UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

N° 351. Saturday, April 12.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53621

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53621

Ne'g4s. The SPECTATOR 353

And with myfterions reverence I deem)

8o much delights me as thofé graceful aéts,
Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow

From all her words and aitions mixt with love
And fiweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd
Onion of mind, or in us both one foul;
Harmony to bebold in wedded pair.

Adam’s {peech, at parting with the Angel, has in it a deference and
gratitude agreeable to an inferior nature, and at the fame time a certain
dignity and greatnefs fuitable to the Father of mankind in his ftate of
Innocence.

N° 351.  Saturday, April 12.

—mmm== 11 te ommnis domus tnclinata recumbit, Virg.

F we look into the three great heroic Poems which have appeared in
the world, we may obferve that they are built upon very flight foun-
dations. FHomer lived near 300 years after the Trojen war, and, as

the writing of hiftory was not then in ufe among the Greeks, we may
very well fuppofe, that the tradition of Aechilles and V/yffes had brought
down but very few particulars to his knowledge, though there is no
queftion but he has wrought into his two Poems fuch of their remark-
able adventures as were flill talked of among his contemporaries.

The ftory of Aneas, on which Firgil founded his Poem, was likewife
very bare of circumftances, and by that means afforded him an opportu-
nity of embellithing it with fition, and giving a full range to his own
invention. We find, however, that he has interwoven, in the courfe of
his Fable, the principal particulars, which were generally believed among
the Romans, of Asneas his voyage and fettlement in fzaly.

The Reader may find an abridgment of the whole ftory as colleéted
out of the antient Hiftorians, and as it was received among the Romans,
in Dionyfins Halicarnaffeus.
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Since none of the Critics have eonfidered #ingil's Fable, with relation
to this hiftory of Zineas; it may not, perhaps, be amifs to examine it in
this light, fo far as it regards. my prefent purpofe..  Whoever looks into
the abridgment above-mentioned, - will find that the charatter of AFneqs
is filled with piety to'the Gods, and a fuperflitious obfervation of prodi-
gies, oracles, and predi&ions; | #isgithas not only preferved this cha-
raéter in the perfon of Ereas, buthas givena place.in his Pogmto thofe
particular_prophecies which he, found recorded of him in hiftory and
tradition. The Poet took fhie matters of fact as they came down 16 him,
and circumftanced them after Iis own manner, ro make them appear the
more natural, agreeable, or furptizing. I believe very many readers have
been fhocked at that ludicrous Prophecy, which one of the Harpzespro-
nounces to the 77gjans in the third book, namely, that before they had
builc theis-intended city, they.thould be reduced by hunger to eat their
very Tables. - But, when they hear this was one of the circumfltances
that had been tranfimieted to the Remans in the hiltery of ZEneas, they
will think the Poet did very'well in taking notice of it.- Thé hiftorian

above-mentioned acquaints us, a Prophetefs had foretold Zneas, that he

thould take his voyage weftward, till his CD"ﬂP’lnlOHS thould  eat their
Tables;/ and that accordingly; wpon his landing inJraly, as they were
eating their fleth upon cakes of bread, for want of other conveniencies,
they afterwards fed on the cakes themfelves; upon which one of the
company faid-merrily, /e are vating onr Tables. . 'They immediately took
the ‘hint, fays the Hiftorian,»and sconcluded the propheey to be fuldlled,
As Virgildidunot: think it ‘proper to omitfo material a particular in the
hiftory .of .dineas, it :may be worth while to confider with how. much
judgment he has qualified it, and taken off every thing that might have
appeared improper for a paffage in-an HeroiciPoem. = The Prophetefs
who foretells itois an hungry Harpy; ' as the Perfon who difcovers it is
young Afeanius.

Heus etiam meufas confumimus, inguit Tulus.

Such an obfervation, which is beautiful in the mouth of a boy, wonld
have been ridiculousfrom any other in the company. . I am apt to think
that the changing of the Trojan Fleet into Water-Nymphs, which is the
moft violent Machine in the whole Ziveid, and hias given offence. to {e-
veral Critics, may beaccounted for the fame way. ergd himfelf; before
he begins that relation, premifes that what he was going to tell, appeared
incredible, but that it was juftified by tradition, W hat further confitms
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me that this change of the Fleet was a celebrated circtim{taneein’ the hi-
ftory of Aineas is, that Owid has given a place to thefame Met amorphofis
in his account of the heathen Mythology. ‘ :

None of the Critics I have met with having confidered the Fible of the
Aneid in this light, and taken notice' How the tradition, on which'it was
founded, authorizés thofe parts in'it which appeat the moft exceptiona-
bles: I hope the length of ¢his reflection will not make it tnacceptable
to the curious part of my Readers.

