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346 T SPECTATOR N3

{tery, that it deferves to be looked upon'as one of the moft ufeful and
noble produttions in - our Englifb. verle. ‘The Reader ‘cannotbut be
pleafed to find the depths of Philofophy enlivened with all the .charms of
Poetty, and to fee fo great a firength of reafon, amidit fo beautiful a
redundancy of the imagination. The Author has fhewn us that defign
inall the works of Nature, which neceflarily leads us-to' the knowledge
of its firlt caufe. In fhort, he hasilluftratéd, by numberlefs and incon-
teftable inftances, ‘that ‘divine wifdom; which the fon of \Sir2ch has {o no-
bly afctibed to the fupreme Being in’his formation of the world, when
he tells us, that be created bery and faw ber, and numbered her; andpoy.
red her-out upon all his works.

-

N° 345, Saturday, April 5.

Santlins hic animal, mentifgue capacins alie
Deirat adbue, et quod.dyninars in catera pojfet.
Natus homo eft-===-—=- : Ov. Met.

H E accounts which Rapbael gives of the battel of Angels,and the
i Creation of the world, have in them thofe qualifications which
the Critics judge requifite to an Epifode. - They are nearly re-
lated to the principal Adtion, and have a juft connection with the Fable.
The eighth book opens with a beautiful defcription of the impreffion
which this difcourfe of the Arch-angel made on our firlt Parents. Adam
afterwards, by a very natural Curiofity, enquires concerning the motions
of thofe Celeftial bodies which make the moft glorious appearance
among the fix days works. The Poet here, with a great deal of arf
reprefents Eveas withdrawing from this part of their converfation to
amufements more {uitable to her fex. He well knew, that the Epifode
in this book, which is filled with' 4dam’s account of his paffion and
elteem for Eve, would have beenimproper for her hearing, and has there-
fore devifed very jult and beautiful reafons for her retiring,
Jo
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8o fpake our Sire, and by bis count’nance feem’'d
Eutring on fludious thoughts abflrufe: which Eve
Perceiving where Jbe [at retived in fight,

With lowlhinefs majeflic from ber feat,

And grace that won who faw to wifb ber flay,
Rofe, and went forth among ber fruits and flowers,
To vifit how they profper'd, bud and bloom,

Her nurféry: they at ber coming (prung,

And touch'd by ber fair tendance gladiier grew.
Ter went fbe not, as not with fuch difeonrfe
Delighted, or not capable ber ear

Of what was high: fuch pleafure fbe referv'd,
Adam relating, fbe [ole auditre(G;

Her busband the relater [be preferr'd

Before the dngel, and of him to ask

Chofé rather: be, fbe knew, would intermix
Grateful digrefions, and folve high difpute

With conjugal careffes; from bis lip

Not words alone pleafed hey. O. when meet now
Such pairs in love, and mutual bonour joywd!

The Angel’s returning a doubtful anfwer to 4dax’s enquiries, was not
only proper for the moral reafon which-the Poet afligns, but. becaufe it
would have been highly abfurd to have given the fanétion of an Arch-
angel to any particular fyftem of philefophy.” The chief points in the
Ptolemaic and Copernican hypothefis are defcribed with great concife-
efs and perfpicuity, and at the fame time dreflfed in very pleafing and
poetical images.

Adam, to detain the Angel, enters afterwards upon his own hiftory,
and relates to him the circumftances in which ‘he found himfelf upon
his creation; as alfo his converfation with his Maker, and his firft meet-
ing with Eve. There is no part of the Poem more apt to raife the at-
tention of the reader, than this difcourfe of our great' anceftor; as no-
thing can be more furprizing and delightful to us, than to hear the fen-
timents that arofe in the firft man while he was yet new and frefh from
the hands of his Creator. The Poet has-interwoven every thing which is
delivered upon thisfubjeét in holy writ with fo many beautiful imaginations
of his awn, that nothing can be conceived more juft and natural than this
whole Epifode. As our Author knew this fubjeét could not but be agree-
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able to his Reader, he would not throw it into the relation of the fix
days works, but referved it for a diftinét Epifode, that he might have an
opportunity of expatiating upen it more at large. Before I enter on this
part of the Poem, I cannot but' take notice of two fhining pafiages in
the dialogue between Adam and the Angel. The firlt is that wherein
our Anceftor gives an account of the pleafure he took in converfing with
him, which contains a very noble moral.

For while I fit with rhee, T feem in beav'n,
And fweeter thy difconrfe is to my car

Lhan fruits of palm-tree pleafanteft te thirf?
And bunger, both from laboury at the bour

OF [fuweet repaft; they fatiate, and foon flf,
Tho' pleafant ;s but thy wirds with grace divine
Imbw'd, bring to their [fweetnefé no fatiety.

