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IN° 440. Friday, Tuly 25.

Fivere fi recle nefiss, difcede perivis. Hor,

Have already given my Reader an account of a fett of merry fellows,

who are pafling their fummer together in the country, being provid-

ed of a great houfe, where there is not only a convenient apartment
for every particular perfon, but a large infirmary for the reception of
fuch of them as are any way indifpofed, or out of humour. Having
lately received a letter from the Secretary of this {ociety, by order of
the whole fraternity, which acquaints me with their behaviour during
the laft week, I fhall here make a prefent of it to the public.

Mr. SpECcTATOR,

< E are glad to find that you approve the eftablifhment which
“ we have here made for the retrieving of good manners and
« agreeable converfation, and fhall ufe our beft endeavours fo to improve
“our felves in this our fummer retirement, that we may next winter
¢ {erve as patterns to the town. But to the end that this our inftitution
“ may be no lefs advantageous to the public than to our felves, we fhall
“ communicate to you one week of our proceedings, defiring you at the
“ fame time, if you fee any thing faulty in them, to favour us with your
“admonitions. For you muft know, Sir, that it has been propofed a-
“mong us to chufe you for our Vifitor, to which I muft further add,
“ that one of the College having declared laft week, he did not like the
“ Spectator of the day, and not being able to aflign any juft reafons for

“ fuch his diflike, he was fent to the infirmary, Nemine coutradicente.
 On Monday the aflembly was in very good humour, having received
“ fome recruits of French claret that morning; when unluckily, towards
“ the middle of the dinner, one of the company fwore at his {fervant in
“a very rough manner, for having put too much water in his wine.
“ Upon ‘which the prefident of the day, who is always the mouth of the
“ eompany, after having convinced him of the impertinence of his paf-
XXxa fion,
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fion, and the infult it had made upon the company, ordered his man
to take him from the table, and convey him to the infirmary. - There
was but one more fent away that day ; this was a Gentleman who.is
reckoned by fome perfons one of the greateft Wits, and by-othets one
of the greateit Boobys about town. This you will fay is a ftrange cha-
racter, but what makes it ftranger yet, it is a very true one, for he i
perpetually the reverfe of himfelf, being always merry or dull to excefs,
We brought him hither to divert us, which he did very well upon the
road, having lavithed away as much wit and laughter upon the hackney
coach-man, as might have ferved him during his whole itay here, had
it been duly managed. He had been lumpifh for two or three days,
but was fo far connived at, in hopes of recovery, -that we difpatched
one of the briskeft fellows among the brotherhood into the infirmary,
for having told him at table he was not merry. But our Prefident ob-
ferving that he indulged himfelf in this long fit of {tupidity,; and con=~
ftruing it as a contempt of the College, ordered him to retire into the
place prepared for fuch companions. He was no fooner got into it,
but his wit and mirth returned upon him in {fo violent a manner, that
he fthook the whole infirmary with the noife of it, and had fo good
an effect upon the reft of the patients, that he brought them all out to
dinner with him the next day.

“ On Twefday we were no fooner fat down, but one of the company

complained that his head aked ; upon which another asked him, in,

an infolent manner, what he did there then ; this infenfibly grew into
fome warm words ; {o that the Prefident, in order to keep the peace,
gave direétions to take them both from the table, and lodge them in
the infirmary. Not long after, another of the company telling us, he
knew by a pain in his thoulder that we fhould have fome rain, the Pre-
fident ordered him to be removed, and placed as a weather-glafs in the:
apartment above-mentioned.
“ On Hednefday a Gentleman having received a letter written in a
woman’s hand, and changing colour twice or thrice as he read it, de-
fired leave to retire into the infirmary. The Prefident confented, but
denied him the ufe of pen, ink and paper till fuch time as he had {lept
upon it. One of the company being feated at the lower end of the
table, and difcovering his fecret difcontent by finding fault with every
dith that was ferved up, and refufing to laugh at any thing that was
faid, the Prefident told him, that he found he was in an uneafie feat,
and defired him to accommodate himfelf better in the infirmary, Af~
& ter
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“ ter dinner a very honeft fellow chancing to let a punn fall from him,
* his neighbour cryed out, 7o the infirmary; at the fame time pretend-
“ ing'to be fick at it, as having the fame natural antipathy to a punn,
“ which fome have to acat. This produced a long debate. Upon the
“ whole the Punnfter was acquitted, and his neighbour fent off.

* On Thurfday there was but one delinquent, This was a Gentleman
“ of {trong voice, but weak underftanding. He had unluckily engaged
“ himfelf in a difpute with a man of excellent fenfe, but of a modeft
elocution. The man of heat replied to every anfwer of his antagonift
with a louder note than ordinary, and only raifed his voice when he
“ fhould have enforced his argument. Finding himfelf at length driven
¢ to''an abfurdity, he {till reafoned in a more clamorous and confufed
“ manner, and 'to make the greater impreflion upon his hearers, con-
“ cludeld with a loud thump upon the table. The Prefident immediately
“ ordered him to be carried off, and dieted with water-gruel, till fuch
“ ume'as he fhould be fufficiently weakened for converfation.

“ On Friday there pafled very little remarkable, faving only, that fe-
“ veral petitions were read of the perfons in cuftody, defiring to be re-
“ leafed from their confinement, and vouching for one another’s good
“« behaviour for the future.

““ On Saturday we received many excufes from perfons who had found
themfelves in an unfociable temper, and had voluntarily fhut themfelves
“up. The infirmary was indeed never fo full ason this day, which I
“ was at fome lofs to account for, till upon my going abroad I obferved
“that it was an eafterly wind. The retirement of moft of my friends
“ has given me opportunity and leifure of writing you this letter, which
“I muft not conclude without afluring you, that all the members of our
« College, as well thofe who are under confinement, as thofe who are

“ at liberty, are your very humble fervants, though none more than,
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