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a kindly influence on the body, as well as the mind, and not only ferve
to clear and brighten the imagination, but are able to difperfe grief and
melancholy, and to fet tlie animal {pirits in pleafing and agreeable motions.
For this reafon Sir Frawcis Bacon, in his Eflay upon Health, has not
thought it improper to preferibe, to his Reader a poem or a profped,
where he particularly difluades him from knotty and fubtile difquifitions,
and advifes him to purfue ftudies, that fill the mind with {plendid and
illuftrious objects, as hiftories, iables, and contemplations of nature.

[ have in this paper, by way of introduttion, fettled the notion of
thofe pleafures of the imagination which are the fubjet of my prefent
undertaking, and endeavoured, by feveral confiderations, to recommend
to my Reader the purf{uit. of thofe pleafures. I fhall, in my next paper,
examine the {everal fources from whence thefe pleafures are derived.

Ne g12."  Monday; Fune 23.

-------- Drvifum fic breve fiez opus. Mart.

Shall firft confider thofe pleafures of the imagination, which arife from

the aétual view and furvey of outward objeés: and thefe, I think, all

proceed from the fight of what is Great, ‘Uncommon or Beautifil.
There may, indeed, be fomething {o terrible or offenfive, that the hor-
rour or loathfomnefs of an object may over-bear the pleafure which re-
fults from'its Greatne(i, Novelty, or Beauty; but {lill there will be fuch
a mixture of delight in the very difguft it gives us, as any of thefe three
qualifications are moft confpicuous and prevailing.

By Greatnefs, 1 do not only mean the bulk of any fingle objeét, but
the largenefs of a whole view, confidered as one entire piece. Such are
the profpetts of an open champian country, a vaft uncultivated defart, of
huge heaps of mountains, high rocks and precipices, or a wide expanfe
of waters, where we are not ftruck with the novelty or beauty of the
fight, but with that rude kind of magnificence which appears in many of
thefe ftupendous works of nature. Our imagination loves to be filled
with an object, or to gralp at any thing that is too big for its capacity.
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We are flung into a pleafing aftonifhment at fuch unbounded views,and
feel a delightful ftillnefs and amazement in the Soul at the apprehenfion
of them. The mind of man paturally hates every thing that looks.like
a reltraint upon it, and is apt to fancy it {elf under a fort of confine-
ment, when the {ight is pent up in a narrow compafs, and fhortned on
every fide by the neighbourhood of walls or mountains. On the con-
trary, a fpacious Horizon is an image of Liberty, where the eye has
room to range abroad, to expatiate at large on the immenfity of its views,
and to lofe it felf amidit the variety of objeéts that offer themfelves to
its obfervation. Such wide and undetermined profpeés are as pleafing to
the fancy, as the fpeculations of Eternity or Infinitude are to the under-
{tanding. But 1f there be a beauty or uncommonnefs joined with, this
grandeur, asin a troubled ocean, a heaven adorned with ftars and me-
teors, or a fpacious landskip cut out into rivers, woods, rocks, and mea-
dows, the pleafure {lill grows upon us, as it arifes from more than a fin-
gle principle.

Every thing that is #ew or #ncommon raifes a pleafure in the Imagina.
tion, becaufe it fills the Soul with an agreeable furprize, gratifies its cu-
riofity, and gives it an idea of which it was not before pofleft. We are
indeed fo often converfant with one fet of objeéts, and tired out with fo
many repeated fhows of the fame things, that whatever is zew or uncom-
mon contributes a little to vary human life, and to divert our minds, for
a while, with the ftrangenefs of its appearance: it ferves us for a kind of
refrefhment, and takes off' from that fatiety we are apt to complain of in
our ufual and ordinary entertainments, It is this that beftows charms on
a moniter, and makes even the imperfeions of nature pleafe us. It is
this that recommends variety, where the mind is every inftant called off
to fomething new, and the attention not fuffered to dwell too long, and
walte it felf on any particular obje@. It is this, likewife, that improves
what is great or beautiful, and makes it afford the mind a double entet-
tainment. Groves, fields, and meadows, are at any feafon of the year
pleafant to look upon, but never fo much as in the opening of the fpring,
when they are all new and frefh, with their firft glofs upon them, and
not yet too much accuftomed and familiar to the eye. For this reafon
there is nothing that more enlivens a profpe@ than rivers, jetteaus, or falls
of water, where the fcene is perpetually fhifting, and entertaining the
fight every moment with fomething that is new. We are quickly tired
with looking upon hills and vallies, where every thing continues fixt and
{ettled in the fame place and pofture, but find our thoughts a little agitaé
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ted-and relieved at the fight of fuch objefls as are ever in motion, and
fliding away from beneath the eye of the beholder.