The hiftory, which was the bafis of Mé/ten’s Poem, is {till fhorter than
gither that of the llied or &neid. The Poet has likewife taken care to
infert every  circamitance of it in the body of ‘his Fable. . The ninth
book, ‘which we are here to confider, is raifed upon that bri¢f account
in Scripture, wherein we are told that.the Serpent was more fubtle than
any beaft of the field, that he tempted the Woman to eat of the forbid-
den fruit, that the was overcome by this temptation, and that .4dem fol-
lowed her example. From thefe few particulars Milfon has formed one
of the moft entertaining Fables that Invention ever praoduced.  He has
difpofed of thefe feveral circumflances among {o miany agreeable and na-
tural fictions of his own, that his whole ftary looks anly fike 2 Comment
upen facred writ, or rather feems to be a full and compleat relation of
what the other is only an Epitome. I have infifted the longer on this
confideration, as Tlook upon the difpofition and contrivance of the Fa-
ble'to be the principal beauty of the ninth book, which has more Szory
ity and is fuller of incidents, than any otherin ‘the whole Poem.~ &
taw's ‘traverfing the globe, and flill keeping within the fhadow of the
night; as fearing to be difcovered by the Angel of the Sun, who had be-
fore detected him, 1is.one of thofe beautiful imaginations'with which he
introduces this his fecond feries of adventures. Having examined the
mture of every creature, and found out one which’was the moft proper
for his purpofe, he again returns to ‘Paradife; and; to aveid difcovery,
fimks by nmight with a river that ran under the Garden, and rifes up again
through a fountain that iffued from it by the Tree of Life. . The Poet,
who, as we have before taken notice, {peaks as litile as_pofiible in his
own perfon, and, after the example of Homer, ‘fills every part of his
work with manners and charafers; introduces a Soliloguy. of ‘this infer-
nl agent, who was thus reftlefs in the deftru&ion of man. He is then
deferibed as gliding through the Garden under the refeniblance of a mift,
inorder to find out that creature in which he defigned to tempt our firft
Parents, This defcription Has fomething in it very poetical and furprizing,

Yy 2 Se
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8o faying, through each thicket dank or dry

Like a black mift, low creeping, be beld on

His midnight fearch, where. fooneft be might find
The Serpent : him faft flecping faon bhe found

In labyrinth of many a round: felf-roll'd,

His head the midft, well ffor'd with fubtle wiles.

The Author afterwards gives us a defcription of the Morning, which
is wonderfully fuitable to a divine Poem, and peculiar to that firft feafon
of nature : he reprefentsithe earth before it was cur{t as a great Altar
breathing out its Incenfe from all parts, and fending up a pleafant fa-
vour to the noftrils of its Creator; to which he adds a noble idea of
Adam and Ewve, as offering their morning worfhip, and filling up the uni-
verfal confort of praife and adoration,

Now when as facred light began to dawn

In Eden on the bumid flowers, that breathed
Thesr morning incenfe, when all things that breathe
From th Eartl's great Altar [end up ([ilent praife
To the Creator, and his noftrils fill

With grateful fimell; forth came the buman pair,
And join their vocal worfbip to the choir

Of creatures wanting voice

The difpute which follows between our two firft Parents is reprefent-
ed with great art: it proceeds from a difference of judgment, not of
paffion, and is managed with reafon, not with heat: it is fuch a difpute
as we may fuppofe might have happened in Paradife, had man continued
happy and innocent. There is great delicacy in the moralities which are
interfperfed in Adem’s difcourfe, and which the moft ordinary Reader
cannot but take notice of. The force of love which the Father of man-
kind fo finely defcribes in the eighth book, and which is inferted in the
foregoing paper, fhews it felf here in many fine inftances : as in thofe fond
regards he caft towards Eve at her parting from him.

Her Iong with avdent look bis eye purfued
Delighted, but defiring more ber Sfay.

Oft be to her bis charge of quick return
Repeated ; fbe to bhim as oft engaged

To be return’d by noon amid the bowre.

In his impatience and amufement during her abfence.
—— Adam
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Adam rhe while
Waiting defirous ber return, had wove
Of choiceft flowers a garland to adorn
Her treffes and ber rural labours crown,
As reapers oft are wont their barvefi Queen.
Great joy he promifed to bis thoughts, and new
Solace in her return, (o long delay'd.

But particularly in that paflionate {peech, where fecing her irrecovera-
bly loft, he refoives to perifh with her rather than to live without her:

~Some curfed frand

Or enemy hath beguil'd thee, yet unknown,
And wme with thee bath ruin'd, for with thee
Certain my refolution is to die;

How can 1 live without thee, how forego

Thy fweet converfe, and love [0 dearly join'd,
To live again in thefe wild woods forlorn?
Should God create another Eve, and I
Another rib afford, yet lofs of thee

Hould newer from my beart s o, no, I feel
The link of nature draw me: flefb of flefb,
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy flate
Mine never fball be parted, blifs or wae.

The beginning of this fpeech, and the preparation to ir, are animated
with the fame {piric as the conclufion, which I have here quoted.

The feveral wiles which are put in praftice by the tempter, when he
found Eve feparated from her husband, the many plealing images of Nature
which are intermixt in this part of the ftory, with its gradual and regular
progrefs to the fatal Cataftrophe, are fo very remarkable, that it would
be fuperfluous to point out their refpe&ive beauties.

