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In the /mean time we have fair warning given us by this doughty body
of ftatefmen s and as Syllaifaw many Marius's in C':fﬁ;_f.r-, o .i think we
may difcover many Zorey's in this college of Academicians. W hatever e
think of our felves, I am afraid neither our Smyr#a or St. Fames’s will be
a match for ir. Qur Coffee-houfes are, indeed, very good inflitutions,
but whether or no thefe our Bzs#:/b {chools of politics may furnifh out as
able Envoys and Secretaries as.an Academy that is fet apart for that pur.
pofe, will deferve our ferious confideration: efpecially if we remember
that our country is more famous for producing men of integrity than
Statefmen; and that on the contrary, French truth and Britifb policy
makes a: confpicuous figure i# NorHiNgy as the Earl of Rochefter has
very well obferved in his admirable Poem ‘upon that barren fubjeét.

N° gn. f&efday, Péﬁrz?ary 26.

Nec Veneris pharetris macer eft; aut lampade ferves :
Inde faces ardens, veniunt a dute fagire, Juv.

Mr. SPECTATOR, :

¢¢ § Am amazed that among all the variety of charafters, with which

I “ you have enriched your Speculations, you have never given usa

“ picture of thofe audacious young fellows among us, who com-

“ monly go by the name of Forzane-flealers. You muft know, Sir, Iam

one who' live in a continual apprehenfion of this fort of people, that

lye in wait, day and night, for our children, and may be confidered as

a kind of kidnappers within the law. T am the father of a young heirefs,
whom I begin to look upon as marriageabl

¢, and who has looked upon
her felf as fuch for above thefe fix years. She i¢ now in the eigh-

teenth year of her age. The Fortune-hunters. have already caft their
eyes upon-her, and rtake care (o plant themfelves in her view wiiene-
ver fhe appears inany public aflembly. Thave my felf caught a young
“ jack-a-napes, with a pair of filver fringed gloves, in the very faét. You
“ muit know, Sir, Thave kept her as a prifoner of {tate ever fince fhe
* was in her teens. Her chamber windows are crofs-barred, fhe is not
« permitted
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« permitted to go out of the houfe but with her keeper, who is a ftaye d
« relation of my own; I have likewife forbid her the ufe of pen and ink
« for this twelve months laft paft, and do not fuffer a ban-box to be car-
« ried into her room before it has been fearched. Notwithftanding thefe
« precautions, I am at my wits end for fear of any fudden furprize.
« There were, two or three nights; ago, fome fiddles heard in the itreet,
« which I am afraid portend me no good; ' not ito mention a tall Jri/b
« man, that has been walking before my houfe more than once this win-
« ter. My kinfwoman likewife informs me, that the girl has ralked to
« her twice or thrice ofa gentleman in a fair wig, and that fhe loves to
% go to church more than ever fhe did in her life. - She gave me the flip
«about a week ago, upon which my whole houfe was in alarm. I im-
« mediately difpatched a hue and ery after her to the Change, to her
% mantua-maker, and to the young Ladies that vific her ; but after above
% an hours fearch fhe returned of herfelf, having been taking a walk, as
« fhe told me, by Refamond’s pond.. I have hereupon turned off her
« woman, doubled her guards, and given new inftructions to my relati-
« on, who, to give her her due, keeps a warchfu] eye over;all her moti-
«ons. This, Sir, keeps me in a perpetual anxiety, and makes me very
“ often watch when my daughter fleeps, as I am afraid fhe is even with
« me in her turn. -Now, Sir, what I would defire of you is, to repre-
« fent to this fluttering tribe of young fellows, who are for making their
« fortunes by thefe indire¢t means, that flealing a man’s daughter for the
« fake of her portion, is but a kind of tolerated robbery; and that theny
« make but a poor amends to the father, whom they plunder after this
4 manner, by going to bed with his child. Dear Sir, be fpeedy in your
« thoughts on this {ubjed, that, if poffible, they may appear before the
« disbanding of the army.
I'am, §'T R

Zour moff humble Servant, Tim. Watchwell.

Themiftocles, the great Athenian General, being asked whether he would
chufe to marry his daughter to an indigent man of merit, or to a worth-
lefs man of an eftate, replied, that he would prefer a man without an
eftate, to an eftate without a man.. The worft of it is, our modern for-
tune-hunters are thofe who turn their heads thac way, becaufe they are
good for nothing elfe. If a young fellow finds he can make nothing of
Cook and Littleton, he provides himfelf with a ladder of ropes, and by

that means very often enters upon the premifes. : 3
Vou. IIL Ggg Fhe
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The fame art of fcaling has likewife been praétifed with good fuccefs
by many military ingineers. Stratagems of this nature make parts and
induftry fuperfluous, and cut fhort the way to riches.