The other T fhall mention is that in. which the Angel gives a reafon
why he fhould be glad to hear the {tory 4dam was about to relate,

For I that day was abfent, as befell,

Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfeure,

Far on excurfion towards the gates of bell,
Squar'd in full legion (fich command we bad)
To fee that none thence iffued forth a fpy,

Or enemy, while God was in bis work,

Left be, incenft at fuch eruption bold,
Deftruction with creation might bave mix’'d,

There is no queftion but our Poet drew the image in what follows
from that in argils fixth book, where #neas and the Sibyl ftand be-
fore the Adamantine Gates, which are there defcribed as fhut upon the
place of torments, and liften to the groans, the clank of chains, and the

noife of iron whips, that were heard in thofe regions of ruine and for-
Tow,

Faft we found, faft fout

The difinal Gates, and barricadoed firong ;
But long 'er our approaching heard within
Noife, other than the found of dance or Sfong, '
Torment, and lond lament, and furions rage.
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Adam then proceeds to give an account of his condition and fenti-
ments immediately after his Creation. - How agreeably does he'reprefent
the pofture in which he found himfelf; the delightful'L.andskip that fur-

rounded ‘him, and the gladnefs of heart' which grew up in 'him on that
occalion.

As new waked from foundeff flecp,
Soft on the flowry herb I found me laid
In balmy [(weat, which with his beams the Sun
Soon driedy and the reaking moiflure fed.
Streight toward heav'n my wondering eves I turn'd,
And gaz'd awhile the ample sky, till raisd
By quick inflinctive motion up I [prung,
As thitherward endeavonring, and upright
Stood on my feet : about me round I faw
Hill, dale, and Jbady woeods, and funny plains,
And liquid lapfe of murmuring flreams; by thefe,
Creatures that liv'd, and mov'd, and walk'd, or flow,
Birds on the branches warbling 5 all things fnil'd :
With fragrance and with joy my heart o’erflow'd.

Adam. is afterwards defcribed as furprized at his own Exiftence, and
taking a Survey of himfelf, and of all the works of Nature. He like-
wife is reprefented as difcovering by the light of Reafon, that he and
every thing about him muft have been the effe of fome Being infinitely
good and powerful, and that this Being had a right to his worfhip and
adoration. His firft addrefs to the Sun, and to thofe parts of the Crea-

tion which made the moft diftinguifhed figure, is very natural and amufing
to the imagination.

——Thou Sun, faid I, fair light,

And thow enlight'ned earth, fo fre/b and gay,
Xe bills and dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains,
And ye that live and move, fair creatures tell,
Tell if you faw, how came I thus, bow here ?

His next Sentiment, when upon his firft going to fleep, he fancies him-
felf lofing his Exiftence, and falling away into nothing, can never be fuf-
ficiently admired. His Dream, in which he ftill preferves the confciouf-
nefs of his Exiftence, together with his removal into the Garden which
Was prepared for his reception, are alfo circumftances finely imaged, and
grounded upon what is delivered in facred ftory. Thefe
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Thefe and the like wonderful incidents in this part of the work, have
in them all the Beauties of Novelty, at the fame time that they have aj|
the Graces of Nature, They are fuch as none but a great Genius could
have thought of, though, upon the perufal of them, they feem to rife of
themfelves from the fubjeét of which he treats. In a word, though they
are Natural they are not Obvious, which is the true charaéter of all fine
writing.

The impreflion which the interdition of the Tree of Life left in the
mind of our firft Parent, is defcribed with great {trength and judgment ;
as the image of the feveral beaflts and birds pafling in review before him
1s very beautiful' and lively. s

Each bird and beaft bebold

Approaching two and two, thefé cowring low

With blandifoment ; each bird floop'd on his wing :
I nam’'d them as they pafs'd

Adam, in the next place,” defcribes a conference which he held with
his Maker upon the fubject of Solitude. The Poet here reprefents the
fupreme Being, as making an Effay of his own work, and putting to the
tryal that Reafoning faculty with which he had endued his Creature.
Adaw urges, in this divine Colloquy, the impoflibility of his being hap-
py, though he'was the Inhabitant of Psradife, and Lord of the whole
Creation, without the cohverfation and fociety of fome rational creature,
who thould partake thofe bleflings with him, This Dialogue, which is
fupported chiefly by the beauty of the thoughts, without other poetical
ornaments, is as fine a part as any in the whole Poem: 'the -more the
Reader examines the juiftnefs. and delicacy of its Sentiments,” the more
he will find himfelf' pleafed with it. The Poet has wonderfully preferved
the charatter of Majefty and Condefcenfion in the Creator, and at the
{ame time that of Humility and Adoration in the Creature,, as particularly
in the following lines,

Thus I prefumptuous 5 and the vifim bright,

As with a_finile move brightned, thus reply'd, &,
1 wirh leave of. [peech implor'd

And bumble deprecation thus reply'd.

Let not my words offend thee, heavenly power,
My Maker, be propitious while I fpeak, &c.

Adam
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Adam then proceeds to:give san account .of his {econd {leep, and of

the Dream in which he beheld. the formation. of Ewe. « The new pallion

that was awakened in him at the fight of heris touched very finely.

Vuder bis forming bands a Creature grew,
Manlike, but different fex s (6 lovely fair,

That what [(eem’d fair in all the world, [eem'd now
Mean, or in ber fumm'd up, in ber contain’d,

And in her looks, which from that time infusid:
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before,

And into all things from her air infpir'd

The f[pirit of love and amorous delight.

