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86 The SPECTATOR Noopp

o

> a7y, Thurfday, Fanpary 1o.

—

Mille 1rabens. varios adverfo fole coloves. Virg,

Receive a double advantage from the letters  of my correfpondents;
I firft; as they thew me which of my papers are moft acceptable to
" them ; and in the next place, as they furnifh me with materials for
new Speculations. Sometimes indeed I do not make ufe of the Iéues
it felf, but form the hints of it intor plans of my own invention; fome-
times | take: the liberty to change the language or thought into my own
way of fpeaking and thinking, and always (if it can be done without pre-
judice to the fenfe) omit the many compliments and applaufes which are
ufually beftowed upon me: :

Befides the two advantages above-mentioned, which I receive from
the letters that are fent me, they give me an opportunity of lengthening
out my paper by the skilful management of the fubfecribing part at the
end of them, which perhaps does not a little conduce to theecale, both of
my {elf and Reader. -

Some will have it, that I often write to my felf, and am the only pun-
tual correfpondent I have. This objection would indeed be material;
were the letters I communicate to the publick ftuffed with my own coni-
mendations, and if, inftead of endeavouring to divert or inftru@ my Rea-
ders, 1 admired inthem the beauty of my own performances. But I fhall
leave thefe wife conjefturers to their own imaginations, and produce the:
three following letters for the entertainment of the day.

SR :

@ I Was laft Thurfday in an alfembly of Ladies, where there were thir=
« teen different coloured hoods.. Your Speifator of that day

“ lying upon the table, they ordered me to read-it to them, which I did
« with avery clear voice, till I came to the Greet verfe at the end ofit
« 1 muft confefs I was a little ftartled at its popping upon me fo unexpeét-
“ edly; however, [ covered my confiifion as well as I could, and after
¢ having
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« having muttered two or three hard words to my felf, laught heartily
% and cryed, A4 very good Feff, Faith. The Ladies defired me to r:‘x:
¢ plain it to them, but I begg’d their pardon for that, and told them
« that if it had been proper for them to hear, they may be fure the Au-
« thor would not have wrapt it up in Greek. 1T then let drop feveral
« expreflions, as if there was {omething in it that was not fit to be {] poken
“ before a company of Ladies. Upon which the Matron of the affembly,
 who was drefled in a cherry-coloured hood, commended the difcretion
“ of the Writer, for having thrown his filthy thoughts inte Greek, which
% was likely to corrupt but few of his Readers. At the fame time fhe
¢ declared her felf very well pleafed, thar he had not given a decifive
% opinion upon the new-fathioned hoods ; for to tell you truly, fays the,
%] was afraid he would have made usafthamed to fhew our heads. Now,
% 8ir, you muft know, fince this ualucky accident happened to me in a
% company of L adies, among whom I pafled for a moft ingenious man, I
“ have confulted one who is very well verfed in the Greet language, and
“ he aflures me upon his word, that your late quotation means no more,
« than that mamuers and wot drefs are the orunaments of o weman, If
« this comes to the knowledge of my female admirers, T fhall be very
% hard put to it to bring my felf off handfomely. In the mean while I
“ give you this account, that you may take care hereafter not to betray
 any of your well-wifhers into the like inconveniencies. It is in the
“ number of thefe that Ibeg leave to fubfcribe my felf,
Tom. Trippit.

Mr. SPECTATOR,

€c OUR Readers are {fo well pleafed with your chara@er of Sir

“ Rocer pe CovERLY, that there appeared a fenfible joy in
% every Coffee-houfe, upon hearing the old Knight was come to town.
“Tam now with a knot of his admirers, who make it their joint requeft
“to you, that you would give us public notice of the window or bal-
“ cony where the Knight intends to make his appearance. He has al-
“ ready given great fatisfaction to feveral who have feen him at Sguire’s
“ Coffee-houfe. If you think fit to place your fhort face at Sir Rocer’s
“left elbow, we fhall take the hint, and gratefully acknowledge fo great

“a favour, ;- -
an, R,
Tour moft devored bhumble Servant, C. D.

Ccc SIR,

I
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5 IR,

cc NOWING you are veryinquifitive after every thing that IS curi-
“ ous in nature, I will wait on you if you pleale in the dusk of the

% evening, with my §how upon my back, which I carry about with me i
% a box, as only confifting of a man, a woman,and an horfe. The two firfp
% are married, in which Ttate the little cavalier has fo well acquitted him-
¢ felf, that his Lady is with child. The big-bellied woman, and her
e hmband, with their whimfical palfry, are fo very light, that when they
“ are put together into a fcale, an ordinary man may weigh down the
« whole family.  The little man is a bully in his nature; but when he
s grows choleric I confine him to his box ’till his wrath is over, by which
¢ means [ have hitherto prevented him from doing mifchief. His Horfe
« 15 likewife very vicious, for which reafonI am forced to tie him clofe
 to his manger with a pack-thread. The woman is a Coquet.  She
“ ftruts as much as it is poflible for a Lady of two foot high, and would
« ruin me in filks, were not the quantity that goes to a large pin- ~cufhi-
« on fufficient to make her a gown and petticoat. She told me the
« other day, that fhe heard the Ladies wore coloured hoads, and order-
“ ed me to get her one of the fineft blue. Tam forced to comply with:
her demands while fhe is in her prefent condition, being very wil~
% ling to have more of the fame breed. Ido not know what fhe may
« produce me, but provided it be a Show I fhall be very well fatisfied.
-« Such novelties thould not, I think, be concealed from the Brityh
« Spettator; for which reafon I hope you will excufe this prefump-

% tion in,,

H

Lowr moft Datiful, mofi Obedicnt,.
and moff bumble Servant; S. T..

Tuc(day,

E
iy
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