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underftanding perfons. Fafe and plenty are therefore the great cheri-
fhers of knowledge; and as moft of the defpotic governments of the
wotld have neither of them, they are naturally over-run with ignorance
and barbarity. In Ewrope, indeed, notwithitanding feveral of its Princes
are abfolute, there are men famous for knowledge and learning, bur the
reafon is becaufe the fubje@s are many of them rich and wealthy; the
Prince not thinking fit to exert himfelf in his full tyranny like the Prip-
ces of the Eaftern nations, leaft his fubje¢ts fhould be invited to new-
mould their conftitution, having fo many profpects of liberty within
their view. But in all delpotic governments, thougha particular Prince
may favour arts and letters, there is a natural degeneracy of mankind, a5
you may obferve from Augu/fus’s reign, how the Romans loft themfelves
by degrees till they fell to an equalicy with the moft barbarous nations
that furrounded them. Look upon Greece under its free States, and you
would think its inhabitants lived in different climates, and under diffe-
rent heavens, from thofe at prefent;, fo different are the Genius’s which
arc formed under Turki/b {lavery, and Grectar liberty.

Befides poverty and want, there are other reafons that debafe the
minds of men, who live under flavery, though [look on this as the prin-
cipal. This natural tendency of defpotic power to ignorance and bat-
barity, though not infifted upon by others, is, Ithink, an unanfverable
argument againit that form of government, as it thews how repugnant it
is to the good of mankind and the perfeion of human nature, which
ought to be the great ends of all civil inftitutions.

Ne 289.  Thurfday, Fannary 3r.

Vite fumma brevis [pem wnos vetat inchoare longam.  Hor.

the whole room upon me, when in the hotteft feafons of News,

and at a time that perhaps the Duteh mail is juit come in, they

hear me ask the Coffee-man for his faft week’s bill of mortality+ I find
that I'have been fometimes taken on thiseccafion for a Parifh Sexton,
{ome=

U PON taking my feat in a Coffee-houfe I often draw - the eyes of
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fometimes for an Undertaker, and fometimes for a Doétor of phyfic. In
this, however, I am guided by the fpirit of a Philofopher, as I take oc-
cafion from hence to refleft upon the regular encreafe and diminution
of mankind, and confider the feveral various ways through which we
pafs from life to eternity. I am very well pleafed with thefe weekly ad-
monitions, that bring into my mind fuch thoughts asought to be the
daily entertainment of every reafonable creature; and can confider; with
pleafure to my felf, by which of thole deliverances, or, as we commonly
call them, diftempers, I may poflibly make my efcape out of this world
of forrows, into that condition of exiftence, wherein I hope to be hap-
pier than it is poflible for me at prefent to conceive.

But this is not all the ufe I make of the above-mentioned weekly pa-
per. A Bill of Mortality is in my opinion an unanf{werable argument for
a Providence; how can we, without fuppofing our {elves under the con-
ftant care of a Supreme Being, give any poilible account for that nice
proportion which we find in every great city, between the deaths and
births of its inhabitants, and between the number of males, and that of
females, who are brought into the world? what elfe could adjuit in fo
exa&t a manner the recruits of every nation to its lofles, and divide thefe
new fupplies of people into fuch equal bodies of both fexes? Chance could
never hold the ballance with fo {fteady a hand. Were we not counted
out by an intelligent fupervifor, we fhould fometimes be over-charged
with multitudes, and at others wafle away into a defart: we fhould be
fometimes a popuius vivorum, as Florus elegantly exprelles it, « genera-
tion of males, andat othersa fpegies of women, We may extend this confi-
deration to every fpecies of living creatures, and confider the whole ani-
mal world as.an huge army made up of an innumerable Cozps, if I may
ufe that term, whofe quota’s have been kept entire near five thoufand
years, in {fo wonderful a manner, that there is not probably a fingle fpe-
cies loft during this long tract of time. Could we have general Bills of
Mortality of every kind of animal, or particular ones of every fpecies
In each continent and ifland,. I could almoft fay in every wood, marfh or
mountain, what aftonithing inftances would they be of that Providence
which watches over all its works?

