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cumftance of the removal of our fir{k parents from Paradife; but though
this is.not in it felf fo. great a {fubje& as that in moit of the foregoing -
books, it is extended and diverfified with fo many furprizing incidents
and pleafing Epifodes, that thefe two laft books can by no means belook-
ed upon as unequal parts of this divine Poem. [ muit further add, that
had not AMiiton reprefcnted our fir{t ‘parents as driven out of Paradife,
his Fall of ‘man would not have ‘been compleat; and coniequently: his
Adétion would have been imperfect.

N° 369.  Saturday, May 3.

Segnidls trritant animos demifla per  aures,

Ouam que [funt oculis fubjelta fidelibus—-- . Hor.

ILTON, after having reprefented in vifion the hiftory of man-
M kind to the firft great period of nature, difpatchesthe remainingpart

of it in narration. He has devifed a very handfome reafon for
the Angel’s proceeding with Adam after this manner; though doubtlefs
the true reafon was the difficulty which the Poet would have found to
have fhadowed out fo mix'd and complicated a ftory in vifible objeéis.
I could wifh, however, that the author had done i, whatever pains it
might have coft him. To give my opinion freely, I think that the ex-
hibiting part of the hiftory of mankind in Vifion, and part in Narrative,
is as if an Hiftory-painter fhould put in colours one half of his fubject,
and write down the remaining part of it. If Milton’s Poem flags any
where, it is in this narration, where in {fome places the author has been
fo attentive to his divinity, that he has neglected his poetry. The nar-
ration, however, rifes very happily on feveral occalions, where the fub-
je€t is capable of poetical ornaments, as particularly in the confufion
which he defcribes among the builders of Babel, and in his fhort sketch
of the plagues of &gypr. The ftorm of hail and fire, with the dark-
nefs that overfpread the land for three days, are defcribed with great
firength. The beautiful paflage which follows, is raifed upon noble hints
in feriprure. —— Thus
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Thus with ten wounds
The river-dragon tamed at length fubmits
To let his fojourners depart, and oft
Humbles bis ffubborn heart, but Sl as ice
. More barden'd after thaw: till in bis rage
Purfuing whom be late difinifsd; the fea
Swallows him with bis boff, but them lets pafe
As on dry land between two cryflal walls,
Aw'd by the rod of Mofes, fo to fland
Divided
The River-dragon is an allufion to the Crocodile, which inhabits the
Nite, from whence Fgypr derives her plenty. This allufion is taken
from that fublime paffage in Ezekiel; Thus Sazth the Lord God, Behold
I am againft thee Pharaoh King of Egypt, the great Dragon that lieth
i the midfl of bis rivers, which hath Jaid, My river is mine own, and I
bave made it for my (elf. Milton has given us another very noble and
poetical image in the fame defcription, which is copied almoft word for
word out of the hiftory of Mafes.

Al night be will purfue, but bis approach
Darknefs defends betweeen till mIrRIng watch;
Then thro’ the fiery pillar and the cloud

God looking forth, will trouble all his hoft,

And craze their chariot-wheels: whes by command
Mofes once more his potent rod extends

Over the fea; the fea bis rod obeys ;

On their embattelld ranks the waves return

And overwhelm their war : —

As the principal defign of this £pifsde was to give Adam an idea of
the holy perfon, who was to re-inftate humane nature in that happinefs
and perfection from which it had fallen, the Poet confines himfelf to
the line of Zbrabham, from whence the Meffiah was to defcend. The
Angel is defcribed as feeing the Patriarch actually travelling towards the
Land of Promife, which gives a particular livelinefs to this part of the
narration,

1 fee bim, but thou canft not, with what faith
He leaves bis Gods, his [reends, bis native foil
Ur of Chaldea, pafiing now zhe ford
Vou. III Bbb 7o
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To Haran, after bim a cumbrous train

OFf herds and flocks and numerous [ervitude ;

Not wand'ring poor, but trufling all bis wealth
With God who call'd bim, in a land unknown.
Canaan he now attains, I fee bis Tents

Pitcht about Sechem, and the neighbouring plain
Of Moreh, there by promife he receives

Gifi to his progeny of all that land,

From Hamath nortbward to the deferet fouth,
(Things by their names I call, though yet unnam'd,)

As Virgis Vifion in the fixth AEneid probably gave Miltor the hint of
this whole Epifode, the laft line is a tranflation of that verfe, where 4.
chifes mentions the names of places, which they were to bear hereafter.

Hec tum nomina evunt, nuuc funt fine nomine terre.