[ have avoided mentioning any particular Similitudes in my remarks
on this great work, becaufe I have given a general account of them in
my paper on the fir{t book.  Thege is one, however, in this part of the
Poem which I fhall here quote, as it is not only very beautiful, but the
clofeft of any in the whole Poem; I mean that where the Serpent is de-
feribed as rolling forward in all his pride, animated by the evil fpirit,
atd conducting Eve to her deftru@ion, while, Adam was at too great a
diftance from her to give her his affiftance. Thefe feveral particulars
are all of them wrought into the following Similitude.

—— Hope
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e Hope elevates, and 303
Brightens bis creft; as whéta wamf‘rm-’r ﬁ?’r‘

Compait of unituons vapons which vhe mgér

Condenfes, aud the cobd ivivens rowndy -

Kindled through agitation ¥o w fame; T OERRAND R
(Which oft, they fay, fome evil Spirie drtendsy " )
Hovering and é!.ez.:'#g with deluffve Bghey. " s
Mifleads. th’ amaz'd. mgb:—w;md:rer Sfrom bis way,

T0 bogs and mires, .awd oft thro' pond or.pool,

There fwallow'd up and loft, fmm _ﬁ;fcam ﬁz}'

That fecret intoxication of pleafure,, Wll:h all thofe tr:mﬁent J'luﬂfungs,
of guilt and joy which the. Poet repre efents in our firft parents.upon their
eating the forbidden fruit, to thofe ﬂa.ggmgs of fpirit, damps of {forrow,
and mutual accufations which fuceceed it, are conceived with a2 wonder-
ful Imagination, and deferibed in very natural Sentiments.

When Dido in the fourth neid yielded to that fatal temptation which
ruined her, #irgil tells us the Earth wembled, the Heavens were filled
with flathes of lightning, and the Nymphs howled upon. the mountain
tops. Milton, in the fame poetical Spirit, has defcribed all Nature as
difturbed upon Eve’s eating the forbidden fruit.

So faying, ber rafb bhand in evil bour

Forth reaching to the fyuit, [be pluckt, fhe eat :
Earth felt the wound, and Natyre from ber feat
Sighing thro’ all ber -wora(,.r gave figns of  woe »
That all was loft

Upon Adam’s falling into ‘the fame gtilt; the whole Creation appurs a
fecond time in convulfions.

He firupled not 1o,eat
Againft bis better knowledge, not deceiv'd,
Bur fondly overcome with female charm.
Earth trembled from ber entrasls, as-again
Inpangs, and Nature gave a fecohd groan,
Sky Jowred,| and, mutierin [g thunder, fome fad drops
W ept at compilzating of themortal fin.

As all Natute {uffered by the guilt of our firft parents, thefe fymptoms.
of trouble and conilernation are wnndErItu imagined, not Dniy as PTO-'
digies, but as marks of her!{ympuchiling in the ¥all of manuiz g °

Adzzms
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Adam’s converfe with Ewe, after having caten the forbidden fruit, is
an-exaét copy-of that between Jupiter and Funo in the fourteenth Iliad,
Yuno there approaches Fupster with the girdie which fhe had received
from Fenns; upon which he tells her,.that fhe appeared more charming
and defirable than fhe had ever-dong before, even when their loves were
at the highelt. The Poet afterwards defcribes them as repofing on a fum-
met of mount Ide, which produced under them a bed of flowers; the
Lotus, the Crocus, and the Hyacinth,and concludes. his defcription with
their falling afleep.

Let the Reader compare this with the following paffage in Milton,
which begins-with Adwm’s {peech-to-Eve.

L For wever did thysbeanty [ince the day

M faw vhee firft and nwedded thee, ‘adormid -

Heith all perfeitions, (o inflatne mpy fenfe

W ith ardor toexpoy theey fairer mow

(Fhaw evers baunty, of £ lids viptaoss-taee.

8o faid be, and forbere not glance o7t

Of amorens itent yizedl underftaod :

ij']-_',vc, whafe eye darted contagious five.

Her hand. hel [2ifed; end.to.a fbady bauk :

Thick. over-head with werdant voof embowr'd

He led her notbing loath: flow'rs were the. <couch,

Panfies, and Violéts, and- Afphodel, ..

And Hyaciuth, earth's frafbeft fofteft lap.

There they their fill of lave,and Jove's difport

Took largely, of their muinal guilt the feal,

The folace of their fin, till dewy fleep

Oppre(s’d them

Asno Poet feems ever to have fludied Homer more, or to: have re-

fembled him in the greatnefs of genius than Mifton, 1 think T fhould
have given but a very imperfet accaunt of his beauties, if I had not ob-
ferved the moft remarkable paffages .which. look- like parallels in- thefe
two great Authors. I might, in the courfe of thefe criticifms, have taken
notice of many particular lines and expreflions which are tranflated from
the Greek Poet; butas I thought this would have appeared too minute
and over-curious, I have purpofely omitted them. The greater incidents,
however, are not only fet off by being fhewn in the fame light with fe-
veral of the fame nature in Homer, but by that means may be alfo guar-
ded againft the cavils of the taftelefs or ignorant,

Saturday,
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