I 'have heard of a great man in the Romi/p Church, whoupon reading
thofe words in the fifth chapter of Gewefis, And all the days that Adam
hved were nine hundred and thirty years, and he died ; and ali the days
of Seth were wine hundred and twelve years, and be died; and oll the

days of Methufaluah were wine hundred and fixty nine years, and he died;
immediately




400 The SPECTATOR  Neagg.

immediately fhut himfelf up in a Convent, and retired from the world,
as not thinking any thing in this life worth purfuing, which had not re-
gard to another, -

The truth of it is; there is nothing in hiftory which is fo improving to
the Reader, as thofe acceunts which we meet with of the deaths of emi-
nent perfons; and of their behaviour in that dreadful feafon. I may alfo
add, that there-are no partsin hiftory which affeét and pleafe the Reader
in {o fenfible a manner. The reafon I take to be this, becaufe there is
no other fingle circumftance in the ftory of any perfon, which can poflibly
be the cafe of every one who readsit. A Battle or a T'riumph are con-
junétures in which not one man in a million is likely to be engaged 5 but
when we fee a perfon at the point of death, we cannot fotbear being at-
tentive to every thing he fays or does, becaufe we are fure, that fome
time or other we fhall our felyes be in the fame melancholy circumi{tances.
The General, the Statefman, or the Philofopher, are perhaps charatters
which we may never aét in; but the dying man-is one whom, f{ooner or
later, we fhall certainly refemble.

Tt is perhaps, for the fame kind of reafon that few books, written in -
Eugli/b, have been {o much perufed as Dottor Sherlock’s Difcourfe upon
Death ; though at the fame time I muft own, that he who has not per- -
ufed this.excellent Piece, has not perhaps read one of the {trongeft per-
fuafives to a religious life that ever was written in any language.

The confideration, with which I fhall clofe this Effay upon Death, is
one of the moft ancient and moft beaten morals that has been recom-
mended to mankind. But its being fo very common, and {o univerfally
received, though it takes away from it the grace of novelty, adds very
miich to the weight of it, as it fhews that ic falls in with the general
{fenfe of mankind. In fhort, T would have every one confider, that he s
in this life nothing more than a Paflenger, and that he is not to fet up his
reft here,” but keep an attehtive eye upon. that ftate of Being to which
he approaches every moment, and which will be for ever fixed and per-
manent. This fingle confideration would be fufficent to extinguith the
bitternefs of Hatred, the thirft of Avarice, and the cruelty of Ambition.

T am very much pleafed with the paflage of Zutiphanes, a very ancient
Poet, who lived near an hundred years before Socrares, which reprefents
the life of man under this view, asil have here tranflated it word for
word. Be not grieved, {ays he, above meafure for thy deceafed friends.
They are not dead, but bave only finifbed that journey which it is necef-

Jary far every one of ws to take: We our felves muft go to that great
place
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Place of reception in which they are all of them affembled, and in this
general rendezvous of mankind, live together in anorber [late of Being.

I think I have, in a former pgper, taken notice of thofe beautiful Me-
taphors in Scripture, where life is termed ‘a Pilgrimage;, and thofe who
pafs through it are called Strangers and Sojourners upon earth, 1 fhall
conclude this-with a flory, which-I have fomewhere read in the Travels
of Sir.john Chardin; that Gentleman, after having told us; that the Inns
whichreceive the Caravans in Pesffz, and the eaftern countries, are cal-
led by the name of Ceravanfaries, gives us a relation to the following
purpofe.

A Dervife, travelling through Tartary, being arrived at the town of
Balk, went info the King’s palace by a miftake, as thinking it to be a
public Inn or Caravanfary. Having looked about him for fome fime he
entred into a long gallery, where he laid down his wallet, and fpread his
carpet, in order to repofe himfelf upon it after the manner of the eaftern
nations. He had not been long in this pofture before he was difcovered
by fome of the guards, who asked him what was his bufinefs in that place?
The Dervife told them he intended to take up his night’s lodging in
that Caravanfary.  The guards let him know, in a very angry manner,
that the houfe he was in, was not a Caravanfary, buc the King's palace.
It happened that the King himfelf pafled through the gallery during this
debate, and {miling at the miftake of the Dervif, asked him how he
could poffibly be fo dull as not to diftinguifh a Palace from a Caravan-
fary’? Sir, fays the Dervife, give me leave to ask your Majefty a queftion
or two. Who were the perfons that lodged in this houfe when it vwas
firft built? the Kingreplied, His Anceflors. And who, fays the Dervife,
was the laft perfon that lodged here? the King replied, His Father, And
who isit, fays the Derosfe, that lodges here at prefent? the King cold
him zhat it was be bimfelf. And who, fays the Dervife, will be here
afier you? ‘the King anfwered, The young Prince bis, fom. « Ah Sir, faid-’
“ the Dervifé, a houfe that changes its inhabitants {o often, and receives
¢ fuch a perpetual fucceflion of guefls, is not a Palace but a Cargvansary.

Vo O Eee Tuefday,
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