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412 The SPECTATOR: N° 290,

“_in point of trade, —and if I difagree with -her about any of my fhips- at
¢t {ea, wonders that I will difpute with her, when I know wvery well thag
“ her great grandfather was a Flag officer.

« To_compleat my fufferings, fhe has teifed me for this quarter of &
% year laft paft, to remove into one of the Squares at the other end of
% the town, promifing, for my encouragement, that I fhall have as good
¢ a Cock-loft as any Gentleman in the Square ; to which the honourable
“ Qddly Enville, E{q; always adds, like a Jack-a-napes as he is, * that he
¢ hopes it will be as near the Court as poflible.
“ In fhort, Mr. Specrator, I am fo much out of my natural ele.
ment, that to recover my old way of life I would be content to begin
the world again, and be plain ¥ack Arvill; butalas! Lam in for life,
and am bound to fubfcribe my felf, with great forrow of heart,

-

“

(4

e

Lour bumble Servant, John Enville, Kur,

N° 305.  Tuefday, February 19.

Non tali auxilio, nec defenforibus iftss
Tempuis €get-mmmmmnn - Virg,

UR late News-papers being full of the proje&t now on foet in the

Court of France, for eftablifhing a Political Academy, and I my

felf having received Letters from feveral Virtuofo’s among my

foreign correfpondents, which give fome light into that affair, I intend

to make it the fubjeét of this day’s Speculation. A general account of

this projet may be met with in the Datly Courant of laft Friday in the
following words, tranflated from the Gazette of Amfferdam.

Paris, February 12. * It is confirmed, that the King has refolved to

* eftablifh a new Academy for Politics, of which the Marquefs de To7-
“ ¢y, Minifter and Secretary of State, is to be proteftor, Six Academi-
“ cians are to be chofen, endowed with proper talents, for beginning to
% form this Academy, inte which no perfon is to be admitted under
-  twenty
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& twenty five years-of age : ‘they muftlikewife have eachun eftate of two
« thoufand livresa year, either in pofleflion, or to come to them by jf-
« heritance. = The King will allow to each a penfion of a thoufand livres.
¢ They are likewife to have able mafters to teach them the neceflary
% Sciences, and to inftruét them in all the Treaties of Peace, Alliance,
«and others which have been made in feveral Ages paft. 'Thefe mem.
« bers are Lo meet twice a week at the Losvre. From this Seminary
% are to be chofen Secretaries to Ambaflies, who by degrees may advance
% to higher employments.

Cardinal Richeliew’s Politicks made Fraence the terror. of Europe. The
otatefmen who have appeared in that nation of late years, have on the
contrary rendered it either the pity or contempt of its neighbours. - The
Cardinal erected that famous Academy which has carried all the parts of
polite learning to the greateft beight, ~His chief defign in that inftitution

was to divert the men of Genius from meddling with Politics, a pro-

vince in which he did not care to have any one elfe to interfere with
him. On the contrary, the Marquis d¢ Torcy feems refolved to malke
feveral young men in France as wife as himfelf, and is therefore taken
up at prefent in eftablithing a nurfery of flatefmen.

vome private Letters add, that there will alfo be erected a Seminary
of Petticoat Politicians, who are to be brought up at the feet of Madam
de Maintenon, and to be difpatched into foreign Courts upon any emer-
gencies of ftate; but as the news of this laft projeét has not been yet con-
firmed, I fhall take no farther notice of it.

Several of my Readers may doubtlefs remember that upon the conclu-
fion of the laft war, which had been carried on fo fuccefsfully by the ene-
my, their Generals were many of them transformed into Ambaffadors ;
but the conduét of thofe who have commanded in the prefent war, has,
it feems, brought {o little honour and advantage to their great Monarch,
that he is refolved to truft his affairs no longer in the hands of thofe mili-
tary Gentlemen.

The regulations of this new Academy very much deferve our attention.
The Students are to have in pofleflion, or reverfion, an eftate of two
thoufand French liyres per Aunum, which, as the prefent exchange runs,
will amount to at leaft one hundred and twenty {ix pounds Znglifb. This
with the Royal allowance of a thoufand livres, will enable them to find
themfelves in-Coffee and Snuff'; not ro mention News-papers, Pen and
Ink, Waxand W afers, with the like neceffaries for Politicians.

A
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A man muft be at leaft five and twenty before he can be initiated into
the myfteries of this Academy, though there is ‘no queftion but many
grave berfons of a much more advanced age, who have been conftant
Readers of the Paris Gazette, will be glad to begin the world anew, and
enter themfelves upon' this Lift of Politicians.

The Society of thefe hopeful young Gentlemen is to be under the di-
retion of f{ix profeffors, who, it feems, are to be fpeculative Statefmen,
and drawn out of the body of the Royal Academy. Thefe fix wife
mafiers, according to my private Letters, are to have the following patts
allotted them.

The firft 1s to inftru® the Students in Srafe Legerdemain, as how to
take off the impreflion of a Seal, to fplit a Wafer, to open a Letter, to
fold it up again, with other the like ingenious feats of dexterity and art,
When the Students have accomplithed themfelves in this part of their
profeflion, they are to be delivered into the hands of their fecond Infty.
¢tor, who is a kind of Poffure-mafler.

This Artift is te teach them how to nod judicioufly,
fhoulders in a dubious cafe, to connive with either e
the whole pra&tice of Political Grimace.