Adam’s diftrefs upon lofing fight' of this beautiful Phantotn; with his
exclamations of joy and gratitude at the difcovery ‘of a real Creature,
who refembled the apparition which had' been prefented to him in his
dream ; the approaches he makes to her, and his.manner of courtihip,
are all laid together in a moft exquifite propriety of Sentiments.

Though this part of the Poem is worked up with great’ warmth and
fpirit, the love which is defcribed in it is every way fuitable to a ftate of
innocence. If the Reader compares the defcription which Adam here
gives of his leading Ewve to the nuptial bower, with that which Mr.
Dryden has made on the fame occafion in a Scene of his Fall of Man,he
will be fenfible of the great care which Mi/ton took toavoid all thoughts
on fo delicate a fubjet, that might be offenfive to religion or good man-
ners. - The Sentiments are chafte; but not cold, and convey to the mind
ideas of the moft tranfporting paffion, and of the greateft purity. What
a noble mixture of rapture and innocence has the Author joined toge-
ther, in the refleftion which 4dam makes.on the pleafures of love, com-
pared to thofe of fenfe. '

Thus bave I told thee all my flate, and brought
My flory to the fum of earthly Blifs
Which I enjoy, and muft confefs to find
In all things elfe delight indeed, but fuch
As us'd or not, works in the mind no change;
Nor vebement defire, thefe delicacies
I mean of tafte, fight, [mell, berbs, fruits and flowers,
Walks, and the melody of birds; but bere
Far otherwife, tranfported I bebold,
Tran/-
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Traufported touch, here paffion firft 1 feit,
Commotion [irange; in all enjoyments elfe
Superiour and unmov'd, here only weak
Againfl the charsm of Beauty's pewerful glance.
Or Nature farl'd in me, and left fome part
Not proof enough fuch objeit to fuflain,
Or from my fide [wbduiting, took perbaps
More thar enough; at leaft on ber beflow'd
Too much of ornament, in outward fhew
Elaborate, of inward lefs exall.

When I approach

Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute fbe feems

And in berfelf compleat, fo wellto know
Her own, that what [be wills to door fay
Seems wifefl, virtuonfeft, difereetefl, beft;
All bigher knowledge in ber prefence falls
Degraded : Wifdom in difeconrfe with ber
Lojés difcountenanc'd, and like folly fhews ;
Antbority and Reafin on ber wait,

As oue mutended firft, not afier viade
Occafionally; and to confummate all,
Greatnefs of mind, and noblenefs thewr feat
Build in ber lovelieft, and create an awe
About bery as a guard angelic plac'd.

The SPECTATO R
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‘Thefe Sentiments of love, in our firft Parent, gavethe Angel fuch an
infight into humane nature, that he feems apprehenfive of the evils which
might befal the {pecies in general, as well as Adem in particalar, from
the excefs of this paflion. He therefore fortifies him againt it by timely
admonitions ; which very artfully prepare the mind of the Reader for
the occurrences of the next book, where the weaknefs, of which 4dam
here gives fuch diftant difcoveries, brings about that fatal event which is

the fubject of the Poem. His difcourfe, which follows the gentle re-

buke he received from the Angel, fhews that his love, however violent

it might appear, was flill founded. in Reafon, and. confequently not im-
proper for ‘Paradife.

Neither her outfide form [o fair, nor ought
In procreation common to all kmds
(Though higher of the genial bed by fur,

And
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And with myfterions reverence I deem)

8o much delights me as thofé graceful aéts,
Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow

From all her words and aitions mixt with love
And fiweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd
Onion of mind, or in us both one foul;
Harmony to bebold in wedded pair.

Adam’s {peech, at parting with the Angel, has in it a deference and
gratitude agreeable to an inferior nature, and at the fame time a certain
dignity and greatnefs fuitable to the Father of mankind in his ftate of
Innocence.

N° 351.  Saturday, April 12.

—mmm== 11 te ommnis domus tnclinata recumbit, Virg.

F we look into the three great heroic Poems which have appeared in
the world, we may obferve that they are built upon very flight foun-
dations. FHomer lived near 300 years after the Trojen war, and, as

the writing of hiftory was not then in ufe among the Greeks, we may
very well fuppofe, that the tradition of Aechilles and V/yffes had brought
down but very few particulars to his knowledge, though there is no
queftion but he has wrought into his two Poems fuch of their remark-
able adventures as were flill talked of among his contemporaries.

The ftory of Aneas, on which Firgil founded his Poem, was likewife
very bare of circumftances, and by that means afforded him an opportu-
nity of embellithing it with fition, and giving a full range to his own
invention. We find, however, that he has interwoven, in the courfe of
his Fable, the principal particulars, which were generally believed among
the Romans, of Asneas his voyage and fettlement in fzaly.

The Reader may find an abridgment of the whole ftory as colleéted
out of the antient Hiftorians, and as it was received among the Romans,
in Dionyfins Halicarnaffeus.

Vou. IIL Yy Since
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