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“ while fince have pointed unto, your Grace being not ignorant of my
“ fufpicion therein.

“ Butif you have alredy determined of ‘me, and that not only my
death, but an infamous flander muft bring you the enjoying of your
defired happinefs; then I defire of Gad, that he will pardon your great |
fin therein, and likewife mine enemies, the inftruments thereof; and

that he will not call you to a ftri¢t account for your unprincely and
cruel u'age of me, at his general judgment feat, where both you and

my felf muit fhortly appear, and in whofe judgment I doubt not (what-
foever the world may think of me) mine innocence fhall be openly

“ known, and fufficiently cleared.

“ My laft and only requeft fhall be, that my felf may only bear the
burthen of your- Grace’s difpleafure, and that it may not touch the
innocent Souls of thofe poor Gentlemen, who (as I underftand) are
likewife in ftrait imprifonment for my fake. If ever I have found fa-

vour in your fight, if ever the name of Au» Boleyr hath been pleafing

in your ears, then let me obtain this requeft, and I will fo leave to trou-

ble your Grace any further, with mine earneft prayers to the Trinity

to have your Grace in his good keeping, and to direét you in all your
aftions. From my doleful prifon in the Zawer, this fixth of May;

Zour moft loyal and ever faithful wife, Ann Boleyn.
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Ut nemo.in fefe tentat defcendere ! —-—- Perf.

: Ypocrifie, at the fafhionable end of the town, is very different
from hypocrifie in the city. The modith hypocrite endeavours
to appear more vicious than he redlly is, the other kind of ‘hy-

pocrite more virtuous. ‘The former is afraid of every thing that hasthe
fhew of religion in it, and would be thought engaged in many criminal
gallantries and amours, which he is not guilty of. The latter affumes 2
face of fanétity, and covers a multitude of vices under a feeming religi-
ous. deportment.

But
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But thereis another kind of Hypocrifie, which differs from both thefe,
and which [ intend to make the {ubject of this paper: I mean thar Hypo-
crifie, by which a man does not only deceive the world, but very often
impofes on himfelf ; that Hypoerifie, which conceals his own hedrt from
him, and makes him believe he is more virtuous$ than he really is, and
either not attend to his vices, or miftake even his vices for virtues. It is
this fatal hypocrifie and felf-deceit, which is taken notice of in thofe
words, #'ho can underfland bis ervors ¢ cleanfe thou me from fecret
faults.

If the open Profeflors of impiety deferve the utmoft application and
endeavours of moral writers to recover them from vice and folly, how
much more may thofe lay a claim to their care and compailion, who are
walking in the paths of death, while they fancy themielves engaged in a
courfe of virtue ! I fhall endeavour, therefore, to lay down fome rules
for the difcovery of thofe vices that lurk in the fecret corners of the
foul, and to thew my Reader thofe methods by which he may arrive at
a true and impartial knowledge of himfelf. The ufual means prefcribed
for this. purpofe, are to examine our felves by the rules which are laid
dewn for our direétion in facred writ, and to compare our lives with
the life of that perfon who atted up to the perfection of human nature,
and is the ftanding example, as well as the great guide and inftruéor,
of thofe who receive his do&rines. Though thefe two heads cannot be
too- much infifted upon, I fhall but juft mention them, fince they have
been handled by many great and eminent writers.

I would therefore propofe the following methods to the confideration
of fuch as would find out their fecret faults, and make a true eftimate
of themfelves.

In the firft place, let them confider well what are the chara@ers which
they bear among their enemies. Our friends very often flatter us, as
much as our own hearts. They either do not {ee our faults, or conceal
them from us, or foften them by their reprefentations, after fuch a man-
net, that we think them too trivial to be taken notice of. An adverfary,
on the contrary, makes a ftri¢ter fearch into us, difcovers every flaw and
imperfection in our tempers, and though his malice may fet them in too
ftrong a light, it has generally fome ground for what it advances. A friend
exaggerates a man’s virtues, an enemy inflames his crimes. A wife man
‘hould give a juft attention to both of them, {o far as they may tend to
the improvement of the one, and diminution of the other. Plutarch has
written an Effay on the benefits which a man may receive from his ene-
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mies, and, among the good fruits of enmity, mentions this in particular,
that by the reproaches which it cafts upon us we fee the worit fide of
our felves, and open our eyes to feveral blemifhes and defedts in our
lives and converfations, which we fhould not have obferved, without the
help of fuch ill-natured monitors.