But there is nothing that makes its way more direﬂly to the Soul than
Beanty, which immediately diffufes a fecret fatisfaétion and complacency
through the Imagination, and gives a finithing to any thing that is grea't
or uncommon. The very firft difcovery of it ftrikes the mind with an
inwatrd joy, and fpreads a chearfulnefs and delight through all its faculties
There 1s not perhaps any real beauty or deformity more in one piece of
matter than another, becaufe we might have been fo made, that whatfo-
ever now appears loathfom to us, might have thewn it felf agreeable; but
we find by experience, that there are feveral modifications of matter,
which the mind, without any previous confideration, pronounces at firft
fight beautiful or deformed. Thus we fee that every different fpecies of
fenfible creatures has its different notions of beauty, and that each of them
is moft affefted with the beauties of its own kind. This is no where
more remarkable than in birds of the fame fhape and proportion, where
we often fee the male determined in his courtfhip by the fingle grain or
tinfture of a feather, and never difcovering any charms but in the colour
of its fpecies.

Scit thalamo fervare fidem, fanitafgue veretur
Connnbii leges, non illum in pelfore candor
Sollicitat miveus; neque pravum accendit amorem
Splendida lanugo, vel bonefla in vertice criffa,
Purpurenfve nitor pennarum; aff agmina laté
Faeminea explorat cautus, maculafgue requirit
Cognatas, paribufque interlita Corpora gutiis:
N: faceret, piitis [ylvam circum undique monfiris
Confufam afpiceres vulgo, partufque biformes,
Et genus ambiguum, et Veneris monumenta nefande,
Hinc merula in nigro f¢ oblectat nigra marito,
Hine focium lafeiva petit Philomela canorum,
Agnofcitque pares finitus, hinc noéfua tetram
Canitiem alarum, et glaucos miratur ocellos.
Nempe [fibi femper conflat, creféitque quotannis
Lucida progenies, caffos confeffa parentes
Dum virides inter faltus lucofque [onoros
Pere novo exultat, plumafyue decora Fuventus
Explicat ad [plem, patriifque coloribus ardet.

Qqq =2 There
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There is a fecond kind of Beauty that we find in the feveral produds
of Art and Nature, which does not work in the imagination with that
warmth and violence as the beauty that appears in our proper {pecies,
but is apt however to raife in us a {ecret delight, and a kind of fondnefs
for the places or objects in which we difcover it. This confifts either
in the gaiety or variety of colours, in the {ymmetry apd proportion of
parts, in the arrangement and difpofition of bodies, or in a jult mixture
and concurrence of all together, Among thefe kinds of beauty the eye
takes moft delight in colours. We no where meet with a more glori-
ous or pleafing fhow 1n nature, than what appears in the Heavens at the
rifing and fetting of the Sun, which is wholly made up of thofe diffe-
rent ftains of light that fhew themfelves in clouds of a different fituation,
For this reafon we find the Poets, who are always addrefling themfelves
to the imagination, borrowing more of their epithets from colours than
from any other topic.

As the fancy delights in every thing that is great, ftrange, or beautiful,
and is {till more pleafed the moreit finds of thefe perfections in the fame
obje, fo is it capable of receiving new fatisfaction by the afliftance of
another fenfe. Thus any continued found, as the mufick of birds, or 2
fall of water, awakens every moment the mind of the beholder, and
makes him more attentive to the feveral beauties of the place that lye be-
fore him. Thus if there arifes a fragrancy of fmells or perfumes, they
heighten the pleafures of the imagination, and' malie even the coloursand
verdure of the Landskip appear more agreeable; for the ideas of both
fenfes recommend each other, and are pleafanter together than when
they enter the mind feparately: as the different colours of a piGure, when
they are well difpofed, fet off one another, and receive an additional
beauty from the advantage of their fituation,
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