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326 T7hee SPECTATOR. N° g2

We have another view of our firft Parents in their evening difcourfes,
which is full of pleafing images and fentiments fuitable ‘to their condi-
tion and charaéters. The fpeech of Ewe, in particular, is drefled up in
{uch a foft and natural turn of words and fentiments, as cannot be fuff-
ciently admired.

I fhall clofe my reflections upon this book, with obferving the mafterly
tranfition which the Poet makes to their evening worfhip, in the fol-
Towing lines.

Thus at their fhadie lodge arriv'd, both flood,

Both turiw'dy and under open sky ador'd

The God that made both sky, air, earth and heaw's,
Which they bebeld, the Moow's refplendent globe
And flarry Pole : Thou alfo mad’ft the night,
Maker omnipotent, and thou the day, ®e.

Moft of the modern heroic Poets have imitated the Ancients; in be.
ginning a {fpeech without premifing, that the perfon faid thus or thus ; but
as it'is eafie to imitate the Ancients in the omiflion of two or three
words, it requires judgment to do it in fuch a manner as they fhall not
be miffed, and that the fpeech may begin naturally without them. There
18 a fine inftance of this kind out of Homer, -in the twenty third Chaptér
of Longinus. T1hkgas
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——————— Major verum mibi uafiitur ordy. Vitg.

E were told in the foregoing book how the ey

upon Ewe as fhe lay afleep, in order to infpire

~ of vanity, pride and ambition. The Author, who fhews a won-
derful art throughout his whole Poem, in preparing the Reader for the
feveral occurrences that arife in it, founds upon the above-mentioned cir-
cumitance the firft part of the fifth book,  _4dum upon-his awaking finds
Ewve {till afleep, with an unufual difcompofure in her loe‘ks.‘ T%e po-
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her with thoughts




fture in which he regards her, is defcribed with a tenderniéfs not to be
exprefled, as the Whifper with which he awakens her, is the fofteft that
ever was conveyed to a Lover’s ear.

His wonder was to find unwaken'd Eve
With treffes difcompos'd, and glowing cheek,
As thro” wunguiet reft - be on his fide
Leaning balf-rais’d, with looks of cordial love,
Hung over ber ettamonr’d, and bebeld
Beauty, which whether waking or afleep,
Shot forth peculiar Graces; then with voice
Mild, as when Lephyrus on Flora breatber,
Her band [0t touching, whifper'd thus: Awake
My faireft, my efpous'd; my latefl found,
Heaven's lafl befl gift, my ever new delight,
Awake, the morning fhines; and the frefb. field
Calls us, we lofé the prime, tomark bow [pring
Our tended Plants, bow blows the Citron grove,
IWhat drops the Myrrb, and what the balmy Reed,
How Nature paints ber colours, bow the Bee
Sits on the bloom, extralting liguid [weet.
Such whifpering wakd her, but with flartled eye
Or Adam, whom embracing, thus fbe [pake :

O fole in whom my thoughts find all repofé,
My glory, my perfection, glad 1 fee
Thy face, and morn rer urn'd

I cannot but take notice that Milzen, in the conference between- Zdam-
and Ewve, had his eye very frequently upon the book of Ganticles, in
which there is a noble {pirit of eaftern Poetry; and very often not unlike
what we meet with in Homer, who is generally placed near-the age of
Solomon, 1 think there is. no queftion but the Poet in-the preceding
fpeech remember’d thofe two.paflages which are {poken on the like oc-
cafion, and fill'd with thefame plealing-images of Nature.

My beloved [pake, and faid unto me, Rife up, my Love, my fair-owe, .
and come away; for lo, the winter 1s pafl, the rain is over and gone;
the flowers appear on the earth; the time of the finging of birds is come,
and the voice of the turtle is beard in eur land. The fig-trée putteth -
forth ber green figs, and the vinesiwith the tender grape give a good

Jmell,  Arife, my Love, my fair-one, and come away. =
: Come,
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Come, my beloved, let us go: forth into the field; let us get up early
to the wineyards, let us fee if the wine flourifb, wherher the tender
grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth.

His preferring the garden of £dex to that,

W here the fapient King
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian [poufe,

fhews that the Poet had this delightful {fcene in his mind.
Zve's Dream is full of thofe high conceits engendring pride, which,
we are told, the Devil endeavoured to inflill into her. Of this kind is

that part of it where fhe fancies her felf awakened by A4dam in the fol-
lowing beautiful lines. '

Wiy fleep’ft thon Eve? now is the pleafant time,
The cooly the filent, fave where filence yields

To the night-warbling bird, that now awake
Tunes fweeteft bis love-labour'd fing; wow reigns
Full-or6'd the Moon, and with more pleafing light
Shadowy [éts off the face of things : in vain,

If none regard. Heaw'n wakes with all bis eyes,
Whom to bebold but. thee, Nature's defive,

In whofe [ight all things joy, with ravifbment,
Attratied by thy beauty fiif o gaze !