In order likewife to come at a true knowledge of our felves, we fhould
confider on the other hand how far we may deferve the praifes and ap-
probations which the world beftows upon us ; whether the attions they
celebrate proceed from laudable and worthy motives, and how far we are
really poflefled of the virtues which gain us applaufe amongift thofe with
whom we converfe. Such a refle&ion is abfolutely neceflary, if we con-
fider how apt we are either to value or condemn our felves by the opi-
nions of others, and to facrifice the report of our own hearts to the
judgment of the world.

In the next place, that we may not deceive our felves in a point of fo
much importance, we fhould not lay too great a {trefs on any fuppofed
virtues we poflefs that are of a doubtful nature : and fuch we may efteem
all thofe in which multitudes of men diffent from us, who are as good
and wife as our felves. We fhould always a& with great cautioufnefs
and circumfpe&ion, in points where it is not impoffible that we may be
deceived. Intemperate zeal, biggotry and perfecution for any party or
opinion, how praife-worthy foever they may appear to weak men of our
own principles, produce infinite calamigjes among mankind, and are highly
criminal in their own nature ; and yet how many perfons eminent for
piety fuffer fuch monftrous and abfurd principles of aftion to take root
in their minds under the colour of virtues? For my own part, I muft own
I never yet knew any party fo juft and reafonable, that a man could fol-
low it in its height and violence, and at the fame time be innocent.

We fhould likewife be very apprehenfive of thofe actions which pro-
ceed from natural conftitution, favourite paflions, particular education,
or whatever promotes our worldly intereft or advantage. In thefe and
the like cafes, a man’s judgment is eafily perverted, and a wrong biafs
hung upon his mind. Thefe are the inlets of prejudice, the unguarded
avenues of the mind, by which a thoufand errors and fecret faults find
admiflion, without being obferved or taken notice of. A wife man will
fufpec thofe ations to which he is direéted by fomething befides Reafon,
and always apprehend fome concealed evil in every refolution that is of
a difputable nature, when it is conformable to his particular temper, his

age, or way of life, or when it favours his pleafure or his profit.
There
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There is nothing of greater importance to us, than thus diligently to
Gift our thoughts, and examine all thefe dark recefies of the mind, if we
would eftablifh our fouls in fuch a folid and fubftantial virtue, as will turn
to account in that great day, when it muft {tand the teft of infinite wif-
dom and juftice.

I fhall conclude this Effay with obferving, that the two kinds of Hy-
pocrifie I have here fpoken of, namely, that of deceiving the world, and
that of impofing on our felves, are touched with wonderful beauty in the
hundred thirty ninth Pfalm. The folly of the firft kind of Hypocrifie is
there fet forth by refle@ions on God’s Omnifcience and Omniprefence,
which are celebrated in as noble {trains of Poetry as any other I ever met
with, either facred or prophane. The other kind of Hypocrifie, where-
by a man deceives himfelf; is intimated in the two laft verfes, where the
Pfalmift addrefles himfelf to the great Searcher of hearts in that emphati-
cal petition ; 77y me, O God, and [eek the ground of my heart : prove
me, and examine my thoughts. Look well if there be any way of wicked-
nefs in me, and lead me in the way everlafiing.

~IN° 403. Thur[day, - Fune 12.

g >
Ous mores bominum multorgm vidit---—--= Hor.

HEN I confider this great city in its feveral quarters and divi-
fions, I look upon it as an aggregate of various nations diftin-
guifhed from each other by their refpeétive cuftoms, manners
and interefts. ‘The courts of two countries do not fo much differ from
one another, as the court and city in their peculiar ways of life and con-
verfation. In fhort, the inhabitants of St. Fames’s, notwithftanding they
live under the fame laws, and fpeak the fame language, are a diftinct peo-
ple from thofe of Cheapfide, who are likewife removed from thofe of the
Temple on the one fide, and thofe of Smithfield on the other, by feveral
climates and degrees in' their way of thinking and converfing together.
For this reafon, when any public affair is upon the anvil, I love to hear

the refle@tions that arife upon it in the feveral diftrifts and parifhes of
Qoo 2z London
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