"The Poet has very finely reprefented the joy and gladnefs of heart
which rifes in .4dam upon his difcovery of the Mefiab. As he fees his
day at a diftance through types and fhadows, he rejoices in it; but when
he finds the redemption of man compleated, and Paradife again renew-
ed, he breaks forth in rapture and tranfport,

O Goodnefs infinite, Goodnefs tmmenfe !
That all this good of evil fball produce, &ec.

I have hinted in my ﬁxth‘paper on M:lten, that an Heroic Poem, ac-
cording to the opinion of the beft Critics, ought to end happily, and leave

the mind of the Reader, after having conducted it through many doubts

and fears, forrows and difquietudes, in a ftate of tranquillity and fatisfali-
on. Miltow's Fable, which had fo many other qualifications to recom-
mend it, was deficient in this particular. It is here therefore, that the
Poet has fhewn a moft exquifite judgment, as well as the fineft invention,
by finding out a method to fupply this natural defeét in his fubjeét. Ac-
cordingly he leaves the adverfary of mankind, in the laft view which he
gives us of him, under the lowelt ftate of mortification and difappoint-
ment. We fee him chewing afhes, grovelling in the duft, and loaden
with fupernumerary pains and torments. On the contrary, our two firlt
Parents are comforted by Dreams and Vifions, cheared with promifes
of falvation, and, in a manner, raifed to a greater happinefs than that
which they had forfeited: In fhort, Sazen is reprefented miferable in the
height of his triumphs, and 4dem triumphant in the height of mifery.
Milton’s
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Miltow's Poem ends very nobly. The laft fpeeches of 4dam and the
Arch-Angel are full of moral and inftructive {fentiments. The {leep that
fell upon Ewve, and the effecs it had in quieting the diforders of her mind,
produces the fame kind of confolation in the Reader, who cannot perufe
the laft beautiful fpeech which is afcribed to the Mother of mankind,
without a fecret pleafure and fatisfaction,

Whence thou retura'fly and whither went'fly, I bnow 3
For God is alfo in fleep 5 and dreams advife,

W hich be bath fent propitious, fome great good
Prefaging, [ince with forrow and heart's diftrefs
Wearied I fell afleep : but sow lead on;

In me is no delay : with theezo go

Is to: flay bere; without thee here to [ffay

Is to go hence unwilling; thou to me

Art all things under heav'n, all places thou

Who for my wilful crime art banilh'd hence.

This farther confolation wet fecure

I carry bence; though all by me is loff,

Such favour I unworthy am vouch(af’d,

By me the promis'd Seed [pabl all veftore.

The following lines, which conclude the Poem, rife ina moft glorious
blaze of poetical images and expreflions.

Heliodorus inhis Aithiopics acquaints us, that the motion of the gods
differs from that of mortals, as the former do not {lir their feet, nor pro-
ceed ftep by ftep, but {lide over the furface of the earth by an uniform
fwimming of the whole body. The Reader may obferve with how po-
etical a defeription Milfon has attributed the fame kind of motion to the
Angels who were to take poffeflion of Paradife,

So [pake our Mother Eve, and Adam heard
Well-pleas'd, but anfwer'd not ; for now too nigh
1l Areh-Angel flood, and from the other hill
To their fix'd flation, allin bright array
The Cherubim defeended; on the ground
Gliding meteorous, as ev'ning mift,
Ris'n from a river, 0er the marifh glides,
And gathers ground fafl at the lab'rer's heel
Homeward returning. High in front advanc'd
Bbb 2 The
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The brandifb’d fivord of God before them blaz'd
Fierce as a Comet

The Author helped his invention in the following paffage, by refleting.
on the behaviour of the Angel, who, in holy Writ, has the conduét of
Lot and his family. The circumftances drawn from that relation are very
gracefully made ufe of on this occafion.

In either band the haflning Angel caught

Our ling'ring Parents, and to the caffern gate
Led them dirvect; and down the cliff” as faft
To the fubjected plain; then difappeard..
They looking back,, &c..

The {cene which our firft Parents are furprized with upon their look-
ing back on: Paradife, wonderfully ftrikes the Reader’s imagination, as.
nothing can be more natural than the tears they thed on that occafion.

They looking back, all th eaflern [ide beheld “.
Of Paradife, fo late their bappy feat, :
Wav'd gver by that flaming brand, the gate
With dreadful faces throng'd and fiery arms:
Some natural tears they dropp'dy but wiped them foon: : .
The world was all before them, where to chufe h
Their place of vefl, and Providence their guide. -

If T' might prefume to offer at the fmalleft alteration in this divine
work, I fhould think the Poem would end better with the paffage here
quoted; than with the two verfes which follow. _

They hand in band with wandring fleps and fow,. - -.
. Throngh Eden took their folitary way. : '
Thefe two verfes, though they have their beauty, fall very much be-

low the foregoing paffage, and renew in the mind of the Readerthat . |
anguith which was pretty well laid by that confideration,

The world was all before them, where to chufe "
Their place of refl, and Providence their guide, 7

The number of books in Paradife Loft is equal to thofe of the Zneid..
©ur Author in his firft edition had divided his Poem into ten books,
but afterwards broke -the feventh and the eleventh each of them into:

two different books, by the help. of fome fmall additions. This if‘eq?nd'
divifion
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divifion was made with great judgment, as any one may fee who will be
at the pains of examining it. It was not done for the fake of fuch a
chimerical beauty as that of refembling Firgi/ in this particular, bur for
the. more juft and regular difpofition of this great work.

