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N° 321.  Saturday, March 8.

Nec Jatis eff pulchra effe poemata, dulcia funto, Hor.

HOSE, who know how many velumes have been written on the

. Poems of Horace and Firgil, will eafily pardon the length of my
difcourfe upon Milton. The Paradife Loff is looked upon, by the
beft judges, as the greateft production, or at leaft the nobleft work of
Genius, in our language, and therefore deferves to be fet before an Eng-
Jifb reader in its full beauty. For this reafon, though I have endea-
voured to give a general idea of its Graces and Imperfections in my fix
firft papers, I thought my felf obliged to beftow one upon every book
in particular. The three firft books I have already difpatched, and am
now entring upon the fourth. I need not acquaint my Reader, that there
are multitudes of beauties in this great Author, efpecially in the defcrip-
tive parts of his Poem, which I have not touched upon; it being my
intention to point out thofe only, which appear to me the moft exqui-
fite, or thofe which are not {o cbvious to ordinary Readers. Every one
that has read the Critics, who have written upon the Odyffy, the Iliad,
and the AEneid, knows very well, that though they agree in their opi-
nions of the great beauties in thofe Poems, they have neverthelefs each
of them difcovered feveral mafter-flrokes, which have efcaped the obfer-
vation of the reft. In the fame manner, I queftion not but any writen
who fhall treat on this fubjeét after me, may find feveral beauties in Mi/
ton, which I have not taken notice of. I muit likewife obferve; that as
the greateft mafters of critical learning differ among one another, as to
fome particular points in an Epic Poem, I have not bound my felf fcru-
puloufly to the rules which any one of them has laid down upon that
art, but have taken the liberty fometimes to join with one, and fometimes
with another, and {ometimes to differ from all of them, when I have
thought that the reafon of the thing was on my fide. 123

We
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We may confider the beauties of the fourth book under three heads,
In the firft are thofe Pictures of Still-life, which we meet with in the
defcriptions of Eden, Paradifé, Adam’'s bower, &c. In the next are the
Machines, which comprehend the fpeeches and behaviour of the goed
and bad Angels. In the laft is the Conduét of Adem and Eve, who are
the principal A¢tors in the Poem.

In the defcription of Peradifé, the Poet has obferved Arifforle’s pyle
of lavifhing all the ornaments of diftion on the weak una&ive parts of
the fable, which are not fupported by the beauty of fentiments and cha-
rafters. Accordingly the Reader may obferve, that the ExprefTions are
more florid and elaborate in thefe defcriptions, than in moft other parts
of the Poem. -Imuft further add, thatthough the Drewings of gar-
dens,. rivers, rainbows, and the like 'dead pieces of nature, are juftly cen.
fured in an Heroic Poem, when they run out. into an unneceffary
length; the defeription of Paradife would have been faulty, had not the
Poet been very particular in it, not only as it is the Scene of the princi-
pal aétion, buc as it is requifite to give us an idea of. that Happinefs from
which our firft Parents fell. - The plan of it is wonderfully- beautiful, -and
formed upon the fhort sketch which we have of it in holy writ. AMilron’s
exuberance of imagination has poured forth fuch a redundancy of orna-
ments on this {eat of happinefs.and innocence, that it would be endlefs
to point out each particular.

I muft not quit this head, without further obferving, that there is fcarce
a fpeech of Addam -er Eve in the whole Poem, wherein the fentiments
and allufions are not: taken from this their delightful habitation. The
Reader, during their whole courfe of A&ion, always finds himfelf in the
walks of Paradife. In fhort, as the Critics have remarked, that in thofe
Poems, wherein Shepherds are A&ors, the thoughts ought always to
take a tinfture from the woods, fields and rivers; fo we may obferve;
that our firft parents feldom lofe fight of their happy ftation -in any thing
they fpeak or do; and, if the Reader will give me leave to ufe theex
preflion, that their thoughts are always paradifiacal.