Nor is vanity a lefs motive than idlenefs to this kind of mercenary
purfuit. A Fop who admires his perfon in a glafs, foon enters intoa res
{olution of making his fortune byir, not queftioning but every: woman
that falls in his way will do himas much juitice as he does himfelf. When
an heirefs fees a man throwing particular graces into his ogle, or talking
loud within her hearing, fhe ought to look to her felf; but if withal fhe
obferves a pair, of red-heels, a patch, or any other particularity in his
drefs, fhe cannot take too much care of her perfon. © Thefe are baits -
not to be trifled with, charms that have done a world of execution, and
made their way into hearts which have been thought impregnable. The
force of a man with thefe qualifications is fo well known, that I amcredi:
bly informed there are feveral female undertakers about the Change, who
upon the arrival of a likely man out of a neighbouring kingdom, will fur
nith him with proper drefs from head to foot; to be paid for at.a dov-
ble price on the day of marriage. _

We muft however diftinguifh between fortune-hunters and fortune-
ftealers. The firft are thofe afliduousgentlemen who employ their whole
lives in the chace, without ever coming at the quarry. — Swffenus has
combed and powdered at the Ladies for thirty years together, and taken
his ftand in a fide box, ’till he is grown wrinkled under their eyes. He
is now laying the fame fnares for the prefent generation of beauties, which
he pratifed on their mothers. Cossslus, after having made his applieatis
ons to mote than you meet with in Ms. Cowley's ballad of miftreffes,
was at laft fmitten with a city Lady of 2coeo / flerling ; but died of
old age before he could bring matters to bear.  Nor muft I here omit
my worthy friend Mr. HoxEvcoms, who has often told us in theclub,
that for twenty years fucceflively, upon the death ofa childlefs rich man,
he immediately drew on his boots, called for his horfe, and made up to
the widow. When he is rallied upon his ill fuccefs, Wir 1 with his ufual
gaiety tells us, that he always found her pra-engaged.

Widows are indeed the great game of your fortune-hunters. There
is fearce a young fellow inthe town of fix foot high, that has not paffed
in review before one or other of thefe wealthy relifts, Hudibras's Cupidy
who :

——took bis fland
Vpon a widow's jointure land, i
15
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is daily employed in thfewing darts, and kindling'flames. But 45 for wi-
dows, they are fuch afubtle generation of people, that they may be left to
their own conduét; or if they make a falfe ftep in it, they are anfwer-
able for it to no body but themfelves. The young innocent creatures
who have no knowledge and ‘experience of the world, 4re thofe whofe
fafety I would principally confultin this fpeculation. The ftealinig of fuch
an_one fhould, in'my opinion, be as punifhable as a rape. Wheré there
is no judgment, there is no choice ; and why the inveigling a woman be.
fore fhe is come to years of difcretion, fhould not be as eriminal as the
feducing of her before fhe is ten years old, Iam at alofs to comprehend,

N T Tuefday, March 4.

————-fruges confumere nati, Hor.

VGUSTVS, a few moments before his death, asked his friends

whe ftood about him, if they thought he had a&ed his part well 5

and upon receiving fuch an anfwer as was due to his extraordi-

nary merit, Let me then, fays he, go of the flage with yoiur applaufe
ufing the expreflion with which the Romaen A&ors made their Exir at
the conclufion of a Dramatic piece. I could wifh that men, while they
are in health, would confider well the nature of the part they are enga-
ged in, and what figure it will make in the minds of thofe they leave be-
hind them : whether it was worth coming into the world for, whether
it be fuitable to a reafonable Being; in fhort, whether it appears prace-
fal in this life, orwill turn to an advantage in thenext. Let the fycophant,
or buffoon, the fatyrift, or the good companion, confider with himfelf,
when his body fhall be laid in the grave, and his foul pafs into another
ftate of exiftence, how much it will redound to his praife: to have it
faid of him, that no man in Eugland ear better; that he had an admiirable
talent at turning his friend into ridicule, that no body out-did him atan
ill-natured jeft, or that he never went to bed before he had difpatched
his third bottle. ‘Thefe are, however, very common funeral orations,and
Ggeg 2 Flogi-
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