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M&ow 9D Eupesior aupmpmayE Toyn. Frag. Vet. Po.

HE famous Gratiex, in his little book wherein he lays down
maxims for a man’s advancing himfelf at Court, advifes his Rea-
der to affociate himfelf with the fortunate, and to fhun the com-

pany of the unfortunate ; which notwithiftanding the bafenefs of the pre-
cept to an honeft mind, may have fomething ufeful in it for thofe who
puth their intereft inthe world. It 1s certain a great part of what we
call good or ill fortune, rifes out of right or wrong meafures and fchemes
of life. When I hear a man complain of his being unfortunate in all
his undertakings, I threwdly fufpect him for a very weak man in his af-
fairs. In conformity with this way of thinking, Cardinal Richlien ufed
to fay, that unfortunate and imprudent were but two words for the fame
thing. As the Cardinal himfelf had a great fhare both of prudence and
good-fortune, his famous antagonift, the Count 4'0O/varez, was dif; graced
at the Court of Madrid, becaufe it was alledged againft him that he had
never any fuccefs in his undertakings. This, fays an eminent Author,
was #ndireélly accufing him of imprudence,

Cicero recommended Pompey to the Romans for their General upon
three accounts, as he was a man of courage, condué, and good-fortune.
It was, perhaps, for the reafon above-mentioned, namely, that a feries of
good-fortune fuppofes a prudent management in the perfon whom it be-
falls, that not only §y/la the Diftator, but feyeral of the Roman Empe-
rors, as is {till to be feen upon their Medals, among their other titles,
gave themfelves that of Felix or Fortunate. The heathens, indeed, feem
to have valued a man more for his good-fortune than for any other qua-
lity, which I think is very natural for thofe who have not a ftrong belief
of another world. For how can I conceive a man erowned with many
diftinguifhing bleflings, that has not fome extraordinary fund of merit and
perfeétion in him, which lies open to tlie fupream eye, though perhaps it
15 not difcovered by my obfervation ? What is the reafon Homer's and
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Virgil's Heroes do not form a refolution, or ftrike a blow, without the
conduct and direétion of fome Deity? doubtlefs becaufe t . Poets efteem-
ed it the greatelt honour to be favoured by the Gods, and thought the
beft way of praifing a man was, to recount thofe favours which naturally
implied an extraordinary merit in the perfon on whom they defcen-
ded.

Thofe who believe a future ftate of rewards and punithments, act very
abfurdly, if they form their opinions of a man’s merit from his fucceiles,
But certainly, if I thought the whole circle of our Being was concluded
berween our births and deaths, I fhould think a man’s good-fortune the
meafure and ftandard of his real merit, fince Providence would have no
opportunity of rewarding his virtue and perfections, but in the prefent
life, A virtuous unbeliever, who lies under the preflure of misfortunes,
has reafon to cry out, as they fay Brasus did a little before his death, O
Virtue, I have worfbipped thee as a fubflantial good, but I find thou art
an empty name.

But to return to our firft point, Though prudence does undoubtedly
in a great meafure produce our good or ill fortune in the world, it is
certain there are many unforefeen accidents and occurrences, which very
often pervert the fineft fchemes that can be kid by human wifdom. The
race is not always to the {wift, nor the battle to the ftrong. Nothing lefs
than infinite wifdom can have an abfolute command over fortune; the
higheft degree of it which man can poflefs, is by no means equal to for-
tuitous events, andto fuch contingencies as may rife in the profecution of
our affairs. Nay, it very often happens, that prudence, which has always
in it a great mixture of caution, hinders a man from being fo fortunate
as he might poflibly have been without it. A perfon who only aims at
what is likely to fucceed, and follows clofely the diftates of human pru-
dence, never meets with thofe great and unforefeen fucceffes, which
are often the eflect of afanguine temper, or a more happy rathnefs; and
this perhaps may be the reafon, that according to the common obferva-
tion, Fortune, like other Females, delights rather in favouring the young
than the old.

Upon the whole, fince man is {o fhort-fighted a creature, and the ac-
cidents which may happen to him fo various, I cannot but be of Dr. Til-
lotfox’s opinion in another cafe, that were there any doubt ofa Proyidence,
yet it certainly would be very defireable there fhould be fuch a Being of
nfinite wifdom and goodnefs, on whofe direction we might rely in the
conduét of humane life.
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It is a great prefumption to aferibe our fuccefles to -our own manage-
ment, and not to efteem our felves upon any blefling, ratheras itisthe
bounty of heaven, than the acquifition of our own prudence. I am very

well pleafed with a Medal which was firuck by Queen £lizabeth alite:

after the defeat of| the invincible Armada, to perpetuate the memory of
that extraordinary event. It is well known how the King of Spasn, and
others who. were gnemies of that-great Princefs, to derogate from her

glory, afcribed the ruin of their fleet rather to the violence of ftorms

and tempefls, than to the brayery of the Englifb. Queen Elazabeth, in-

{tead of looking upon this as a diminution of her honour, valued herfelf

upon fuch a fignal fayour of Providence, and accordingly in the reverfe
of | the Medal above-mentioned, has reprefented a flect beaten by a
tempeft; and falling foul upon one anether, with that religious infcription,
Afflavit Deus © diffipantur: He blew with bis Wind, and they were
Jfeattered. : .

It is remarked of a famous Grecian General, whofe name I cannot at
prefent recolle@, and who had been a particular favourite of Fortune,
that upon recounting his wictories among his friends, he added at the
end of {everal great altions, 4nd in this Fortune bhad no fhare, After
which it is obferved in hiftory, that he never profpered in any thing he
undertoolk. _

As arrogance, and a conceitednefs of our own abilities, are very fhock-
ing and offenfive to men of fenfe and virtue, we may be fure they are
highly difpleafing to that Being who delights in an humble mind, and by
feveral of his difpenfations feems purpofely to thew us, that our own
{chemes or prudence have no fhare in our advancements.

Since on this fubject I have already admitted feveral quotations which
have occurred to my memory upon writing this Paper, I will conclude
it with g little Per/fian Fable. A drop of water fell ont of a cloud into
the fea, and finding it {elf loftin fuch an immenfity of fluid matter, broke
out into the following refle¢tion: * Alas! what an inconfiderable creature
« am I in this prodigious ocean of waters! my exiftence is of no concern
“ to the univerfe, I am reduced to a kind of nothing, and am lefs than
“_the leaft of the works of God.” It fo happened, that an oyiter, which
lay in the neighbourhood of this drop, chanced to gape and {wallow it up
in the midft of this his humble foliloquy. The drop, fays the Fable, lay a
great while hardening inthe fhell,untilby degrees it was ripened into apeatl,
which falling into the hands of a diver, after a long feries of adventures, is

at prefent that famous pearl which is fixed on the top of the Perffan Diadem.
Thur{day,
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