We are in the next place to confider the Machines of the fourth book.
Satan being now within profpe& of Eden, and looking round upon the
glories of the creation, .is filled with fentiments different from  thofe
which he difcovered whillt he was in Hell. The place infpires him with
thoughts more adapted to it: he refle@ls upon the happy condition from

.whence he fell, and breaks forth into a fpeech that is foftned with feverah
tranfient touches of remorfe and felf-accufation: but at length, he, con-

firms

———
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firms himfelf in impenitence, and in his defign of drawing men into his
own ftate of guilt and mifery. This confli of paflions 1s raifed with a
reat deal of art, as the opening of his fpeech to the Sun is very bold

and noble.

O thou that with furpafing glory crown'd
Look’ft fiem thy fole domivion like the God

OFf this new world, at whofe fight all the Stars
Hide their diminifb’d beads, to thee I call

Bur with no friendly voice, and add thy name
O Sun, 2o rell thee how I bate thy beams,

That bring to my remembrance from what flate
I fell, how glorious once above thy [phere.

This fpeech is, I think, the fineft that is afcribed to §afzzin the whole
Poem. 'The evil {pirit afterwards proceeds to make his difcoveries con-
cerning our firlt parents, and to learn after what manner they may be
beft attacked.  His bounding over the walls of Paradife; his fitting in
the thape of a cormorant upon the tree of life, which {tood in the cen-
ter of it, and over-topped all the other trees of the garden; his alight-
ing among the herd of animals, which are fo beautifully reprefented as
playing about 4dam and Ewve; together with his transforming himfelf
mto different fhapes, in order to hear their converfation; are circum-
flances that give an agreeable furprize to the reader, and are devifed with
great art, to connect that feries of adventures in which the Poet has en-
gaged this great artificer of fraud. '

The thought of Safen’s transformation into a cormorant, and placing
himfelf on the tree of lifé, fcems raifed upon that paffage in the I/iad,
where two deities are defcribed, as perching on the top of an oak in
the fhape of vulturs.

His planting himfelf at the ear of Eve under the form of a toad, in
order to produce vain dreams and imaginations, is a circumftance of the
fame nature ; as his ftarting up in his own form is wonderfully fine, both
in the literal defcription, and in the moral which 1s concealed under it.
His anfwer upon his being difcovered, and demanded to give an account
of himfelf, is conformable to the pride and intrepidity of his charaéter.

Know ye not then, faid Satan, filld with feorn,

Know ye not me? ye kuew me once no mate

For you, there fitting where you durft not foar;
ST

Vor. II. The
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Not to know me argues your felves unknowi,
The loweft of your throng ;

Zéphow's rebuke, with th:; influence it had on Satan, 1q exquiﬁr;l}r
graceful and moral. Satan is afterwards led away to Gabdriel; the chief
of the guardian Angels, who kept watch in Paradife. . His difdainful
behaviour on this occafion is fo remarkable a beauty, that the moft or-
dinary reader cannot but take notice of it. Gabriel’s dli_::m'_ermg his ap-
proach at a diftance, 1s drawn with great {trength and livelinefs of ima-
gination.

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet
Haf'ning this way, and-wow by glimps difeern
Ithuriel and Zephon #hrough the fhade ;

And with them comes a thirdof regal port,
But faded [plendor wan ; who by bis gat
And fierce demeanor feems the Prince of Hell,
Not likely to part bence without contefl ;
Stand firm, for in bis look defiance lours.

The conference between Géabrzel and Saran abounds with fentiments
proper for the occafion, and fuitable to the perfons of the two fpeakers,
Satan's cloathing himfelf with Terror, when he prepares for the combat,
is truly fublinie, and at leaft equal to Homer’s defcription of Difcord ce-
lebrared by Longinus, or to that of Fame in Firgif, who are both repre-
{ented with their feet ftanding upon the earth, and their heads reaching
above the clouds.

While thus be [pake, ti angelic fquadron bright
Turn'd fiery red, fbarpning in mooned borns
Their phalanx, and began to hem bims round
With pointed [pears, &c.

— Op th’ other, fide, Satan alaym’d,

Colleting all bis might dilated ffood

Like Tenariff or Atlas wnremov'd.

