, his Glovy unebfiured,

And with the Majefly of darknefs round

Covers bis throne; from whence deep Thunders roar
Muftring their rage, and HeaV'n refembles Hell ?
As he our darknefs, cannot we his light

Imitate when we pleafe? this defart Soil

Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold;

Nor want wesskill or art, from whence. toraifé
Magnificence, and what can Heaven [hew more?

Belzebub, who is reckoned the fecond in dignity that fell, and is in
the firft book the fecond that awakens out of the trance, and confers
with Sztan upon the fituation of their affairs, maintains his rank in the
book now before us.—There is a wonderful Majefty defcribed in his ri-
fing up to fpeak. He afts as a kind of moderator between the two op-
L polite parties, and propofes a third undertaking, which the whole affem-
bly gives into. The motion he makes of detaching one of their body
in fearch of a new world is grounded upon a project devifed by Satan,
and curforily propofed by him in the following lines of the fir{t Book.

Space may produce New worlds, whereof fo'rife
There went a fame in Heaven, that he ere long
Intended to create, and therein plant

A generation, whom bis choice regard

Should favour equal to the fons of Heav'n:
Thithery if but to pry, fball be perbaps

Qur firfl eruption, thither or elfewbhere:

For this infernal Pit [ball never hold

Celeftial Spirits in bondage, nor th' Abyfs

Long under darknef cover. But thefé thoughts
| Full counfel muft mature:

Itis on this projeét that Belzebub grounds his propofal.

What if we find
Some eafior enterprize ? There is a place
(If ancient and prophetic fame in Heat'n
Err not) another world, the bappy [eat
Of fome new race call'd M AN, abaut this time
'" To be created like to us, though lefs

In power and excellence, but favour'd more
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Of bim who rules aboves [o was bis will
Pronounc’d among the Gods, and by an oath,
That [book Heav'ns whele circumference, confirtn'd.

The Reader may obferve how juft it was, not to omit in the firft book
the project upon which the whole Poem turns: as alfo that the Prince of
the fallen Angels was the only proper perfon to give it birth, and that he
pext to him in dignity was the fitteft to fupport it.

There is befides, Ithink, fomething wonderfully"beautiful, and very
apt to affe@ the Reader’s imagination, in this antient prophecy or report
in Heaven, concerning the Creation of man,  Nothing could fhew more
the dignity of the fpecies, than this tradition which ran of them before
their exiftence. They are reprefented to have been the Talk of Heaven,
before they were created. Firgil, in compliment to the Roman Coms
mon-wealth, makes-the-Heroes of it appear in their ftate of pre-exiftence;
but Milton does a far greater honour to mankind in general, as he gives
us a glimpfe of them even before they are in Being.

The rifing of this great affembly is deferibed in a very fublime and
poetical manner.

Their rifing all at once was as the found
Of Thunder beard remote

The Diverfions of the fallen Angels, with the particular account of
their place of habitation, are defcribed with great pregnancy of thought
and copioufnefs of invention. The Diverfions are every way fuitable to
Beings who had nothing left them but firength and knowledge mifap-
plied. Such are their contentions at the race, and in feats of arms, with
their entertainment in the following lines.

Others with vefl Typhean rage more fell
Rend up both rocks and bills, and ride the air
In whirlwind; Hell ftarce bolds the wild uproar.

Their Mufic is employed in celebrating their own criminal exploits, and
their Difcourfe in’ founding the unfathomable depths of fate, free-will
and fore-knowledge. .

The feveral circumftances in the defeription of Hell are finelyimagined;
as the four rivers which difgorge themfelves into the fea of fire, the ex-
treams of cold and heat, and the river of oblivion. ‘The monftrous ani-
mals produced in that infernal world are reprefented by a fingle line,
which gives us a more horrid Idea of them, than a much longer defcrip-
tion would have done, Nature




Negog. The SPECTATOR 311

Nature breeds,

Perverfe, all monfirous, all prodigious things,
Abominable, inutterable, and worle

Than Fables yet have feign’d, or Fear conceiv'd,
Gorgons, and Hydra's, and Chimera's dire.

