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IN° 339.  Saturday, March 29.

------- Ut his. exxordia primis
Ommia, et ipfe tener Mund: concreverit orbis.
Tum durare [olum et difcludere Nerea ponto
Ceeperst, et verum paullatim fumere formas. Virg,

ONGINTS has obferved, that there may be a loftinefs in fen
I timents, where there is no paffion, and brings inftances out of ap-

tient Authors to fupport this his opinion. The pathetic, as that
great Critic obferves, may animate and inflame the fublime, but is not
effential toit. Accordingly, as he further remarks, we very often find
that thofe who excel moft in ftirring up the paffions, very often want
the talent of writing in the great and fublime manner; and fo on the
contrary. Mzlfon has thewn himfelf a Mafter in both thefe ways of writ-
ing. The feventh book, which we are now entering upon, is an in-
ftance of that fublime which is not mixt and worked up with paffion.
The Author appears in a kind of compofed and fedate majefty ; and
though the fentiments do not give {o great an emotion as thofe in the
former book, they abound with as magnificent ideas. The fixth book,
like a troubled ocean, reprefents greatnefs in confufion; the {feventh af-
feéts the imagination like the ocean in a calm, and &ils the mind of the
Reader, without producing in it any thing like tumult or agitation.

‘The Critic above-mentioned, among the rules which he lays dewn for
fucceeding in the fublime way of writing, propofes to his Reader; that
he fhould imitate the moft celebrated Authors who have gone before
him, and been engaged in works of the fame nature ; as in particular
that if he writes on a poetical fubje®, he fhould confider how Homer

would have fpoken on fuch an occafion. By this means one great Genius
often catches the flame from another, ai

1d writes in his {pirit without
copying fervilely after him. There are a thoufand thining paffages in
Firgil, which have been lighted up by Homer,

Milter,
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Milton, though his own natural ftrength of Genius was capable of fur-
nifhing out a perfec work, has doubtlefs very much raifed and ennobled
his conceptions, by fuch an imitation as that which Lo#ginus has recom-
mended.

In this book, which gives us an account of the fix days works, the
Poet received but very few affiftances from heathen writers, who were
firangers to the wonders of Creation. But as there are many glorious
firokes of Poetry upon this {fubject in holy Wirit, the Author has num-
berlefs allufions to them through the whole courfe of this book. The

reat Critic I have before mentioned, though an heathen, has taken no-
tice of the fublime manner in which the Law-giver of the Fews has de-
feribed the Creation in the fir{t chapter of Gene/is ; and there are many
other paflages in Scripture, which rife up in the fame majefty, where this
fubject is touched upon. Milton has fhesvn his judgment very remarka-
bly, in making ufe of fuch of thefe as were proper for his Poem, and in
duly qualifying thofe high ftrains of eaftern Poetry, which were fuited to
Readers whofe imaginations were fet to an higher pitch, than thofe of
colder climates.

Adam’s Speech to the Angel, wherein he defires an account of what
had paffed within the Regions of Nature before the Creation, is very
great and folemn. The following lines, in which he tells him, that the
day is not too far fpent for him to enter upon {uch a fubje&, are exqui-
fite in their kind. -

And the great light of day yet wants to rin

Much of his race though fleep, fufpenfe in Heav'n
Held by thy woice, thy potent voice he hears,

And longer will delay to bear thee tell

His generation, &e.

The Angel's encouraging our firft Parents in a modeft purfuit after
Knowledge, with the caufes which he affigns for the Creation of the
world, are very juft and beautiful. The Meffiah, by whom, as we are
told in Scripture, the worlds were made, comes forth in the power of
his Father, {furrounded with an Hoft of Angels, and cloathed with fuch
a Majefty as becomes his entering upon a work, which, according to
our conceptions, appears the utmoft exertion of Omnipotence. What
a beautiful defcription has our Author raifed upon that hint in one of
the Prophets ; 4nd behold there came. four Chariots out from between
two Mountains, and the Mountains were Mounzains of Brafs.

Abont
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Abont his chariot wnmberleferwere povr'd
Cherub end Seraphy porestatesand thranes,
And virtaes, winged [pirits, and chariots wing'd,
, Lrom the armoury of God, where fland of oid
Myriads between twodragen mountains lodg'd
Againft a filenm dayy barnéft ar hand ;
Ceteftial equipagey and noww came forth
Spontaneous, for wisin them [pirit liv'd
Attendant on their Lord: Heav'n open’d wide
Her ever-during gates, barmonious found
On golden binges moving

1 have before taken notice of thefe chariots of ‘God, ahd of thefe
gates of Heaven, and thall here only.add, that Homer givesus the fame
idea of the latter as opening oF themfelves, though he afterwards takes
off from it, by telling us, that the Homrs firft of all removed thofe pros
digious heaps of clouds which lay as a barrier before them. .