An injudicious Poet would have made Adam talk through the whole
work, in fuch fentiments as thefe: but flattery and falfhood are not
the courtthip of Miltow's Adam, and could not be heard by Ewe in her
ftate of Innocence, excepting only in 2 Dream produced on purpofe to
taint her Imagination. Other vain fentiments of the fame kind in this
relation of her Dream, will be obvious to every reader. Though the
Caraftrophe of the Poem is finely prefaged on this occafion, the parti-
culars of it are fo artfully fhadowed, that they do not anticipate the ftory
which follows in the ninth book. 1 1hall only add, that though the vifion
of it felf is founded upon truth, the circumftances of it are full of that
wildnefs and inconfiftency which are natural to a Dream. Adam, con-

Ff:l-rmable to his fupt;rior character for wifdom, inftru®s and comforts
Live upon this.occafion. :

8o chear’d be bis fair [poufe, and fbe was chear'd,
But filently a gentle tear let fall

From
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From either eye, and wiped them with ber bair;
Two other precious drops that ready flood,

Each in their cryfial fluice, be €'er they fell
Kifi'd, as the gracious figns of fweet vemorfe
Aud pions awe, that fear'd to have offended.

The morning Hymn is written.in imitation of one of thofe Plalms,
where, in the overtlowings of gratitude and praife, the Pfalmift calls not
only upon the Angels, but upon the moft confpicuous parts of the inani-
mate Creation, to join with him in extolling their common Maker. In-
vocations of this nature fill the mind with glorious ideas of God’s works,
and awaken that divine enthufiafm, which is fo natural to devotion. But
if this calling upon the dead parts of Nature, is at all times a proper kind
of worfhip, it was in a particular manner fuitable to our firft parents, who
had the creation frefh upon their minds, and had not feen the various
difpenfations of Providence, nor confequently could be acquainted with
thefe many topicks of praife which might afford matter to the devo-
tions of their pofterity. I need not remark the beautiful fpirit of Poe-
try, which runs through this whole Hymn, nor the holinefs of that re-
folution with which it concludes.

Having already mentioned thofe fpeeches which are affigned to the
perfons in this poem, I proceed to the defcription which the Poet gives
of Raphael. His departure from before the throne, and his flight
through the choirs of Angels, is finely imaged. As Milton every where
fills his Poem with circumftances that are marvellous and aftonifhing, he
deferibes the gate of heaven as framed after fuch a manner, that it ope-
‘ned of it {elf upon the approach of the Angel who was to pafs through it.

‘Till at the gate

Of Heav'n arriv'd, the gate felf-open’'d wide,
On golden hinges turning, as by work
Divine the fovereign architelt had framed.

The Poet here feems to have regarded two or three paflages in the
18th I/zad, as that in particular, where, {peaking of Vuican, EHomer {ays,
that he had made twenty Z7ipodes running on golden wheels; which,
upon occafion, might go of themfelves to the aflembly of the Gods, and,
when there was no more ufe for them, return again after the fame man-
ner. Scaliger has rallied Homer very f{everely fupon this point, as M. Da-
cier has endeavoured to defend it. I will not pretend to determine,
whether in this particular of Hemer, the marvellous does not lofe fight

Vor. I g B+ of
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of the probable. As the miraculous workmanfhip of Milton’s gates is
not {o extraordinary as this of the Zrzpodes, fo I am perfuaded hewould
not have mentioned it, had not he been fupported in it by a paffage in
the Scripture, which fpeaks of wheels in Heaven that had life in them,
and moved of themfelves, or {flood flill, in conformity with the Cheru-
bims, whom they accompanied.

There is no queftion but M:/for had this cifcumitance in his thoughts,
becaufe in the following book he defcribes the chariot of the Meffrzh
with Jwing wheels, according to the plan in Ezekic/’s vifion.

Forth rufb’d with whirlwind found

The chariot of paternal Deity,

Flafbing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn,
It felf suftinct with [pirit

I queftion not but Boffus, and the two Daciers, who are for vindica-
ting every thing that is cenfured in Homer, by fomething parallel in holy
Writ, would have been very well pleafed had they thought of confront-
ing Fulcan’s Tripodes with Ezekiel’s wheels.

Raphael’s defcent to the earth, with the figure of his perfon, is repre-
fented in very lively colours. Several of the French, Italian, and Eng-
/ifb Poets have given a loofe to their imaginations in the defcription of
Angels: but I do not remember to have met with any fo' finely drawn,
and fo conformable to the notions which are given of them in Scripture,
as thisin Milton. After having fet him forth in all his heavenlyplumage,
and reprefented him as alighting upon the earth, the Poet concludes his
defeription with a circumftance, which is altogether new, and imagined
with the greateft ftrength of fancy. ;

Like Maia's fon be ffood,

And fbook bis plumes, that heav'nly fragrance filld
The circust wide,

Rapbael’s reception by the guardian Angels; his paffing through the
wildernefs of fweets; his diftant appearance to A4dam, have all the graces
that Poetry is capable of beftowing. The Author afterwards gives us
particular defcription of Eve in her domeftick employments.