This Epifode of the fallen Spirits, and their place of habitation, comes
in very happily to urbend the mind of the Reader from its attention to
the debate. An ordinary Poet would indeed have fpun out fo many
circum{tances to a great length, and by that means have weakned, in-
ftead of illuftrated, the principal Fable.

The flight of Satan to the gates of hell is finely imagined.

I have already declared my “opinion of the Allegory concerning Siz
and Death, which is however a very finithed Piece in its kind, when it
isnot confidered as a part of an Epic Poem. The Genealogy of the feveral
perfons is contrived with great delicacy. Ji# is the daughter of Sazan,
and Death the off-fpring of Sin. The inceftuous mixture between Sin
and Death produces thofe Moniters and Hell-hounds which from time
to time enter into their Mother, and tear the bowels of her who gave
them birth. Thefe are the Terrors of an evil Con{cience, and the pro-
per fruits of §i#, which naturally rife from the apprehenfions of Deazs.
This laft beautiful Moral is, I think, clearly intimated in the fpeech of
Sin, where complaining of this her dreadful Iffue, fhe adds,

Before mine eyes in oppofition fits

Grim Death thy fon and foe, who fets them on.
And me bis Parent would full foon devonr

For want of other prey, but that be knows

His end with mine involv'd

I need not mention to the Reader the beautiful Circumf{tance in the
laft part of this quotation. He will likewife obferve how naturally the
three perfons concerned in this Allegory are tempted by one common
intereft to enter into a confederacy together, and how properly iz is
made the Portrefs of hell, and the only Being that can open the gates to
that world of Tortures.

The defcriptive part of this Allegory is likewife very ftrong, and full
of fublime Ideas. The figure of Death, the Regal Crown upon his
head, his menace of Satan, his advancing to the combat, the QOutcry at

his birth, are circumftances too noble to be paft over in filence, and
extreamly
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extreamly fuitable to this King of Terrors. 1 need not mention the juft-
nefs of thought which is oblerved in the Generation of thefe feveral
fymbolical perfons, that §iz was produced upon. the fir{t Revolt of Sazan,
that Death appeared foon after he was caft into hell, and that the Ter-
rors of Confcience were conceived at the gate of this place of tor-
ments. The defeription of the Gates is very poetical, as the opening
of them is full of Mz/ron’s Spirit.

——On a fudden open fly

With impetuous vecoil and jarring found

TH infernal doors, and on their binges grate
Har/b thunder, that the loweft bottom [fhook

Of Erebus. J8he open’d, but to fbut

Excelld ber power ; the Gares wide open flood,
That with extended wings a banner'd hoff
Under [pread enfigns marching might pafs through
Jith horfe and chariots rank'd in loofe array;
So wide they flood, and like a furnace mouth
Caft forth redounding -finoak and ruddy flame.

In Satan’s voyage through the Chaos, there are feveral imaginary pet-
fons defcribed, as refiding in that immenfe wafte of Matter. = This may
sperhaps be conformable to the Tafte of thofe Critics who are pleafed
with nothing in a Poet which has not Life and Manners afcribed to it;
but for my own part I am pleafed moft with thofe paffagesin this deferip-
tion which carry in them a greater meafure of probability, and are fuch
as might poflibly have happened. Of rhis kind is his firft mounting in
the Smoak, that rifes from the infernal Pit, his falling into a cloud of
Nitre, and the like combuftible materials, that by their explofion flill
hurried him forward in his voyage ; his {pringing upward like a pyramid
of fire, with his laborious paffage through that Confufion of Elements,
which the Poet calls :

The Womb of Nature.and perbaps ber Grave.

The glimmering Light which fhot into the Chaos from the utmoft
verge of the Creation, with the diftant difcovery of the Farth that hung
-clofe by the Moon, are wonderfully beautiful and poetical. .

Saturday

F—
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