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N° 269.  Tugfday, Fanunary 8.

e 00 variffima noftro
Stmplicitas —--—— Ov.
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my Landlady’s daughter came up to me and told me there was a

man below defired to fpeak with me. Upon my asking her who it
was, fhe told me it wasa very grave elderly perfon, but that fhe did not
know his name, I immediately went down to him, and found him to bethe
coachman of my worthy friend Sir Rocer pe Coverwry. He told me
that his mafter came to town laft night, and would be glad ‘to take a
turn with me in Grays-Inn walks. As I was wondring in my {elf what
had brought Sir Rocer to town, not having lately received any letter
from him, he told me that his mafter was come up to get a fight of Prince
Eugene, and that he defired I would immediately meet him.

1 was not a little pleafed with the curiofity of the old Knight, though I
did not much wonder ar it,having heard him fay more than once in private
difeourfe, that he looked upon Prince Ewugenso (for {o the Knight always
calls him) to be a greater man than Scanderbeg.

I was no fooner come into Grays-Inn walks, but I heard my friend
tpon the Terrace hemming twice or thrice to himfelf with great vigour,
for he loves to clear his pipes in good air (to make ufe of his own
phrafe) and is not a little pleafed with any one who takes notice of the

I Was this morning furprized with a great knocking at the door, when

ftrength which he {till exerts in his morning hemms,

I was touched with a fecret joy at the fight of the good old man, who
before he faw me was engaged in converfation with a beggar man that
had asked an alms of him. I could hear my friend chide him for not
finding out fome work; but at the fame time faw him put his hand in
his pocket and give him fix-pence.

Qur falutations were very hearty on both fides, confifting of manykind
fhakes of the hand, and feveral afleétionate looks which we cait upon one

another. « After which the Knight told me my good friend his Chaplain
was




84 e SPECTATOR N o6y

was very well, and much at my fervice, and that the Szwnday before, he
had made a moft incomparable Sermon out of Doftor Barrew. I haye
feft, fays he,.all my aflairs in his hands, and being willing to lay an‘obli-
gation updn him, have depofited. with him thirty marks; to be diftributed
among his poor parifhioners.

He then proceeded to acquaint me with the welfare of Wikl HWimble.

Upon .which he put his hand into his fobpand prefented me in his name
with a tobaceo ftopper, telling me that #7#/ had been bufie all the begin-
ning ;of the winter in turning great quantities of them; and that he made
a prefent of one to every Gentleman in the country who has good prin-
. ciples, and fmokes. . He added, that poor #7:// was at prefent under great
tribulation, for that Zom Touchy had taken the law of him for cutting
fome hazel flicks out of one of his hedges.

Among other pieces of news which the Knight brought from his coun-
try feat, he informed me that Mo/l White was dead; and that about a
month after her death the wind was fo very high, that it blew down
the end of one of his barns. But for my part, fays Sir RocEer, I do not
think that the old woman had any-hand in it.

He afterwards fell into an account of the diverfions which had pafiidin
his houfe during the holydays, for Sir Roc R, after the laudable ‘ciftom
of his anceftors, always keeps open houfe at Chriffmas. 1 learned from
him, that he had killed eight fat hogs for this {eafon, that he had dealt
about his chines very liberally amongft his neighbours, and that in'partis

- cular he had fent a itring of hogs-puddings with a pack of cards to eyery

- poor family in the parith. T have often thought, fays Sir RocEwr, it hap-
pens very well that Chriffmas fhould falleut in the middle of the wintet:.
It is the moft dead uncomfortable time of the year, when the poor pee-
ple would fuffer very much from their poverty and cold, if they had not
good cheer, warm fires, and Chréffmas gambols to fupport them. Tlove
to rejoyce their poor hearts at this feafon, and to fee the whole village
merry in my greathall, T'allowa double quantity of malt to my fmall beer,
and {et it a running for twelve days to every one that calls for it Thave al-
ways apiece of cold beef and a mince-pye upon the table, and am wonder-
fully pleafed to fee my tenants pafs away a whole evening in playing their
mnnocent tricks, and {mutting one another. Our friend /7l Wimbleis
as merry as any of them, and fhews a thoufand roguifh tricks upon thefe
occafions.

I was very much delighted with the reflection of my old friend, which
carried fo much goodnefs in it, He then launched out into the praife lof

the

-
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the late At of Parliament for fecuring the Church of Exgland, and told
e with great fatisfaction, that he believed it already began to take effeét;
for that a rigid Diffenter, who chanced to dine at his houfe on Chrifimas
day, had been obferved to eat very plentifully of his plumb-porridge.

After having difpatched all our country matters, Sir RogiEr made
{feveral enquiries concerning the club, and particularly of his old antago-
nift Sir AnpreEw FrReEgporT. He asked me with a kind of {mile,
whether Sir Axpr ew had not taken the advantage of his abfence, to
vent among them fome of his Republican doétrines; but foon after ga-
thering up his countenance into amore than ordinary ferioufnefs, Tell me
truly, fays he, don’t you think Sir AxprEw had a hand in the Pope’s pro-
cellion ——but without giving me time to anfwer him, Well, well, fays
he, I know you are a wary man, and do not care to talk of publick
matters.

The Knight then asked me, if I had feen Prince Ewngene; and made me
promife to get him a {tand in fome convenient place where he might
have a full fight of that extraordinary man, whofe prefence: does fo
much honour to the Britifb nation. He dwelt very long on the praifes
of this great General, and I found that fince I was with him in the coun-
try, he had drawn many obfervations together out of his reading in Ba-
ter’'s Chronicle, and other Authors, who always lie in his hall window,
which very much redound to the honour of this Prince.

Having paffed away the greateft part of the morning in hearing the
Knight's refle@tions, which were partly private, and partly political, he
asked me if I would fmoke a pipe with him over a dith of Coffee at
Squire’s. As I love the old man, I take a delight in complying with eve-
1y thing that is agreeable to him, and accordingly waited on him to the
Coffee-houfe, where his venerable figure drew upon us the eyes of the
whole room. He had no fooner feated himfelf at the upper end of the
high table, but he called for a clean pipe, a paper of Tobaceo, a' difh of
Coffee, a wax candle, and the Supplemenrt, with fuch an air of cheerful-
nefs and good humour, that all the boys in the Coffee-room (who feem-
ed to take pleafure in ferving him) were at once employed on his feveral
errands, infomuch that no body elfe could come at a dith of Tea, till the

Knight had got all his conveniencies about him.

Vo L 11, Ccc 7 hur(day,
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