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juft come in, with advice that the King was in good health, and was
gone out a hunting the very morning the Poft came away: upon which
the haberdather ftole off his hat that hung upon a2 wooden peg by him,
and retired to his fhop with great confufion. This intelligence put a
{top to my travels, which I had profecuted with much fatisfaction ; not
being a little pleafed to hear fo many different opinions upon fo great an
event, and to obferve how naturally upon fuch a piece of news every
one is apt to confider it with a regard to his own particular intereft and
advantage.

N° 405. .S’qmrdsgy, June I4.

Oi 3 wonpegior womy Bedv [Adonavro,
KaAdy ceidorree wadove x.i;i:m "‘ﬁxmcﬁlg
Miamovres “Exdepyor. § 5 epiva Tipmer antwr. Hom.

Am very forty to find, by the Opera-bills for this day, that we are
likely to lofe the greateft performer in dramatic mufic that is new
living, or that perhaps ever appeared upon a ftage. I need not ac-

quaint my Reader, that I am fpeaking of Signier Nicolini. The town is
highly obliged to that excellent artift, for having fhewn us the Zralian
mulic in its perfection, as well as for that generous approbation he lately
gave to an Opera of our own country, in which the compofer endeavour-
ed to do juiftice to the beauty of the words, by following that noble ex-
ample, which has been fet him by the greateft foreign mafters in that art.

I could heartily wifh there was the fame application and endeavours to

cultivate and improve our Church-mufic, as have been lately beftowed
on that of the ftage.  Our Compofers have one very great incitement to
it : they are fure to meet with excellent words, and, at the fame time, a
wonderful variety ‘of ‘them. There is' no paffion that is not finely ex-
prefled in thofe parts of the infpired writings, which are proper for divine

Songs and Anthems.
‘T'here is.a certain coldnefs and indifference in the phrafes of our Zu-
#opean languages, when they are compared with the oriental forms of
fpeech;
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fpeech; and it happens very luckily, that the Hebrew Idioms run into
the Engli/b tongue with a particular grace and beauty. Our language has
received innumerable elegancies and improvements, from that infufion of
Hebraifims, which are derived to it out of the poetical paflages in holy
Writ. They givea force and energy to our expreflions, warm and ani-
mate our language, and convey our thoughts in more ardent and intenfe
phmfes, than any that are to be met with in our own tongue. There is
{omething fo pathetick in this kind of di&ion, that it often fets the mind
in a flame, and makes our hearts burn within us. How cold and dead
does a prayer appear, that is compofed in the moft elegant and polite
forms of {peech, which are natural to our tongue, when it is not height-
ned by that folemnity of phrafe, which may be drawn from the facred
writings. It has been faid by fome of the ancients, that if the Gods were
to talk with men, they would certainly {peak in Plaro’s ftile; but I think
we may fay, with juftice, that when mortals converfe with their Creator,
they cannot do it in fo proper a ftile as in that of the holy Scriptures.

If any one would judge of the beauties of poetry that are to be met
with in the divine writings, and examine how kindly the Hebrew man-
ners of {peech mix and incorporate with the Eng/i/b language ; after hav-
ing perufed the book of Pfalms, let him read a literal tranflation of Ho-
race or Pindar. He will find in thefe two laft fuch an abfurdity and
confufion of ftile with fuch a comparative poverty of Imagination, as will
make him very fenfible of what I have been here advancing.

Since we have therefore fuch a treafury of words, fo beautiful in them-
felves, and fo proper for the airs of Mufick, I cannot but wonder that
perfons of diftin@tion fhould give fo little attention and encouragement
to that kind of Mufick, which would have its foundation in Reafon, and
which would improve our virtue in proportion as it raifed our delight,
The paflions that are excited by ordinary compofitions, generally flow
from fuch filly and abfurd occafions, that a man is athamed to reflet upm
on them ferioufly: but the fear, the love, the forrow, the indignation
that are awakened in the mind by Hymns and Anthems, make the heart
better, and proceed from f{uch caufes as are altogether reafonable and
praife-worthy. Pleafure and duty go hand in hand, and the greater our
fatisfadtion is, the greater is our religion.

Mufick among thofe who were ftiled the chofen people, was a religi-
ous art. The fongs of Szom, which we have reafon to believe were in
high repute among the Courts of the eaftern Monarchs, were nothing
elfe but Pfalms and pieces of poetry that adored or celebrated the fupreme

Being.
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Being.  The greateft Conqueror in this holy naFion, after the manpey
of the old Grecian Lyricks, did not only compo!e the words of his di.
ving QOdes, but generally fet them to mufick himfelf: after which, his
works, though they were confecrated to the Tabernacle, became the pa.
tional entertainment; as well as the devotion of his people.

‘Fhe firft original of the Drama was a religious worlhip confifting only
of a Chorus, which was nothing elfe but an hymn to a Deity. As lyx-
ury and voluptuoufnefs prevailed over innocence: and religion, this form
of worlhip degenerated.into Tragedies; in which however the Chorus{o
far remembered its firfk office, as to brand every thing that was vicious,
and recommend every thing that was laudable, to intercede with Heaven
for the innogent, and to implore its vengeance on the criminal.

FHomer and Fefind intimate to us how this art fhould be applied, when
they reprefent the Mufes as furrounding  Fupiter, and warbling thejr
Hymns about his throne. - I might thew, from innumerable paflages in
ancient writers, not only that vocal and inftrumental, Mufick were made
ufe of in their religious worfhip, but that their moft favourite diverfions
were filled with fongs and hymns to their refpe@ive Deities, Had we
frequent entertainments of this. nature among us, they would not 3 litle
purifie and. exalt our paflions, give our thoughtsa proper turn, and che-
rifh thofe divine impulfes in the foul, which every one feels that has not
flifled them by fenfual and immoderate pleafures.

Mufic, when thus applied, raifesnoble hints in.the mind. of the hearer,
and fills it with great conceptions. It ftrengthens devotion, and advances
praife into rapture. It lengthens out every a& of worfhip, and produces
more lafting and. permanent impreflions in the mind, than, thofe which
accompany any tranfient form of words.that are uttered in the ordinary
method of religious worfhip.
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