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=== Focat in certamina divos.

Virg.

E are now entring upon the fixth book of Paradife Loft, in
which the Poec defcribes the battel of Angels; having raifed
his reader’s expedtation, and prepared him for it by feveral paf-
fages in the preceding books. I omitted quoting thefe paffages'in my
obfervations on the former books, having purpofely referved them for -
the opening of this, the fubje@ of which gave occafion to them. The
Author’s imagination was fo inflamed with this great {cene of Aétion,

that wherever he fpeaks of it, he rifes, if poffible, above himfelf. Thus
where he mentions Satan in the beginning of his Poem -

Him the Almighty power

Hurl'd beadlong Saming from th Ethereal SEYy, -
With hideous ruin and combuflion, down

To bottomle(s Perdition, there to dwell

In ddamantine chains and penal fire,

Who durft defy th Ommipotent to arms.

We have likewife feveral noble hints. of it in the infernal conference.
O Prince, O Chief of many throned Powers,

That led th imbatreld Seraphim fo war,

Too well I fee and rue the dire event,

That with fad overthrow and foul defeat

Hath lofl us Heav'n, and all this mighty Hyft

In borrible deftruition laid thus low,

But fee the angry Victor bas recalld

His -Miniflers of vengeance and pur[uit

Back to the gates of Heav'n : the Sielphurous baik
Shot after usin form, oerblown bath laid

The fiery furge, that from the precipice
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Of Heaven receiv'd us falling, and the thunder
Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous-rage,
Perbaps hath fpent his fhafts, and ceafes now
To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs deep.

There are feveral other very fublime images on the fame fubjeé in the
firft book, as alfo in the fecond.

What when we fled amain, purficd and firook
With Heav'n's afflitting thunder, and befought
The deep to [beiter us; this Hell then feem’'d
A refuge from thofe wounds

In fhort, the Poet never mentions any thing of this battel but in {uch
images of greatnefs and terror as are fuitable to the fubje®. - Amongfe-
veral others, I cannot forbear quoting thart paffage, where the Power, who
is defcribed as prefiding over the Chaos, {peaks in the third book.

Thus Satan; and him thus the Anarch otd

With fault'ring (peech, and vifage incompos'd,
Anfwer'd, I know thee, ffranger, who thou art,
That mighty leading Angel, who of late

Made head againft Heaven's King, the everthrown.
1 faw and beard; for fuch a iumerous boft

Fled not in filence through the frighted deep

Wath ruin upon ruin, vouf on rout,

Confufion worfe confounded; and Heav'n's gates

Pour'd out by millions ber victorious bands
Purfuing

It required great pregnancy of invention, and ftrength of imagination,
to fill this battel with fuch circamitances as fhould raife and aftonifh the
mind of the reader; and at the fame time an exaétnefs of judgment, o
avoid every thing that might appear light or trivial.  Thofe who look
into Homer, are {urprized to find his battels ftill rifing one above another,
and improving in horror, to the conclufion of the liad.  Milton's fight
of Angels is wrought up with the fame beauty. It is ufhered in with fuch
figns of wrath, as are fuitable to Omnipotence incenfed. = The firft en-
gagement is carried on under a cope of fire, occafioned by the ‘flights of
innumerable burning darts and arrows which are difcharged fromeither
hoft. The fecond onfetis ftill more terrible, as it-is filled with thofe

artificial thunders, which feem to make the victory doubtful, and-produce
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akind of confternation even in the good Angels. = This is followed by
the tearing up of mountains and promontories; 'till, in the laft place, the
Meffiah comes forth in the fulnefs of majefty and terror. The pomp of
his appearance, amidit the roarings of his thunders, the flathes of his
lightnings, and the noife of his chariot-wheels, is defcribed with the ut-
moft flights of human imagination.

+ There is nothing in the firft and laft day’s engagement which does not
appear natural, and agreeable enough to the Ideas moft readers would
conceive of a fight between two armies of Angels.

The fecond day’s engagement is apt to flartle an imagination, which
has not been raifed and qualified for fuch a defcription, by the reading of
the antient Poets, and of Homer in particular. It was certainly a very
bold thought in our author, to afcribe the firft ufe of artillery to the re-
bel-Angels. . But as fuch a pernicious invention may be well fuppofed to
have proceeded from fuch authors, fo it entered very properly into the
thoughts of that Being, who is all along defcribed as afpiring to the ma-
jefly of his maker. ' Such engines were the only inftruments he could
have made ufe of to imitate thofe thunders, that in all Poetry, both fa-
cred and profane, are reprefented as the arms of the Almighty. The
tearing up of the hills, was not altogether {o daring a thought as the for-
mer. We are, in fome meafure, prepared for fuch anincident by the de-
feription of the Giant’s war, which we meet with among the antient Po-
ets,  What ftill made this circumftance the more proper for the Poet’s
ufe, is the opinion of manylearned men, that the fable of the Giant’s war,
which makes fo great a noife in antiquity, and gave birth to the fublimeft
defeription in Hefiod's works, was an allegory founded upon this very
tradition of a fight between the good and bad Angels.