I do not know any thing in the whole Poem moré {ublime than:the
defcription which follows, where the Mefliah is reprefented at ithe léad
of his Angels, as looking down into the Chass, calming its confufion,
riding into the midft of it, and drawing the firft out-line of the Creas
tion, '

On beav'nly ground they flood, and from the fhore
- They vtew'd the vaft immeafurable abyfs
Qutrageous as a fea, dark, wafteful, wild,
Vp from the bottom turn'd by furious winds
And furging waves, as mountains to affautt
Heav'ns height, and with the center mix the pole.
Silence ye troubled waves, and thou decp, peace,
Said then th omnific word, your difeord end:
Nor flaid, but on the wings of Cherubim
Vp-lifred, in paternal glory vode
Far inte Chaos, and the world unborn s
For Chaos beard bis woice : him all bis tiain
Follow'd in bright proceflion to behold
Creation, and the wonders of bis might.
Then flaid the fervid wheels, and in bis band
He toak the golden compaffes, prepared
An God's eternal flore, to circumfiribe

This
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This univer (e, and all cveated things:

One foot he center’dy and the ether turi'd
Round through the vaft profundity obfeure;

Aud faidy; Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds,
This be thy juft circumference, .o World.

The thought of the golden, compafles is conceived altogether in Ho-
mer’s fpirit, and is a very moble incident in this wonderful defcription.
Homer, when he {peaks of the Gods, afcribes to them feveral arms and
snftruments with the fame greatnefs of imagination. .Let the Reader on-
ly perufe the defcription of Miscrva's Aigis, or Buckler, in the fifth
book of the Iliad, with her fpear which would overturn whole iquadrons,
and her helmet that was futhicient to cover an army drawn out of an
hundred cities: the golden compafles in the above-mentioned paffage ap-

ear 2 very natural inftrument in the hand of him, whom P/lsfo fome-
where calls the Divine Geometrician. As Poetry delights in cloathing
abftraGed Ideas in allegories and fenfible images, we find a magnificent
defeription of the Creation formed after the fame manner in one of the
Prophets, wherein he defcribes the Almighty Architect as meafuring the
waters in the hollow of his hand, meeting out the heavens with his {pan,
comprehending the duft of the earth in a meafure, weighing the mount-
ains in fcales, and the hills in a balance. * Another of themdeferibing the
Supreme Being in this great work of Creation, reprefents him as laying
the foundations of the earth, and firetching a line upon'it. - And in ano-
ther place as garnithing the Heavens, ftretching out the North over the
empty place, and hangingthe Farth upon nothing. This laft noble thought
Milton has exprefled in the following verfe.

And Earth felf-balanc’d on her center bung.

The beauties of defcription in this book lie fo wery thick, that it is
impoflible to enumerate them in this paper. ‘The Poet has employed on
them the whole energy of our tongue. The feveral great icenes of the
Creation rife up to view one after another, in fuch a manner, that the
reader feems prefent at this wonderful werk, and to aflift among the
choirs of Angels, who are the fpectators of it. How glorious is the con-
clufion of the firlk day. g
Thus was the firft day Ev'n and Mora.
Non paft uncelebrated@nor unfung
By the celeflial choirsy when orient bght

.Exba!iﬁg
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Exhaling firfl from darknefs they bebeld;
Birth-day of HeaV'n and Earth; with joy and fbous
The bollow univerfal ovb they fill'd,

We have the fame elevation of thought in the third day; when the
mountains were brought forth, and the deep was made.

Immediately the mountains buge appear
Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave
Into the cloudss their tops afcend the sky:

So bigh as beav'd the tumid bills, (o low
Down funk a bollow bottom broad and deep,
Capacions bed of waters

We have salfo the rifing of the whole vegetable world defcribed in this
day’s work, which is filled with all the Graces that other Poets have la-
vithed on their defeription of the Spring, and leads the reader’s imagina
tion into a Theatre equally furprizing and beautiful.

The feveral glories of the Heavens make their appearance on the fourth
day.