Thofe who have read Boffu, and many of the Critics who have written
fince his time, will not pardon me if I do not find out the particular
moral which is inculcated in Paradife Loff. Though I can by no means
think, with the lalt-mentioned French Author, that an Epic Writer firft
of all pitches upon a certain moral, as the ground-work and foundation
of his Poem, and afterwards finds out a ftory toit: I am, however, of
opinion, that no juft Heroic Poem ever was, or can be made, from
whence one great moral may not be deduced. That which reigns in
Milton is the moft univerfal and moft ufeful that can be imagined ; it is
infhort this, rhat obedience to the will of God makes men bappy, and
that difobedience makes them miferable. ‘T'his is vifibly the moral of the
principal Fable which- turns upon Adam and Ewve, who continued in
Paradifé while they kept the Command that was given them, and were
driven out of it as foon as they had tranfgreflfed. This is likewife the
moral of the principal Epifode, which fhews us how an innumerable
multitude of Angels fell from their {tate of blifs, and were caft into hell,
upon. their difobedience, Befides this great moral, which may be look-
ed upon as the foul of the Fable, there are an infinity of under morals
which are to be drawn from the feveral parts of the Poem, and which
makes this work more ufeful and inftructive than any other Poem in any
language.

Thofe who have eriticifed on the Odyffey, the lliad, and Aneid, have
taken a great deal of pains to fix the number of months or days contain-
ed in the aétion of each of thofe Poems. If any one. thinks it worth
his while to examine this particular in Milton, he will find that from
ddam’s firlt appearance in the fourth book, to his expullion from Para-
dife in. the twelfth, the author reckons ten days. As for that part of the
action which is deferibed in the three firft books, as it does not pafs with-
in the regions of nature, I have before obferved that it is not fubjeét to
any calculations of time.

I have now finithed my obfervations on a work which does an honour
to the Engli/b nation. 1have taken a general view of it under thofe four
heads, the Fable, the Characters, the Sentiments, and the Language, and
made each of them the fubject of a particular paper. 1 haye in the next

place fpoken.of the Cenfures which our Author may incur under each
of
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of thefe heads, which I have confined to two papers, though I might
have enlarged the number, if I had been difpoled to dwell on fo up.
grateful a fubject. I believe, however, that the fevereft Reader will not
find any little fault in Heroic Poetry, which this Author has fallen into,
that does not come under one of thofe heads among which I have diftri-
buted his feveral biemithes. After having thus treated at large of Parg.
dife Loft, 1 could nor think it fufticient to have celebrated this Poemin
the whole, without defcending to particulars. T have therefore beftowed
a paper upon each book, and endeavoured not only to prove that the
Poem is beautiful in general, but to point out its particular beauties, and
to determine wherein they confift. I have endeavoured to fhew how
fome paflages are beautiful by being fublime ; others by being foft ; o-
thers by being natural: which of them are recommended by the paflion;
which by the moral ; which by the fentiment ; and which by the ex-
preflion. Lhave likewife endeavoured to fhew how the Genius of the
Poet thines by a happy invention ; a diftant allufion; or a judicious imi-
tation : how he has copied or improved Homer or Firgi/, and raifed
his own imaginations by the ufe which he has made of feveral poetical
paflages in Scripture. I might have inferted alfo feveral paflages of Taf
/6, which our Author has imitated ; but as I do not look upon 74/ to be
a fufficient Voucher, I would not perplex my Reader with fuch quota-
tions, as-might do more honour to the ftelian than Englifb Poet. In
fhort, I have endeavoured to particularize thofe innumerable kinds of
beauty, which it-would be tedious to recapitulate, but which are effential
to poetry, and which may be met with in the works of this great Au-
thor. Had I thought, at my firlt engaging in this defign, that it would
have led me to fo great a length, I believe I fhould never have entred
upon it; but the kind reception which it has met with among thofe
whofe judgments I have a value for, gives me no reafon to repent of the
pains I have been at in compofing them.

-

S -jrmffdﬂ}*s I




	Seite 376
	Seite 377
	Seite 378
	Seite 379
	Seite 380
	Seite 381
	Seite 382

