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been filled with perfonal refle¢tions atid debates ; for which reafon I have
never once turned out of my way to obferve thofe little cavils which have
been made againft it by Envy or Ignorance. The common fry of fcrib-
lers, who have no other way of being taken notice of but by attacking
what has gain’d fome reputation in the world, would have furnifhed me
with bufinefs enough, had they found me difpofed to enter the Lifts with
them.

I thall conclude with the Fable of Bocecalins's traveller, who was {o
peftered with the noife of grafhoppers in his ears, that he alighted from
his horfe in great wrath to kill them all. This, fays the Author, was
troubling himfelf to no manner of purpofe: had he purfued his journey
without taking notice of them, the troublefome infects would have died
of themfelves in a very few weeks,.and he would have fuffered nothing
from them.

N° 361.  Thur[day, Hprz'f 24.

Tartaream tntendit vocem, qua protinus ommis |
Contremutt domnis=———--= Virg.

Have lately received the following Letter from a country Gentle-
man. :

Myr. SPECTATOR,

cc TI—]E night before T left London 1 went to fee a Play, called, Zhe

« Humorous Licutenant. Upon the rifing of the curtain I was
« yery much furprized with the great Confort of Cat-calls which was
« exhibited that evening, and ‘began to think with my felf that I had
¢ made a miftake, and gone to a Mufick-meeting, inftead of the Play-
« houfe. It appeared indeed a little odd to me to fee fo many perfons
« of quality of both fexes affembled together at a kind of Catterwawling;
« for I cannot look upon that performance to have been any thing bet-
« ger, whatever the Muficians them{elves might think of it. As I had

* ngacquaintance in the houfe to ask queftions of, and was forced to'go
« put
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« put-of town early the mext morning, I cotld not learn the fecret of
“ this matter. 'What I would therefove defire of you, is, to give fome
« account of this ftrange inftrument, which I found the company called
“a Cat-call ; and particularly to let me know whether it be a piece of
« mufic lately come from Iraly. For my own part, to be free with you,
« I'would rather hear an Englifh Fiddle ; though I durft not thew my
“ diflike whilit I was in the Play-houfe, it being my chance to fit the
% yery next man to one of the Performers.

I am, SIR, Zour moft affectionate Friend and Servant,
John Shallow, E/;

In compliance with 'Squire Shallow’s requeft, I defign this paper asa
Differtation upon the Cat-call. In order to make my felf a mafter of the
fubjett, 1 purchafed one the beginning of laft week, though not without
great difficulty, being informed at two or three Toyfhops that the Players
bad lately bought them all up. I have fince confulted many learned An-
tiquaries in relation to its original, and find them very much divided a-
mong themfelves upon that particular. A Fellow of the Royal Society,
who is my good friend, and a great proficient in the mathematical part
of mufic, concludes from the fimplicity of its make, and the uniformity
of it found, that the Cat-call is older than any of the inventions of Fu-
¢al. He obferves very well, that mufical inflruments took their firft rife
from the notes of birds, and other melodious animals ; and what, fays he,
was more natural than for the fir{t Ages of mankind to imitate the voice
of a Cat that lived under the fame roof with them ? he added, that the
Cathad contributed more to harmony than any other animal ; as we are
not only beholden to her for this wind-inftrument, but for our {tring-
mufic in general.

Another Virtuofo of my acquaintance will not allow the Cat-call to
be older than Thefpis, and is apt to think it appeared in the world foon
after the antient Comedy ; for which reafon it has ftill a place in our Dra-
matic entertainments : nor muft I here omit what a very curious Gentle-
man, who is lately returned from his travels, has more than once affured
me, namely, that there was lately dug up av Rome the Statue of a Mo-
mus, who holds an inftrument in his right-ha®d very much refembling our
modern Cat-call.

There are others who afcribe this inverntion to Ozphexs, and look up-
on the Cat-call to be one of thofe inftruments which that famous Mufician
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made ufe of to draw the beafts about him. It is certain, that the roafting
“of a cat does not call together a greater audience of that fpecies, than
this inftrument, if dexteroufly played upon in proper time and place.

