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Ne as57.  Thurfday, Aagif? 14.

mamma- Multa et praclava minantis, Hor.

Shall ‘this'day lay "before my Reader a Jetter, written by .the fame
‘M 'hand with that of ‘laft Friday, which contained, propofals for a prin-
ted news-paper, that fhould take in the whole circle of the penny-peft.

51 R,

T*HE kind ‘reception you gave my laft Friday's letter, in which I
L broached my proje@ of 'a News-paper, encourages me.to lay before
you two or three more ; for, you muft know, Sir, that we look upon you
io be the ‘Lowndes of the learned world,and eannot think any {cheme
practicable or rational before you have approved:of ir, though all the mo-
ey we raife by it is on our own funds, and for our private ufe.

[ have often thought that a News-letrer of Whijpers, written every

oft, and fent about the kingdom, after the fame manner as that .of
Mr. Dyer; Mr. Dawkes, or any other epittolary -Hiftorian, might be highly
gratifying to the publick,as well as beneficial to the Author. By whif-
pers | mean thofe pieces .of news which are communicated .as fecrets,
and ‘which bring a double pleafure to' the hearer firfl, as theyare private
hiftory, and in the next place,as they have always in them a dath .of fcan-
ddl. Thefe are the two chief qualificationsin an article of  News, which
recommend it,-in a more than ordinaty manner, to the earsof the curious.
Sicknefs of perfons in high pofts, twilight vifits paid and received by Mini-
lters of State, clandeftine courtfhips:and marriages, fecret amours, loffes
at play, applications for places, with their refpective {uccefics .or repul-
{es, are the materials in which I chiefly intend to-deal. ‘I bave two per-
fons, that are each of them the reprefentative’ of -a {pecies, who are to
furnifh me ‘with thofe whifpers which I-intend to convey to my corre-
fpondents, The firft of thefe is Peser Hu/fb, defcended from the anci-
ent family of the Hifbes. The other is the old Liady Blaff, who hasa
' ibe of daughters in the two great cities of Londox and

VEry numerous tr
Wefl-
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Weflminfler. Peter Hufbh has a whifpering hole in moft of the great Cof-
fee-houles about town. If you are alone with him “in a‘wide-room,
he carries you up into a corner of it, and fpeaks in your ear. 1 have feén
Peter feat himfelf in a company of feven or eight perfons, whom he ne-
ver faw before in his life; and after having looked about to fee there
was no one that over-heard him, has communicated to them in'a low
voice, and under the feal of fecrecy, the death of a great man in the
country, who was perhaps a fox-hunting the very moment this account
was giving of him. If upon your entring into a Coffee-houfe you {eea
circle of heads bending over the table, and lying clofe by “one another,
it is ten to one but my friend Peter is among them. ' I have known Pe-
ter publifhing the whifper of the day by eight a clock in the morning at
Garraway's, by twelve at #ill’s, and before two at the Smyrna.  When
Peter has thus effeCtually launched a fecret, I have been very well pleafe
ed to hear people whifpering it to one another at fecond hand, and {pread-
ing it about as their own; for you muft know, Sir, the great incentive
to whifpering is the ambition which every one bas of being thought ‘in
the fecret, and being looked upon as a man who has accefs to greater
people than one would imagine. After having given you this account of
Perer Hufb, 1 proceed to that virtuous Lady, the old Lady Blf, who
is to communicate to me the private tranfafions of the Crimp table, with
all the Arcana of the fair fex. The Lady Blsaf, you muft underftand,
has fuch a particular malignity in her whifper, that it blights like an ea-
fterly wind, and withers every reputation that it breaths upon. She has
a particular knack at making private weddings, and laft winter married
above five women of Quality to their footmen. Her whifper can make
an innocent young woman big with child, or fill an healthful young fel-
low with diftempers that are not to be named. She can turn a vifit into
an intrigue, and a diftant falute into an aflignation. She can beggar the
wealthy, and degrade the noble. In fhort, the can whifper men bafe and
foolilh, jealous or ill-natured, or, if occafion requires, can tell you the
flips of their great grandmothers, and traduce the memory of honeft
coach-men that have been in their graves above thefe hundred years. By
thefe, and the like helps, I queftion not but I fhall furnith out a very
handfom News-letter. If you approve my projeét, I fhall begin to whif-
per by the very next poft, and queftion not but every one of my cufto-
mers will be very well pleafed with me, when he confiders that every
piece of newsI fend himisa word in his ear, and lets him into a fecret.

Having
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Having given you a sketch of this projett, I fhall, in the next places
{fuggeft to you another for a monthly pamphlet, which I fhall likewife
{fubmit to your {pectatorial wifdom. I need not tell you, Sir, that there
are feveral Authors in France, Germany and Holland, as well as in our
own country, who publifh every monthy what they call 4» Account of
the Works of the Learned, in which they give usan abftra of all fuch
books as are printed in any part of Zwrope. Now, Sir, it is my defign
to publifh every month, Ar Account of the Works of the ‘Unlearned. Se-
veral late produ&ions of my own country-men, who many of them
make a very eminent figure in the illiterate world, encourage me in this
undertaking. I may, in this work, pollibly make a review of feveral
pieces which have appeared in the foreign Aeccounts above-mentioned,
though they ought not to have been taken notice of in works which
bear fuch a title. I may, likewife, take -into confideration fuch pieces
as appear from time to time, under the names of thofe Gentlemen who
compliment one another, in publick Aflemblies, by the title of the Lear-
ned Gentlemen.  Our Party-authors will alfo afford me a great variety of
{ubje&s, not to mention Kditors, Commentators, and others, who are
often men of no learning, or what is as bad, of no knowledge. I fhall
not enlarge upon this hint; but if you think any thing can be made of
it, I fhall fet about it with all the pains and application that fo ufeful 2

work deferves.
I am ever, moft wortly Sir, &c.

N° 458.  Friday, Augufi 15.

Hef.
Hor.
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— Pudor malys —————

r Could not but fmile at the account that was yefterday given me of a
modeft young Gentleman, who being invited to an entertainment,
though he was not ufed to drink, had not the confidence to refufe

his glafs in his turn, when on a fudden he grew fo fluftered that he took

all the talk of the table into his own hands, abufed every one of the com-
pany;
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