His flature reach'd the sky, and on bis creft
Sar Horror plum'd;

I muft here take notice, that Mzlton is every where. full of hints and
fometimes literal tranflations, taken from the greateft of the Greek and
Latin Poets. Bur this I.may referve for a dilcourfe by it felf;” becaufe I

; would
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would not break the thread of thefe Speculations, that are defigned for
Englifb readers, with fuch refle&ions as would be of no ufe but to the
Learned.

I muft however obferve in this place; that the breaking off the com-
bat between Gabriel and Satan, by ‘the hanging out of the golden Scales
in heaven, is a refinement upon Homer's thought, who tells'us, thac
before the battel between Heéfor and Achilles,  Fupiter weighed the
event of it in a pair of fcales. "The reader may iee the whole paflage
in the 22d ITliad. )

Virgil, before the laft decifive combat, defcribes Fupiterin the fame
manner, as weighing the fates of Twraus and ALwreas. Milton, thouch
he fetched this beautiful circumflance from the flied and FEneid, docs
not only infert it as a poetical-Embellithment;  like the Authors above-
mentioned ; but makes an artful ufe of it for the proper'carrying'on of
his'Fable, and for the breaking off the combat between the two watriors,
who were upon the point of engaging.. To this we may!further add,
that Milton is the more juflified in this paffage, as we find the fame
noble Allegory in holy writ, where a wicked Prince; {fome few hours
before he was affaulted and {lain, is faid to have been weighed in the
[feales, and to bave been found wanting. :

[ muft here take notice, under the head of the Machines, that Uriel’s
gliding down to the earth upen a fun-beam, with - the Poet’s device to
make him deféend, as well in his return to the E:un, as in his coming from
it, 15 a prettinefs that might have been admired in a little fmcrful Poet,
but feems below the Genius of Mz/ton. The defeription of the Hoft of
armed Angels walking their nightly round in Paeradife, is of another

fpirit ;

8o faying, on be led bis mdiaﬂ.ﬁ Jfiles,
Dazling rf he Mooa 5

a3 that account of the Hymns, which our firft Parents ufed:to ficar them
fing in thefe their midnight walks, is altogether divine, and inexpreffibly
amufing to the imagination.

We are, in the laft place, to confider the parts which #dam and’ Eve
a&t in the fourth book.. The defeription of them as they firft appeared
to Sazan, is exquilitely drawn, and fuflicient to make the fallen: Angel
gaze upon them with all that Aftonifhment, -and thofe emotions 'of En-
v, in which he is reprefented

51 2 Two
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Twe of far nobler [bape evect and tall,
God-like erect, with native honouy clad

In naked majefly feem'd lords of all.

And worthy feeni'd, for in their leoks divine
The image of their glorious Maker [bon,
Truth, wifdom, fanttitude fevere and pure
Severe, but in true filial freedom plac'd:
For contemplation be and valour form'd,

For fiftnefs [be and [weet attrailive grace ;
He for God only, [be for God in bim :

His fair large front, and eye fublime declar'd
Abfolute rule; and hyacinthine locks

Round from bis parted forelock manly bung
Cluftring, but not beneath bis fhoulders broad :
She as a veil down ro ber flender wafle

Her unadorned golden treffes wore
Dif-fbevel'd, but in wanton riuglets wav'd.
So pafi’d they naked on, nor [bunw'd the [ight
Of God or Angels, for they thought no ill:
So band in hand they pafv'd, the lovelieft pair
That ever fince in loves embraces met.

There is a fine fpirit of Poetry in the Lines which follow, wherem
they are defcribed as fitting on a bed of flowers by the fide of a foune
tain, amidft a mixed aflembly of animals.

-The {peeches of thefe two firft Lovers flow equally from paffion and
{incerity. 'The profeflions they make to one another are full of warmth;
but at the fame time founded on truth. In a word, they are the Gallan-
tries of Paradife.