But notwithftanding thefe various and learned conjeétures, I cannot

forbear thinking that the Cat-call is originally a piece of Eng/i/h mufick,
Its refemblance to the voice of fome of our Bririfb fongfters, as well a5
«the ufe of it, which is peculiar to our nation, confirms me in this opini-
on. It hasat leaft received great improvements among us, whether we
confider the inftrument it felf, or thofe feveral quaversand graces which
are thrown into the playing of it. Every one might be fenfible of this,
who heard that'remarkable over-grown Cat-call which was placed in the
center of the pit, and prefided over all the reft at the celebrated perfor-
‘mance lately exhibited in Drury-lane.

Having faid thus much concerning the original of the Cat-call, we are
in the next place to confider the ufe of it. The Cat-call exerts it felf
to moft advantage in the Brizi/b theatre: It very much improves the found
of Non-fenfe, and often goes along with the voice of the actor who pro-
nounces it, as the Violin or Harpficord accompanies the [ftalian Reci-
tativo.

It has often fupplied the place of the" antient Chorus, in the words of
Mr. *** In fhort, a bad Poet has as  great an ‘antipathy to a Cat-call, as
many people have to'a real Cat. '

M. Collier, in his ingenious Eflay 'upon Mufick, has the following
paflage: Hobs

I believe it is poffible toinvent an inftrument that fball have a gquite
contrary effect to thofe martialonesmowin ufe: anInftrament that fbail fink
the (piritsy and fhakethe nerves, and curdle the blood, and mnfpire defpair,
and cowardice and conflernation, at a furprizing rate. - It is probable the
roaring of @ Lo, the warbling of Cats and Scritch-owls, toget her witha
mixture of the howlingof Dags, judicionfly imitated andcompounded,might
g0 @ great wayin this invention. Whether fuch Anti-mufick as this might
wot be of fervice in @ camp, I fbail leave to the military men to confiden.

What this learned (Gentleman fuppofes.in  fpeculation; I have known
a@tually verified in pradtice. 'The:Cat-call has ftruck a'damp into Gene-
rals, and frighted Heroes off the ftige;! /At the firft found of it I have
feen a crowned head tremble; and a Princefs fall into fits. The Aumorons
Lieutenant himfelf could not fland it; nay, I am told that even Abman-
zor looked like a moufe, and trembled at the voice of this terrifying in-
{trument. ; 1 ] o :

As
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As it is of a Dramatic nature, and peculiarly appropriated to the
ftage, I can by no means approve the thought of that angry lover, who,
after an unfuccefsful purfuit of fome years, took leave of his Miftrefs in
a ferenade of Cat-calls,

I muit conclude this paper with the account I have lately received of
an ingenious artift, who has long ftudied this inftrument, and is very well
verfed in all the rules of the Drama. He teaches to play on it by book,
and to exprefs by it the whole art of criticifm. He has his bafe and his
treble Cat-call ; the former for Tragedy, the latter for Comedy; only in
Tragy-comedies they may both play together in confort. He has a par-
ticular fqueak to denote the violation of each of the unities, and has dif-
ferent founds to fhew whether he aims at the poet or the player. In fhort,
he teaches the Smut-note, the Fuftian-note, the Stupid-note, and has com-
pofed a kind of air that may ferve asan A&-tune to an incorrigible play,
and which takes in the: whole compafs. of the Cat-call,

N° 367.  Thurfday, May 1.

wammme= Pogstuy e pgrci;e charte.. _]uv..

Have often pleafed my felf with confidering the two kinds of be-
nefits which accrue to the publick from thefe my Speculations, and
which, were I to fpeak after the manner of Logicians, I would diftin-
guith into the Materialand the Formal. By the lacter underftand thofe
advantages which my Readers receive, as their minds are either improv-
ed or delighted. by thefe my daily labours; but having already feveral
times defcanted on my endeavours in this light, I fhall at prefent wholly
confine my felf to the confideration of the former.. By the word Mare-
riz) 1 mean thofe benefits which arife to the publick from thefe my Spe-
culations, as they confume a confiderable quantity of our paper manufa-
tture, employ our Artifans in printing, and find bufinefs, for great num-

bers of indigent perfons.
Our paper-manufaéture takesintoit feveral mean materials which could be
put to no ether ufe, and affords work for feveral hands in the colle®ing
of.
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