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art, fomething that elevates and aftonifhes the fancy, and gives a greatnefs
of mind to the Reader, which few of the Critics befides Longinus hay
confidered. A7

Qur general tafte in England is for epigram, turns of wit, and forced
conceits, which have no manner of influence, either for the bertering or
enlarging the mind of him who reads them, and have been carefully a-
voided by the greateft writers, both among the ancients and moderns,
I have endeavoured in feveral of my Speculations to banifth this Gozbic
tafte, which has taken poileflion among us. I entertained the town, for
a week together, with an Effay upon Wit, in which I endeavoured to de-
tect feveral of thofe falfe kinds which have been admired in the different
Ages of the world ; and at the fame time to thew wherein the nature of
true wit confifts. I afterwards gave an inftance of the great force which
lyes in a natural fimplicity of thought to affect the mind of the Reader,
from fuch vulgar pieces as have little elfle befides this {ingle qualitication to
recommend them. I have likewife examined the works of the greateft
Poer which our nation or perhaps any other has produced, and particu-
larized moft of thofe rational and manly beauties which give a value to
that divine work. [ fhall next Saturday enter upon an Effay on zhe plea-
fures of the Imagination, which, though it fhall confider that fubje& at
large, will perhaps fuggeft to the Reader what it is that gives a beauty
to many paffages of the fineft writers both in profe and verfe. As anun-
dertaking of this nature is entirely new, I queftion not but it will be re-
ceived with candour.

N° g411.  Saturday, Fune 21.
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Avia Pieridum peragro Ioca, nullius ante
Trita folo ; juvat integros accedere fomtess ;
Atque haurire : - Lucr.

UR Sight is the moft perfe@ and moft delightful of all our fenfes.
It fills the mind with the largeft variety of ideas, converfes with

its objects at the greateft diftance, and continues the IGHE*‘-‘%, in
action
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aétion without being tired or fatiated with its proper enjoyments. The
fenfe of Feeling can indeed give us a notion of extenfion, fhape, and all
ather ideas that enter at the eye, except colours; but at the fame time
it1s very much ftreightned and confined in its operations, to the numbers
bulk, and diftance of its particular objeéts. Our Sight feems defigned to
fupply all thefe defeéts, and may be confidered as a more delicate and
diffufive kind of touch, that fpreads it felf over an infinite multicude of
bodies, comprehends the largeft figures, and brings into our reach fome
of the moft remote parts of the univerfe.

It is this {fenfe which furnifhes the Imagination with its ideas; fo that
by the pleafures of the Imagination or Fancy (which F1hall ufe promifcu-
oufly) I here mean fuch as arife from vifible objeéts, either when we
have them actually in our view, or when we call up their ideas into our
minds by Paintings, Statues, Defcriptions, or any the like occafion. We
cannot indeed have a fingle image in the fancy that did not make its firft
entrance through the fight; but we have the power of retaining, altering
and compounding thofe images, which we have once received, into all
the varieties of picture and vifion that are moft agreeable to the imagina-
tions for by this faculty 2 man in a dungeon is capable of entertaining
himfelf with fcenes and landskips more beautiful than any that can be
found in. the whole compafs of nature.

There are few words in the Engli/b language which are employed in a
more loofe and uncircumfcribed fenfe than thofe of the Famcy and the
Imagination. 1 therefore thought it neceflary to fix and determine the
nation of thefe two words, as1 intend to make ufe of them in the thread
of my following Speculations, that the Reader may conceive rightly what
is the fubjeét which I proceed upon. I muft therefore defire him to re-
member, that by the pleafures of the imagination, I mean only fuch plea-
{ures as arife originally from fight, and that I divide thefe pleafures into
two kinds: my delign being firlt of all to difcourfe of thofe primary plea-
fures of the imagination, which entirely proceed from fuch objeéts as
are before our eyes; and in the next place to {peak of thofe fecondary
pleafures of the imagination which flow from the ideas of vifible objeéts,
when the objects are not actually before the eye, but are called up into
our memories, or formed into agreeable vifions of things that are either
abfent or fiftitious,