It may, perhaps, be worth while to confider with what judement A/
tony in this narration, has avoided every thing that is mean and trivial in
the deferiptions of the Latin and Greek Poets; and, at the fame time,
improved every great hint which he met with in their works upon this
fubjet. ' Homer in that paffage, which Longinus has celebrated for its
lublimenefs, and whichOwid and, Firgil have copied after him, tells us,
that the Giants threw Offz upon Odympus, and Pelion upon Offa. He
adds an epithet to Pelion (ciwaipurse) which very much fwells the Idea,
by bringing up to the reader’s imagination all the woods that grew upon
it. There is further a great beauty in his fingling out by name thefe
threeremarkable mountains, fowell known to the Greeks. This laft is

fuch a beauty as the fcene of Milror’s war could not pofiibly furnifh I}i}n
WILH.
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with. Clandian, in his fragment upon the Giants war, has given ful]
fcope to that wildnefs of imagination which was natural to him. He tells
us, that the Giants tore up whole Iflands by the roots, and threw them
at the Gods. He defcribes one of them in particular taking up Lemnoes
in his arms, and whirling it to the skies, with all ##/can’s 1hop in the
midit of it. Another tears up mount Ide, with the river £nipens, which
ran down the fides of it; but the Poet, not content to defcribe him
with this mountain upon his thoulders, tells us that the river flowed down
his back, as he held it up in that pofture. It is vifible to every judicious
reader, that fuch Ideas favour more of burlefque, than of the fublime,
They proceed from a wantonnefs of imagination, and rather divert the
mind than aftonith it. ~ Milton has taken every thing that is {ublime in
thefe feveral paflages, and compofes out of them the following great
image.

From their foundations loofning to and fio,

They pluck'd the feated bills with all their load,

Rocks, waters, woods; and by the fbagey tops

Vp-lifting bore them in their hands

We have the full majefty of Homer in this fhort defcription, improved
by the imagination of Clawdiar, without its puerilities.

I need not point out the defcription of the fallen Angels feeing the
promontories hanging over their heads in fuch a dreadful manner, with
the other numberlefs beauties in this book, which are fo confpicuous,
that they cannot efcape the notice of the moft ordinary reader.

There are indeed fo many wonderful {trokes of Poetry in this book,
and fuch a variety of fublime ideas, that it would have been impoflible to
have given them a place within the bounds of this paper. = Befides that,
I find it in a great meafure done to my hand at the end of my Lord Ref
common’s Eflay on tranflated Poetry. I fhall refer my Reader thither for
fome of the mafter-ftrokes in the fixth book of Paradife Loff, though
at the fame time there are many others which that noble Author has
not taken notice of.

Milton, notwithftanding the fublime genius he was mafter of, has in
this book drawn to his affiftance all the helps he could meet with among
the antient Poets. The fword of Michae!/, which makes fo great a ha-

voc among the bad Angels, was given him, we are told, out of the ar-
mory of God. :

But the fivord
Of Michael firom the armory of God Was
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Was given him temper'd b, that neither keen
Nor folid might refift that edge: it met

The fword of Satan with fleep force to finite
Defeending, and in balf cut [beer :

This paffage is a copy of that in Firgi/, wherein the Poet tells us,
that the fword of imeas, which was given him by a Deity, broke
into pieces the {word of Twrnus, which came from a mortal forge. As
the moral in this place is divine, fo by the way we may obferve, that the
beftowing on a man who is favoured by heaven fuch an allegorical wea-
pon, is very conformable to the old eaftern way of thinking. Not only
Homer has made ufe of it, but we find the Few:/b Hero in the book of
Maccabees, who had fought the battels of the chofen people with {o
much glory and fuccefs, receiving in his dream a {word from the hand
. of the Prophet Feremiah. The following paflage, wherein Sazan is de-
fcribed as wounded by the fword of Michael, is in imitation of Homer.

The griding fiword wirh diftontinuous wound
Pafs'd throngh bim, but th etherial fubflance clos'd
Not long divifible, and from the gafb

A ftream of neflarous humour iffuing flow'd
Sanguine, (uch as celeflial (pirits may bleed,

And all bis armoyr flain'd

Homer tells us in the fame manner, that upon Diemedes wounding the
Gods, there flowed from the wound an Zehor, or pure kind of blood,
which ‘was not bred from mortal viands; and that though the pain was
exquifitely great, the wound foon clofed up and healed in thofe Beings
who are vefted with immortality.