The third is a fort of Laenguage-maffer, who is to inftru@ them inthe
Stile proper for a Foreign Minifter in his ordinary difcourfe. And to
the end that this College of Statefmen may be thoroughly pradifed in the
political ftile, they are to make ufe of it in their common converfations,
before they are employed either in foreign or domeitic affairs. If ope of
them asks another, what a clock it is, the other is to anfwer him indi-
rectly, and, if poflible, to turn off the queftion. If he is defired to change
a Louis d'or, he muft beg time to confider of it. If it be enquired of
him, whether the King is at ¥er/ailles or Marly, he muft anfwer in a
whifper. If he.be asked the news of the laft Gazetze, or the fubjeét of
a Proclamation, he s to reply, that he has not yet read it : or if he does
not care for explaining himfelf fo far, he nceds only draw his brow up
in wrinkles, or elevate the left fhoulder.

‘The fourth profeffor is to teach the whole art of political charaéters
and hieroglyphics ; and to the end that they may be perfeét alfo in this
praétice, they are not to fend a Note to one another (though it be but
40 borrow a Tacitus or a Machiavil) which is not written in cypher.

Their fifth profeflor, it is thought, will be chofen out of the fociety
of Jefuits, and is to be well read in the controverfies of probable do-
€irines, mental refervations, and the rights of Princes. This learned man

18

to {hrug up their
Y& and in a word,
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is to inftru& them in the/grammar, fyntax, and conftruing part of Treaty-
Latin 5 how to diftinguifh between the {pirit and the letter, and like-
wife demonftrate how the {fame form of words may lay an obligation up-
on any Prince in Europe, different from that which it lays upon his Moft
Chriftian Majefty. He is likewife to teach them the art of finding flaws,
loop:holes, and evafions, ‘in the moft folemn compaéls, and particularly
a great Rabinical Secrety revived of late years by the fraternity of Jefuits,
namely, that contradictory interpretations of the fame: article, may both
of them be true and valid.

When our Statefmen are fufhiciently improved by thefe feveral Inftru-
é&ors, they are to receive their laft polithing from one who is to aé&t a-
mong them as Mafler of the Cenemonmies. 'This Gentleman is to give
them lectures upon thofe important points of the Elbew Chair, and the
Stair-head, to inftruct them in the different fituations of the right-hand,
and to furnith them with bows and inclinations of all fizes, meafures and
proportions. In fhort, this Profeffor is to give the fociety their /fen-
mgy and infufe into their manners that beau_tiful political {tarch, which
may qualifie them for Levées, Conferences, Vifits, and make them fhine
in what vulgar minds are apt to look upon as trifles.

I have not yet heard any further particulars, which are to be obferved
in this Seciety of unfledged Statefmen; but I muft confefs, had I a fon of
five and twenty, that fhould take it into his head at thar age to fet up
for a Politician, I think Ifhould go near to difinherit him for a block-head.
Befides, I fhould be apprehenfive leaft the fame arts which are to enable
him to negotiate between Potentates, might a little infeét his ordinary be-
haviour between man and man. ‘There is no queftion but thefe young
Machiavi/s will, in a little time, turn . their College upfide-down with
plots and' ftratagems, and lay as many fchemes to circumvent one another
in a frog or a fallad, as they may hereafter put in pra&ice to over-reach
a neighbouring Prince or State. ;

We are told that the Spartens, though they punifhed theft in their
young men when it was difcovered, looked upon it as honourable if it
fucceeded. Proyided the conveyance was clean and unfufpe@ed, a youth
might afterwards boalt of it. © Thhis, fay the Hiftorians, was to kecp them
fhatp, and to hinder them from being impofed upon, either in their pub-
lick “or private negotiations. W hether any fuch relaxations of morality,
fuch little jew:xe d'efprit, ought not to be allowed in this intended Semi-
nary of Politicians, I {hall leave to the wifdom of their Founder.

In
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In the /mean time we have fair warning given us by this doughty body
of ftatefmen s and as Syllaifaw many Marius's in C':fﬁ;_f.r-, o .i think we
may difcover many Zorey's in this college of Academicians. W hatever e
think of our felves, I am afraid neither our Smyr#a or St. Fames’s will be
a match for ir. Qur Coffee-houfes are, indeed, very good inflitutions,
but whether or no thefe our Bzs#:/b {chools of politics may furnifh out as
able Envoys and Secretaries as.an Academy that is fet apart for that pur.
pofe, will deferve our ferious confideration: efpecially if we remember
that our country is more famous for producing men of integrity than
Statefmen; and that on the contrary, French truth and Britifb policy
makes a: confpicuous figure i# NorHiNgy as the Earl of Rochefter has
very well obferved in his admirable Poem ‘upon that barren fubjeét.

N° gn. f&efday, Péﬁrz?ary 26.

Nec Veneris pharetris macer eft; aut lampade ferves :
Inde faces ardens, veniunt a dute fagire, Juv.

Mr. SPECTATOR, :

¢¢ § Am amazed that among all the variety of charafters, with which

I “ you have enriched your Speculations, you have never given usa

“ picture of thofe audacious young fellows among us, who com-

“ monly go by the name of Forzane-flealers. You muft know, Sir, Iam

one who' live in a continual apprehenfion of this fort of people, that

lye in wait, day and night, for our children, and may be confidered as

a kind of kidnappers within the law. T am the father of a young heirefs,
whom I begin to look upon as marriageabl

¢, and who has looked upon
her felf as fuch for above thefe fix years. She i¢ now in the eigh-

teenth year of her age. The Fortune-hunters. have already caft their
eyes upon-her, and rtake care (o plant themfelves in her view wiiene-
ver fhe appears inany public aflembly. Thave my felf caught a young
“ jack-a-napes, with a pair of filver fringed gloves, in the very faét. You
“ muit know, Sir, Thave kept her as a prifoner of {tate ever fince fhe
* was in her teens. Her chamber windows are crofs-barred, fhe is not
« permitted
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