Firft in bis Eaft the glovious lamp was feen
Regent of day, and all the horizon round
Invefled with bright vays, jocund to run

His longitude thro’ Heav'n's high rode: the gray
Dawn, and the Pleiades before bim danced
Shedding fiveer infiuence: lefi bright the Moon,
But gppofite in levell’d Weft was fet,

His mirvor, with full face borrowing ber light
From bim, for other light Jbe needed none

In that afpeét, and [Fill the diffance keeps

Till nights thew in the Eaft ber turn [be fhines
Revolv'd on Heav'n's great axle, and ber reign
With thonfand leffer lights dividual bolds,

With thoufand thoufand flars that then appear’d
Spangling the Hemifpbere

One would wonder how the Poet could be fo concife in his deferipti-
on of the Six days works, as to comprehend them within the bounds of
an Epifode, and at the fame time fo particular, as to give us a lively idea
of them. ~ This is ftill more remarkable in hig account of the fifth and
fixth days, in which he has drawn out to our view the whole animal

creation,
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creation, from the Reptil to the Behemoth. - As the Lion and:the Le-
viathan are two of the nobleft produtions in the world of living
creatures, the Reader will find a moft exquifite {pirit of poetry in the
account which our Author gives us of them. The fixth day concludes
with the Formation of man, upon which the Angel takes occafion, as he
did after the battel in heaven; to remind 4dam of his obedience, which
was the principal defign of this his vifit.

The Poet afterwards reprefents the Mefliah returning into Heaven,
and taking a furvey of his great work. There is fomething inexprefli-
bly {ublime in this part of the Poem, where the Author defcribes that
great period of time, filled with fo many glorious circumftances: when
the heavens and earth were finithed; when the Mefliah afcended up in
triumph through the everlafting gates; when he looked down with plea-
fure upon this new creation; when every part of nature feemed to re-
joice in its exiftence; when the morning ftars fang together, and all the
fons of God fhouted for joy.

8o ev'n and morn accomplifli'd the fixth day:
Zet not till the Creator from bis work
Defifting, tho' unwearied, up return'd,

“Vp to the Heav'n of Heav'ns bis high abode,
Thence to behold this new created worid

T addivion of bis Empire; how it fhew'd

In profpect from bis throne, how goods how fairs
Anfwering bis great idea. “Up be rode
£otow'd with acclamation and the found
Sympbonious of ten thoufand barps that tuned
Angelic harmonzes: the earth, the air
Refounding, (thou remember'fl, for thou heard' f)
The Heavens and all the Conflellations rung,
The Planets in their flation liff'ning ffood,

W hile the bright pomp aftended jubilant.

Open ye everiafting gates, they fung,

Open ye Heav'ns, your living doors, let in

The great Creator from bis work veturn'd
Magnificent, bis (Ix days work, a world.

I cannot conclude this book uponthe  Creation, without mentioning. a
Poem which has lately appeared under that title. The work was un-
dertaken with fo good an intention, and is executed with fo great a ma-

Vaur. III Xx ftery,
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{tery, that it deferves to be looked upon'as one of the moft ufeful and
noble produttions in - our Englifb. verle. ‘The Reader ‘cannotbut be
pleafed to find the depths of Philofophy enlivened with all the .charms of
Poetty, and to fee fo great a firength of reafon, amidit fo beautiful a
redundancy of the imagination. The Author has fhewn us that defign
inall the works of Nature, which neceflarily leads us-to' the knowledge
of its firlt caufe. In fhort, he hasilluftratéd, by numberlefs and incon-
teftable inftances, ‘that ‘divine wifdom; which the fon of \Sir2ch has {o no-
bly afctibed to the fupreme Being in’his formation of the world, when
he tells us, that be created bery and faw ber, and numbered her; andpoy.
red her-out upon all his works.

-

N° 345, Saturday, April 5.

Santlins hic animal, mentifgue capacins alie
Deirat adbue, et quod.dyninars in catera pojfet.
Natus homo eft-===-—=- : Ov. Met.

H E accounts which Rapbael gives of the battel of Angels,and the
i Creation of the world, have in them thofe qualifications which
the Critics judge requifite to an Epifode. - They are nearly re-
lated to the principal Adtion, and have a juft connection with the Fable.
The eighth book opens with a beautiful defcription of the impreffion
which this difcourfe of the Arch-angel made on our firlt Parents. Adam
afterwards, by a very natural Curiofity, enquires concerning the motions
of thofe Celeftial bodies which make the moft glorious appearance
among the fix days works. The Poet here, with a great deal of arf
reprefents Eveas withdrawing from this part of their converfation to
amufements more {uitable to her fex. He well knew, that the Epifode
in this book, which is filled with' 4dam’s account of his paffion and
elteem for Eve, would have beenimproper for her hearing, and has there-
fore devifed very jult and beautiful reafons for her retiring,
Jo
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