——When Adam firft of Men——

Sole partner and file part of all thefe joys
‘Dearer thy [elf than all;
But let us ever praifé bim, and extol =
His bounty, following our delightful task,

To prune thofe growing plants and tend thefe flowers,
W hich were it toilfome, yet with thee were fiveer.

To whom thus Eve reply'd, O thox for whom
And from whom I was form'd, flefb of thy flefb,

And without whom am to no endy, my guide

nd
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And bead, what thou baft faid is juff and righ.
For we to him indeed all praifes owe

And daily thanks, I chicfly who enjoy

8o far the happier lot, enjoying thee

Praeminent by (o much odds, while thosn

Like confore to thy felf canft no where find, &c.

The remaining part of Eve’s fpeech, in which fhe gives an account
of her felf upon her firft creation, and the manner in which fhe was
brought to Adam, is I think as beautiful a paffage as any in Milton, or
perhaps in any other Poet whatfoever. ‘Thefe paflages are all worked
off with fo much art, that they are capable of pleafing the moft delicate
Reader, without offending the mofit fevere.

That day I oft remember, when from fleep, &c.

A Poet of lefs judgment and invention than this great Author, would
have found it very difficult to have filled thefe tender parts of the Poem
with fentiments proper for a fate of Innocence; to have defcribed the
warmth of love, and the profeflions ‘of it, without artifice or hyperbole ;
to have made the Man {peak the moft endearing things, without defcend-
ing from his natural dignity, and the Woman receiving them without
departing from the modefty of her charafter ; in a word, to adjuit the
prerogatives of Wifdom and Beauty, and make each appear to the other
in its proper force and lovelinefs. This mutual fubordination of the
two fexes is wonderfully kept up in the whole Poem, as particularly in the
fpeech of Ewe 1 have before-mentioned, and upon the conclufion of it
in the following lines. ”

LS s
i)
Tt

. 8o [(pake our general mother, and with eyes
Of conjugal attratlion unreprov'd,
And meck [urrender, balf embracing lean'd
On our firft father, half ber fwelling breaft
Naked met bis under the flowing gold
OF ber loofe treffes bid ; he in delight
Both of ber beauty and fubmi(five charms.
Smil'd with fuperiour love,

The Poet adds, that the Devil turned away with envy at the fight of
fo much happinefs.

We
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We have another view of our firft Parents in their evening difcourfes,
which is full of pleafing images and fentiments fuitable ‘to their condi-
tion and charaéters. The fpeech of Ewe, in particular, is drefled up in
{uch a foft and natural turn of words and fentiments, as cannot be fuff-
ciently admired.

I fhall clofe my reflections upon this book, with obferving the mafterly
tranfition which the Poet makes to their evening worfhip, in the fol-
Towing lines.

Thus at their fhadie lodge arriv'd, both flood,

Both turiw'dy and under open sky ador'd

The God that made both sky, air, earth and heaw's,
Which they bebeld, the Moow's refplendent globe
And flarry Pole : Thou alfo mad’ft the night,
Maker omnipotent, and thou the day, ®e.

Moft of the modern heroic Poets have imitated the Ancients; in be.
ginning a {fpeech without premifing, that the perfon faid thus or thus ; but
as it'is eafie to imitate the Ancients in the omiflion of two or three
words, it requires judgment to do it in fuch a manner as they fhall not
be miffed, and that the fpeech may begin naturally without them. There
18 a fine inftance of this kind out of Homer, -in the twenty third Chaptér
of Longinus. T1hkgas

N°927.% “Saturday, March 15.

——————— Major verum mibi uafiitur ordy. Vitg.

E were told in the foregoing book how the ey

upon Ewe as fhe lay afleep, in order to infpire

~ of vanity, pride and ambition. The Author, who fhews a won-
derful art throughout his whole Poem, in preparing the Reader for the
feveral occurrences that arife in it, founds upon the above-mentioned cir-
cumitance the firft part of the fifth book,  _4dum upon-his awaking finds
Ewve {till afleep, with an unufual difcompofure in her loe‘ks.‘ T%e po-

fture

il fpirit practifed
her with thoughts
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