The Pleafures of the Imagination, taken in their full extent, are not
fo grofs as thofe of fenfe, nor fo refined as thofe of the underftanding.
The laft are, indeed, more preferable, becaufe they are founded on fome
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new knowledge or improvement in the ‘mind of man; yet it muft be
confeft, that thofe of the imagination are as great and as tranfporting ag
‘the other. A beautiful profpect delights the foul, as much as a demon-
ftration; and a Defcription in Fomer has charmed more Readers than 4
Chapter in drifforle.  Belides, the pleafures of the imagination have this
advantage, above thofe of the underftanding, that they are more obvioug,
and more eafie to be acquired. Is is but opening the eye, and the feene
enters.  The colours paint themfelves on the faney, with very little at-
tention of thought or application of mind in the beholder, Weare fruck,
we know not how; with the fymmetry of any thing we fee, and imme-
diately aflent to the beauty of an object, without enquiring into the par-
ticular caufes and occafions of it,

A man of a polite imagination is let into a great many pleafures, that the
vulgar are not capable of receiving.  He can converfe with a piéture, and
find an agreeable companion in a ftatue. He meets with a fecret re-
frefhment in a defcription, and often feels a greater fatisfaGion in the
profpeét of fields and meadows, than another does in the pofleflion. It
gives him, indeed, a kind of property in every thing he fees, and makes
the moft rude uncultivated parts of nature adminifter to his pleafures: So
that he looks upon the world, as it were in another light, and difcovers
in it a multitude of charms, that conceal themfelves from the generality
of mankind.

There are, indeed, but very few who know how to be idle and in-
nocent, or have a relifh of any pleafures that are not criminal; every dis
verlion they take is at the expence of fome one. virtue or another, and
their very firft ftep out of bufinefs is into vice or folly. A man fhould
endeavour, therefore, to make the fphere of his innocent pleafures as
wide as poflible, that he may retire into them with fafety, and find in
them fuch a fatisfation as a wife man would not bluth to take. Of this
nature are thofe of the imagination, which do not require fuch a bent of
thought as is neceffary to our more ferious employments, nor, at the
fame time, {uffer the mind to fink into that négligence and remifTnefs,
which are apt to accompany our more fenfual delights, but, like a gentle
exercife to the faculties, awaken them from floth and idlenefs, without
putting them upon any labour or difliculty.

We might here add, that the pleafures of the fancy are more con-
ducive to health, than thofe of the underftanding, which arc worked
out by dint of thinking, and attended with too violent a labour of the
brain.  Delightful fcenes, whether in nature, painting, or poetry, have
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a kindly influence on the body, as well as the mind, and not only ferve
to clear and brighten the imagination, but are able to difperfe grief and
melancholy, and to fet tlie animal {pirits in pleafing and agreeable motions.
For this reafon Sir Frawcis Bacon, in his Eflay upon Health, has not
thought it improper to preferibe, to his Reader a poem or a profped,
where he particularly difluades him from knotty and fubtile difquifitions,
and advifes him to purfue ftudies, that fill the mind with {plendid and
illuftrious objects, as hiftories, iables, and contemplations of nature.

[ have in this paper, by way of introduttion, fettled the notion of
thofe pleafures of the imagination which are the fubjet of my prefent
undertaking, and endeavoured, by feveral confiderations, to recommend
to my Reader the purf{uit. of thofe pleafures. I fhall, in my next paper,
examine the {everal fources from whence thefe pleafures are derived.

Ne g12."  Monday; Fune 23.

-------- Drvifum fic breve fiez opus. Mart.

Shall firft confider thofe pleafures of the imagination, which arife from

the aétual view and furvey of outward objeés: and thefe, I think, all

proceed from the fight of what is Great, ‘Uncommon or Beautifil.
There may, indeed, be fomething {o terrible or offenfive, that the hor-
rour or loathfomnefs of an object may over-bear the pleafure which re-
fults from'its Greatne(i, Novelty, or Beauty; but {lill there will be fuch
a mixture of delight in the very difguft it gives us, as any of thefe three
qualifications are moft confpicuous and prevailing.

By Greatnefs, 1 do not only mean the bulk of any fingle objeét, but
the largenefs of a whole view, confidered as one entire piece. Such are
the profpetts of an open champian country, a vaft uncultivated defart, of
huge heaps of mountains, high rocks and precipices, or a wide expanfe
of waters, where we are not ftruck with the novelty or beauty of the
fight, but with that rude kind of magnificence which appears in many of
thefe ftupendous works of nature. Our imagination loves to be filled
with an object, or to gralp at any thing that is too big for its capacity.

Vor. III Qqgq We
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