8o faying, with difpatehful looks in haffe
8he turns, on bofpitable thoughts intent,
What choice to chufe for delicacy beft,

W hat order, [0 contriv’dy as not to mix

Taftes,
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Taftes, not well join'd, inelegant, but bring
Tafte after rafle, upheld with kindiieft change;
Beflirs ber then, &c.

Though in this, and other parts of the fame book, the fubjec is only the
houfewifry of our firft parent, it is fet off with fo maay pleafing images
and {trong expreflions, as make it none of the lealt agrecable parts in
this divine work.

The natural majefly of 4dam, and at the fame time his fubmiflive be-
haviour to the fuperior Being, who had vouchfafed to be his gueft; the
folemn Hai/ which the Angel beftows upon the Mother of mankind,
with the figure of Ewve miniitring at the table, are circumftances which
deferve to be admired.

Rapbael's behaviour is every way fuitable to the dignity of hisnature,and
to that charaéter of a fociable {pirit, with which the Author has fo judi-
cioufly introduced him. He had received inftructions to converfe with
Adam, as one friend converfes with another, and to warn him of the
enemy, who was contriving his deftrution: accordingly he is reprefent-
ed as fitting down ata table with A4dem, and eating of the fruits of Pa-
radife. ‘The occafion naturally leads him to his difcourfe on the food -
of Angels- After having thus entered into converfation with man upon
more indifferent fubjeéts, he warns him of his obedience, and makes a
natural tranfition to the hiftory of that fallen Angel,  who was employed
in the circumvention of our firft Parents.

Had I followed Monfieur Boffu's method in my firft paper on Milton,
Lihould have dated the aftion of Paradife Lofl from the beginning of
Raphael’s fpeech in this book, as he {uppofes the ation of the Fineid
to begin in the fecond book of that Poem. . I could alledge many rea-
fons for my drawing the aétion of the .Zweid rather from its immediate
beginning in the firft book, than from its remote beginning in the fecond ;
and thew why I have confidered the facking of T7oy as an Epifode; ac-
cording to the common acceptation of that word. But as this would be
a dry unentertaining piece of Criticifm, and perhaps unneceffary to thofe
who have read my firft paper, I fhall notenlarge upon it. Which-ever of
the notions be true, the unity of Milzon’s Ationis preferved according to
cither of them; whether we confider the Fall of man in its immediate
beginning, as proceeding from the refolutions taken in the infernal Coun-
cil, orin its more remote beginning, as proceeding from the firft revolt
of the Angels in heaven. ' The occafion which Milfor afligns for this
revolt, as it is founded on hints in- Holy Writ, and on the opinion of

Trz {fome
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fome great writers, {o it was the moft proper that the Poet could have
made ufe of,

The- Revolt-in heaven is defcribed with great force of imagination,
and a fine variety of circumftances. The learned Reader cannot but be
pleafed with the Poet’s imitation of Homer in the laft of the following
lines,

At length into the lLimits of the North

They came, aud Satan took bis royal [eat

High on a bill, far blazing, as a mount

Rais'd on a mount, with pyramids and tew'rs
From diamond quarries bewn, and rocks of gold,
The Palace of great Lucifer, (/o call

That flrulture in the dialedt of men
Interpreted)

Homer mentions perfons and things, which he tells us in the language
of the Gods are called by different names from thofe they go by in the
language of men. AMi/ton has imitated him with his ufual judgment in
this particular 'place, wherein he has likewife the authority of Scripture
" tojuftify him. The part of Abdiel, who was the only Spirit that in
this infinite hoft of Angels preferved his Allegiance to his Maker, ex-
hibits to us a noble moral of religious Singularity. "The zeal of the Se-
raph breaks forth in a becoming warmth of fentiments and expreffi-
ons, as the charatter which is given us of him denotes that generous
{corn and intrepidity which attends heroic virtue.i The Author doubt-

lefs defigned it as a pattern to thofe who live among mankind in their
prefent ftate of degeneracy and corruption.

o [pake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found
Among the faithlefs, faithful only be;

Among innumerable falfe, unmov'd,

Onfbaken, unfeducd, unterrify'd;

His loyalty he kept, his love, bis zeal-

Nor number, nor example with him wrought

To fwerve from truth, or change bis conflant mind,
Though fingle. From amidft them forth he Pafid,
Long way through hoflile feorn, which he Suflain'd
Superior, nor of violence fear'd aughs
And with retorted feorn bis back ge turn'd

On thofe proud tow'rs to fwifr defiruction doomi'd.

Saturday,
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