[ quetion not but Milten in his defcription of his furious Moloch; flying
from the battel, and bellowing with the wound he had received, had
hiseye on Marsin the Iliad; who, upon his being wounded, is repra-
fented as retiring out of the fight, and making an outcry louder than that
ofa whole army when it begins the charge. Homer adds, that the Greeks
and Trojans, who were engaged in a general battel, were terrified on
each fide with the bellowing of this wounded Deity. The Reader will
eafily obferve how Milron has kept all the horror of this image, without
running into the ridicule of it. : :

Where the might of Gabriel fought,
And with flevce enfigns pierc’d the deep array
Vou. III. Uu of

——
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Of Moloc furious King, who him defy'd,

And at bis chariot-wheels fo drag bim bound
Threaten'd, nor from the Holy Oue of Heaven
Refrain'd his tongue blafpbemons ; but anon
Down cloven to the wafte, with fbatter'd arims
And wncouth pain fled bellowing

Milton has likewife raifed his defcription in this book with many ima-
ges taken out of the poetical parts of feripture. ‘The Medliah’s charior,
as | have before taken notice, is formed upon a vifion of £ zekiel, whao,
as Grotins obferves, has very much in him of Hemer’s fpirit in the poeii-
cal parts of his prophecy.

‘The following lines in that glorious commiflion which is given the
Mefliah to extirpate the hoft of rebel Angels, is drawn from a{ublime
paflage in the pfalms.

Go then thow Mightieft in thy Father's might
Afcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels

That [bake Heav'n's bafis, bring forth all my war,
My bow, my thunder, my almighty arms,

Gird on thy fword on thy puiffant thigh.

The Reader will eafily difcover many other ftroaks of the fame nature,

There is no queftion but Mi/fox had heated his imagination with the
fight of the Gods in Homer, before he entred upon this engagement of
the Angels. Homer there gives us a fcene of Men, Heroes, and Gods
mixed together in battel, = Mars animates the contending armies, and
lifts wp his voice in fuch a manner, that it is heard diftinétly amidft all
the fhouts and confufion of the fight.  Fapiter at the fame time thun-
ders over their heads; while Neptune raifes fuch a tempeft, that the
whole field of battel and all the tops of the mountains fhake about them,
The Poet tells us, that Pluto himfelf, whofe habitation was in the very
center of the earth, was fo affrighted at the thock, that he leaped from
his throne. FHomer afterwards defcribes Pulvan as pouring down a ftorm
of fire upon the river Xantbhus, and Minervaas thro wing a rock at Mars;
who, he tells us, covered feven acres in his fall.

As Homer has introduced into his battel of the Gods every thingsthat
is great and terrible in nature, Milton has filled his fight of good and
bad Angels with all the like circumflances of horror, The fhout of ar-
mies, and ratling of brazen chariots, the hurling of rocks and mauntains,
the earthquake, the fire, the thunder, are all of them employed to lift

up
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up the reader’s Imagination, and give him a fuitable idea of fo great an
aftion.  With ‘-.‘.'i' art has the Poet reprefented the whole body of the
earth-trembling, even before it was created.

All Heaven refsunded, and bad Earth been then,
JJI{ E(?.r th b"{j ro 5.?:.]' CENECT )’! )9.” ==

In how fublime andjl{‘t a manner does he afterwards deferibe the
whole Heaven fhaking under the wheels of the Mefliah’s chariot, with
that exception of the throne of God?

~Ouder bis burning wheels
The fledfaff Empyrean ﬂ ok throughont,
Al bur thethrowe it felf of God

Notwithftanding the Mefliah appears cloathed with fo much terror and
majefty,  the Poet has ftill found means to make his Readers conceive an
idea of him beyond what he himfelf was able to defcribe.

et half bis flrength he put siot forth; but checks
His thunder in mid wolly, for be meant
Not. to defiroy, but veot them ont of Heav'n.

In a word, Milton's genius, which wasfo great in it {elf, and fo ftvength-
ened by all the  helps of learning, appears in this book every way equal
to his fubjeét, which was the moft {fublime that could enter into the
thoughts of a' Poet. * As he knew all the drts of affecting the mind, he
knew it was neceffary to give it certain refling-places and opportunities
of recovering it felf from time to time: he has therefore with great ad-
drefs interfperfed feveral fpeeches, refletions, fimilitudes, and the like
reliefs, to diverfifie his narration, and eafe the attention.of the Reader,
that he might come frefh to his great action; and by fuch a contraft of
ideas, havea more lively tafte of the nobler parts of his defcription.
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