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514 The SPECTATOR Ny,

I fhall, in my two following papers, confider in genetal, how other
kinds of writing are qualified to pleafe the imagination, with which I in.
tend to conclude this Effay.

N° a20.  Wednefday, July 2.

----- ,Q'zmcxmgﬂe volunt mentems andstoris agunto. Hor.,

S the writers in poetry and fition borrow their feveral materials

from outward objeéts, and join them together at their own plea-

~ fure, there are others who are obliged to follow nature more

clofely, and to take entire fcenes out of her. Such are Hiftorians, natu-

ral Philofophers, Travellers, Geographers, and in a word, all who de-
fcribe vifible objeéts of a real exiftence.

It is.the moft agreeable talent of an Hiftorian, to be able to- draw up
his armies -and fight his battels in proper expreffions, to fet before our
eyes the divifions, cabals, and jealoufies of great men, and to lead us
ftep by ftep into. the feveral aftions and events of his hiftory. Welove
to fee the fubje@ unfolding it felf by juft degrees, and breaking upon us
infenfibly, that {fo we may be kept in a pleafing fufpence, and have time
given us to raife our expe@ations, and te fide with one of the parties
concerned in the relation. I confefs this fhews more the art than the
veracity of the Hiftorian, but Iam only to fpeak of him as he is qualified
to pleafe the imagination. And in this refpe@ Livy has, perhaps, excelled
all who ever went before him, or have written fince his time. He de-
fcribes every thing in fo lively a manner, that his whole hiftory is an ad-
mirable picture, and touches on fuch proper circumitances in every fto-
ry, that his Reader becomes a kind of fpe@ator, and feels in himfelf all
the variety of paffions, which are correfpondent to the feveral parts of
the relation.

But among this fett of writers, there are none who more gratifie and
enlarge the imagination, than the Authors of the new philofophy, whe-
ther we confider their Theories of the earth or heavens, the difcoveries
they have made by glafles, or any other of their contemplations on nat%:&
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Weare not a little pleafed to find every green leaf {warm with millions
of animals, that at their largeft growth are not vifible to the naked eye.
There is fomething very engaging to the fancy, as well as to our reafon,
in the treatifes of metals, minerals, phnts and meteors. But when we
furvey the whole earth at once, and the feveral planets that lye within
its neighbourhood, we are filled with a pleafing aftonithment, to {ee fo
many worlds hanging one above another, and fliding round their axles
in fuch an amazing pomp and folemnity. If, after this, we contemplate
thofe wide fields of &ither, that reach in height as far as from Sezurn to
the fixt ftars, and run abroad almoft to an infinitude, our Imagination
finds its capacity filled with fo immenfe a profpeét, as puts it upon
the ftretch to comprehend it. But if we yet rife higher, and confider
the fixt ftars as fo many vaft oceans of -flame, that are each of them at-
tended with a different fett of planets, and ftill difcover new firmaments
and new lights, that are funk farther in thofe unfathomable depths of -
zher, {o as not to be feen by the ftrongeft of our Telefcopes, we are loit
in fuch a labyrinth of funs and worlds, and confounded with the immen-
fity and magnificence of Nature.

Nothing is more pleafant to the fancy, than to enlarge it {elf, by de-
grees, in its contemplation of the various proportions which its feveral
obje&sbear to each other, when it compares the body of man to the bulk
of the whole earth, theearth to the circle it defcribes round the Sun, that
circle tothe Sphere of the fixtStars, the Sphere of the fixt Stars to the circuit
of the whole Creation, the whole Creation it {elf to theinfinite fpace that
is every where diffufed about it; or when the Imagination works down-
ward, and confiders the bulk of a human body, in refpeét of an animal,
a hundred times lefs than a mite, the particular limbs of fuch an animal,
the different {prings which aétuate the limbs, the {pirits which fet thefe
fprings a going, and the proportionable minutenefs of thefe feveral parts,
before they have arrived at their full growth and perfeétion. But if, af-
ter all this, we take the leaft particle of thefe animal {pirits, and confi-
der its capacity of being wrought into a world, that fhall contain within
thofe narrow dimenfions a heaven and earth, ftars and planets, and eve-
ry different fpecies of living creatures, in the fame analogy and propor-
tion they bear to each other in out own univerfe; fuch a fpeculation, by
reafon of its nicety, appears ridiculous to thofe who have not turned cheir
thoughts that way,though, at the fame time, itis founded on no lefs than
the evidence of a demonftration. Nay, we might yet carry it farther,
and difcover in the {malleft particle of this little world, a new mexhauw
fted fund of matter, capable of being {pun out into another univerfe.
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I have dwelt the longer on this fubje, becaufe I think it may fhewys
the proper limits, as well as the defeftivenefs, of our Imagination; how
it is confined to a very fmall quantity of {pace, and immediately ftopt in
its operations, when it endeavours to take in any thing that is very great,
or very little. Let a man try to conceive the different bulk of an animal,
which is twenty, from another which is a hundred times lefs than g
mite, or to compare, in his thoughts, a length of a thoufand Diameters of
the earth, with that of a million, and he will quickly find that he has no
different meafures in his mind, adjufted to fuch extraordinary degrees
of grandeur or minutenefs. The underftanding, indeed, opens an infinite
fpace on every fide of us, but the Imagination, after a few faint efforts,
is immediately at a ftand, and finds her felf {wallowed up in the immen-
{ity of the void that furrounds it: our reafon can purfue a particle of mat-
ter through an infinite variety of divifions, but the fancy foon lofes fight
of it, and feels in it felf a kind of Chafm, that wants to be filled with
matter of a more fenfible bulk. We can neither widen, nor contra& the
faculty to the dimenfions of either extreme: the objeét is too big for our
capacity, when we would comprehend the circumference of a world,
and dwindles into nothing, when we endeavour after the idea of an
atome.

It is poffible this defe@ of Imagination may not bein the Soul it flf,
but as it aéls in conjunétion with the body. Perhaps there may not be
room in the brain for fuch a variety of impreflions, or the animal fpirits
may be incapable of figuring them in fuch a manner, as is neceffary to
excite fo very large or very minute ideas. However it be, we may well
{uppofe that Beings of a higher nature very much excel us in this refpet,
as it is probable the Soul of man will be infinitely more perfeét hereaf-
ter in this faculty, as well as in all the reft; infomuch that, perhaps, the
imagination will be able to keep pace with the underftanding, and to form
in it felf diftin€t ideas of all the different modes and quantities of fpace.
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