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As it is of a Dramatic nature, and peculiarly appropriated to the
ftage, I can by no means approve the thought of that angry lover, who,
after an unfuccefsful purfuit of fome years, took leave of his Miftrefs in
a ferenade of Cat-calls,

I muit conclude this paper with the account I have lately received of
an ingenious artift, who has long ftudied this inftrument, and is very well
verfed in all the rules of the Drama. He teaches to play on it by book,
and to exprefs by it the whole art of criticifm. He has his bafe and his
treble Cat-call ; the former for Tragedy, the latter for Comedy; only in
Tragy-comedies they may both play together in confort. He has a par-
ticular fqueak to denote the violation of each of the unities, and has dif-
ferent founds to fhew whether he aims at the poet or the player. In fhort,
he teaches the Smut-note, the Fuftian-note, the Stupid-note, and has com-
pofed a kind of air that may ferve asan A&-tune to an incorrigible play,
and which takes in the: whole compafs. of the Cat-call,
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Have often pleafed my felf with confidering the two kinds of be-
nefits which accrue to the publick from thefe my Speculations, and
which, were I to fpeak after the manner of Logicians, I would diftin-
guith into the Materialand the Formal. By the lacter underftand thofe
advantages which my Readers receive, as their minds are either improv-
ed or delighted. by thefe my daily labours; but having already feveral
times defcanted on my endeavours in this light, I fhall at prefent wholly
confine my felf to the confideration of the former.. By the word Mare-
riz) 1 mean thofe benefits which arife to the publick from thefe my Spe-
culations, as they confume a confiderable quantity of our paper manufa-
tture, employ our Artifans in printing, and find bufinefs, for great num-

bers of indigent perfons.
Our paper-manufaéture takesintoit feveral mean materials which could be
put to no ether ufe, and affords work for feveral hands in the colle®ing
of.
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of them, which are incapable of any other employment. Thofe poor re-
tailers, whom we fee fo bufy in every fireet, deliver in their refpedtive
gleanings to the Merchant. The Merchant carries them in loads to the
paper-mill, where they pafs through a frefh {et of hands, and give lifeyy
another trade. Thofe who have mills on theireftates, by this means cop.
{iderably raife their rents, and the whole nation isin a great meafure fiup-
plied with a manufacture, for which formerly fhe was obliged to hey
neighbours.

The materials are no fooner wrought into paper, but they are difiyi.
buted among the prefles, where they again fet innumerable artifts acwork,
and furnith bufinefs to another myitery.  From hence, accordingly as they
are ftained with news or politicks, they fly through the town in Poff-mey,
Poft-boys, Daily-courants, Reviews, Medleys,and Examiners. Nen, wo-
men, and children contend who fhall be the firft bearers of them, and
get their daily {uftenance by fpreading them. In fhort, when [ wrace iy
my mind a bundle of rags to a quire of Specfators, I find fo many hands
employed in every ftep they take through their whole progrefs, that while
I am writing a Specfator, 1 fancy my felf providing bread for a multitude,

IfIdo not take care to obviate fome of my witty Readers, they will be apt
to tell me, that my paper, after it 1s thus printed and publithed, is ftill be-
neficial to the publick on feveral occafions. I muit confefs [ have lighted
my pipe with my own works for this twelve-month paft: my Landlady
often {ends up her little daughter to defire fome of my old Speiators,
and has frequently told me, that the paper they are printed on is the beft
in the world to wrap fpice in. They likewife make a good foundation
for 2 Mutton-pye, as I have more than once experienced, and were very
much fought for laft Chriffmas by the whole neighbourhood. '

Itis pleafant enough to confider the changes that a linnen fragment
undergoes, by pafling through the feveral hands above-mentioned. The
fineit pieces of Holland, when torn to tatters, affume a new whitnefs more

beautiful than their firft, and often return in the fhape of letters to their

native country. A Ladies fhift may be metamorphofed into Billet-dou,
and come into her poffeflion a fecond time. A Beau may perufe his cra-
vat after it is worn out, with greater pleafure and advantage than ever he
did ina glafs. In a word, a piece of cloth, after having officiated for
fome years asa towel or a napkin, may by this means be raifed from a
dunghill, and become the moft valuable piece of furniture in a Prince’s
cabinet.

The
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The politeft nations of Ewrepe have endeavoured to vie with one ano-
ther for the reputation of the fineftprinting: abfolute Governments, as well
as Republicks, have encouraged an art which feems to be the nobleft and
moft beneficial that was ever invented among the fons of men. The pre-
fent King of France, in his purfuits after Glory, has particularly diitin-

uithed himfelf by the promoting of this ufeful art, infomuch that feve-
ral books have been printed in the Lonwvre at his own expence, upon
which he fets fo great a value, that he confiders them as the nobleft pre-
fents he can make to foreign Princes and Ambaffadors. If we look into
the Commonwealths of Holland and Fenice, we fhall find that in this par-
ticular they have made themfelves the envy of the greateft Monarchies.
Elzevir and Aldus are more frequently mentioned than any Penfioner of
the one or Doge of the other.

The feveral prefles which are now in England, and the great encou-
ragement which has been given to learning for fome years laft paft, has
made our own nation as glorious upon this account, as for itslate triumphs
and conquefts. The new Edition which is given us of Ce/ar’s Commen-
taries, has already been taken notice of in foreign Gazertes, and isa work
that does honour to the Engdifb Prefs. It is no wonder that an Edition
fhould be very correct, which has pafled through the hands of one of the
moft accurate, learned, and judicious writers this age has produced. The
Beauty of the paper, of the Charattersand of the feveral Cuts with which
this noble work 1s illuftrated, makes it the fineft book that I have ever
feen; and is a true inftance of the Euglifb Genius, which, though it does
not come the firft into any art, generally carries it to greater heights than
any other country in the world. [am particularly glad that this Author
comes from a Bririfb printing-houfe in {o great a magnificence, as he is
the firft who has given us any tolerable account of our country.

My illiterate readers, if any fuch there are, will be furprized to hear
me talk of Learning as the glory of a nation, and of Printing as an art
that gains a reputation to a people among whom it flourithes. When
mens thoughts are taken up with avarice and ambirion, they cannot look
upon any thing as great or valuable, which does not bring with it an ex-
traordinary power or intereft to the perfon who is concerned in it. But
a1 fhall never fink this paper fo far as to engage with Goths and Fan-
dals, 1 fhall only regard fuch kind of reafoners with that pity which is
due to fo deplorable a degree of flupidity and igherance.
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